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The ELMA Philanthropies Services (U.S.) Inc. New York, NY, USA



Job Posting Director of Health



Organization: The ELMA Philanthropies Services (U.S.) Inc. Position: Director of Health To be based in: New York, NY, USA Reporting to: Chief Executive Officer To apply: Send CV and cover letter to [email protected] Apply by: September 30, 2012 Organization The ELMA Philanthropies Services (U.S.) Inc. develops program strategies, identifies and explores grant-investing opportunities, monitors grant performance, and establishes philanthropic relationships for the ELMA Group of Foundations. The main foundation is The ELMA Foundation, whose mission is to improve the lives of African children and youth through support of sustainable efforts to relieve poverty, advance education, and promote health. It is currently active in fifteen countries across east and southern Africa and is among the leading grantmakers active on the continent. In southern Africa, The ELMA Foundation targets Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. In East Africa, the ELMA Foundation targets Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, and Uganda. The ELMA Philanthropies has offices in New York City, USA; Cape Town, South Africa; and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. As part of its services agreement with the ELMA Group of Foundations, The ELMA Philanthropies carefully analyzes grant-investment opportunities from both a programmatic and financial perspective, weighing the potential for scale and impact against associated risks and concerns. Additionally, ELMA actively monitors the performance of its grantinvestments, and engages with the grantee, other funders, government officials, and decision-makers to ensure maximum social value is realized from individual investments and the portfolio in its entirety. By deepening its engagement beyond financial support, ELMA aims to improve the lives of vulnerable African children and youth through support of programs that are transformative, sustainable and scalable. To ensure effective service to the ELMA Group of Foundations in the area of health, The ELMA Philanthropies plans to hire a senior professional for the Director of Health position, based in New York, to guide ELMA’s health strategy, manage the health portfolio, and provide leadership support to ELMA’s multi-country health team. ELMA's health team is currently comprised of the Regional Director of ELMA's office in Dar es Salaam and an Associate Program Officer; the Director of Program Development and Program Manager in Health based in ELMA’s Cape Town office and three Assistant Program Officers; and a Program Associate in the New York office. To deliver effective health grantmaking in Africa, the ELMA health team needs to be expert at communication, mutually supportive, and regularly share information, perspectives, knowledge and expertise. Facilitating excellent teamwork is paramount to this position. For more information on our current grant-investments, program strategies, and priorities, please go to our website: www.elmaphilanthropies.org. ELMA’s Health Program In pursuit of its mission, the ELMA Foundation makes investments in health that: • Support integrated service delivery to ensure mothers, newborns, infants and children receive comprehensive, quality health services. Grant-investments in this area include support of both national and community-based programs to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV/pediatric ART and child TB, maternal and neonatal care, infant and child nutrition, and school health. The health team is currently integrating eMTCT into a strategic focus on improving neonatal and maternal survival in both high and low HIV burden countries. • Improve health infrastructure, human resources, and systems needed to support service delivery and expand access to essential medicines and commodities. Examples of current grant-investments include construction of child-focused health facilities that increase access to integrated services, technical support for 1



•



health system transformation, and training of pediatricians in sub-specialties. Training and continuing education of nurses and midwives is a key focus area including development of facilities, curricula, accreditation and practice. Other areas of focus include rural health workers’ recruitment, training and retention, and public health management and leadership at district, regional and national levels. Consider both public sector and market-based options for reach, scale and sustainability. Some grantinvestments support programs that assist Ministries of Health to roll out effective primary health care, while others explore opportunities to expand access to health through the private sector. An example of this is an investment in a private equity fund that invests in small and medium size health enterprises that serve “base-ofthe-pyramid” customers.



