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Preface – Why Write another Book? February 23, 2011 Copyright © 2011 by David M. Kern – All Rights Reserved Important Copyright Notification In order to provide a thorough analysis of the so-called Fact of Evolution, this book includes many short quotations from a large number of experts in a wide variety of technical fields. These quotations are copyright protected by the sources documented in the endnotes (see the "Notes and References” section located at the end of each chapter). I believe that these quotations fall under the Fair Use limitation of US Copyright Law (http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html). However, Fair Use has a very vague definition and copyright violations are subject to legal penalties. An About Copyright document with additional information on this topic is posted on the Fact of Evolution website. Where I am quoting a larger amount of copyrighted material, I have obtained permission to reproduce this material on my website. My use of this copyrighted material does not imply any endorsement of the views presented in this document. Any permission I have been granted to reproduce this copyrighted material applies only to my specific use. I gratefully acknowledge the various sources who have granted me permission to reproduce their copyrighted material. Each chapter of this book has an Acknowledgment section that lists any specific permission statements that I have received. The Acknowledgment section is located directly before the "Notes and References" section. My major goal in writing this book is to seek the truth about a very complex technical topic. My motivation for quoting expert sources is to pass their words onto my readers with as little distortion as possible. However, copyright laws limit the amount of context that can be included in such quotes. This can also distort the meaning of a passage. I do not wish to distort the opinion of anybody that I am quoting. If you believe that I have distorted the meaning of one of your quotes, please contact me so that we can discuss this issue and negotiate a solution. A form for contacting me is located on this webpage: http://sites.google.com/site/factofevolution/contact. If you believe that I am