ELMA’s health program builds off of three fundamental values: 1) African capacity-building: The majority of ELMA’s health grant-investments flow through the ELMA Foundation which preferentially supports African or Africa-based organizations whenever feasible in order to contribute to lasting institutions and systems. 2) Inclusiveness: Particular effort is made to ensure grant-investments are cognizant of the specific needs of disadvantaged children, particularly girls and young women. 3) Strategic Partnerships: ELMA aims to catalyze or complement the work of other grant-making institutions and those active in the health sector. Co-funding is viewed as an effective method of not only sharing costs and risks, but also adding additional expertise and strategic support to the investment. In addition to the ELMA Foundation, the Health Program includes the programming of the newly active ELMA Vaccines and Immunization Foundation. Its mission is to expand vaccine and immunization coverage for children globally. Grantinvestments are currently focused on: • Supporting distribution programs to ensure wider and more sustained access to vaccines and immunization services for populations in need; and • Improving vaccine coverage in complex emergency situations, where the close proximity to "tent cities" and lack of hygiene facilities escalate the need for full immunization. The Director of Health is expected to collaborate with ELMA's Director of relief programming to support investments in complex emergency situations. Position Description The Director of Health reports to the Chief Executive Officer and will work alongside the Executive Directors of ELMA Africa and ELMA East Africa to support the health programming efforts of the Cape Town and Dar es Salaam teams. S/he will have primary responsibility for ensuring ELMA’s health strategy is up-to-date with best practices and changes in the field, and that the health portfolio is appropriately guided by the health strategy. S/he will represent the health portfolio, strategy, and program team in presentations to the Philanthropies’ and Foundation boards and third-party stakeholders. Importantly, while The ELMA Philanthropies aims to be strategic, analytical, and targeted in its approach to philanthropy, it balances this with a deep-rooted entrepreneurial culture that embraces risk-taking, innovation, organizational learning, and team-work. To this end, the Director of Health is expected to work closely and collegially with the entire ELMA team in New York, Cape Town and Dar es Salaam on idea-generation, strategy updates, grant sourcing and structuring, monitoring and evaluation, and financial analysis. Primary Responsibilities The Director of Health will be expected to collaborate with the entire ELMA health team and senior management in fulfilling the following primary responsibilities: 



Supporting the health team to identify and develop high-impact, sustainable, and scalable programs for potential ELMA support
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Updating grant-investment strategies, theories of change, targeted outcomes, and priorities







Providing overall leadership for ELMA in the health field; developing high level partnerships with peer funders, businesses, government and prospective grantees







Monitoring the performance of the portfolio against key indicators and strategy and ensuring a strong pipeline of potential grant investments







Working with the ELMA's Director, Grants Finance, and Director, Learning and Monitoring and Evaluation to ensure grant-investments are designed with clear outcomes, and with a sound financial perspective







Developing and structuring grant investment recommendations, working extensively with potential grant recipients, conducting due diligence, leading transaction teams, and presenting grant recommendations to the ELMA Philanthropies (U.S.) board, and subsequently to the ELMA Foundation or the ELMA Vaccines and Immunization Foundation board







Conducting regular site visits with prospective and current grantees, requiring significant willingness to travel to and within Africa







Working with the VP of Program Administration and the Grants Manager to ensure reports for existing grants are received and reviewed in a timely manner







Supporting grantees by providing mentoring, guidance and frank assessment as needed, while allowing them the latitude to manage their programs efficiently







Managing independent external evaluations of health programs as needed



Required Qualifications The ideal candidate will have command of the health sector in Africa, expert negotiation skills, excellent analytical and writing skills, grantmaking experience, knowledge of business practices, cross-cultural competencies, ability to work in a multi-country team, and outstanding judgment. Specific qualifications include: 



Advanced degree in health or a relevant field







Proven leadership in health as relates to children and youth, and a command of health sector issues; experience in health for children and youth in Africa







Five to seven years experience as a senior health program manager or experience in grantmaking. Equivalent private sector experience also accepted







Excellent writing, analytical and presentation skills in English; ability to synthesize information and data







Expert ability to find and assess quality programs and organizations







Significant international experience, especially in Africa; sensitivity to the complexities of grantmaking in developing countries







Able to work in a rapidly growing organization; flexible and adaptable to rapid change; quick learner, comfortable with a fast-paced environment; a self-starter and team-player
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Outstanding judgment and diplomacy; incisive; impeccable personal integrity and the ability to manage confidential information; a staunch commitment to quality and excellence







Sound knowledge of business practices; financial literacy and ability to develop and analyze budgets







Excellent organizational, time management and relationship-building skills; high-performing and enterprising







Ability to work non-traditional hours and travel internationally as needed







U.S. citizen or legal authorization to work in the U.S.







Fluency in French, Portuguese, or an African language valued but not required







Commitment to the mission, values, and philosophy of The ELMA Philanthropies and The ELMA Group of Foundations



Salary and Benefits Salary is commensurate with experience, with excellent benefits. The ELMA Philanthropies is an Equal Opportunity Employer and encourages candidates of all backgrounds to apply for this position. How to Apply Please send a cover letter and cv to [email protected] no later than September 30, 2012. No phone calls please.
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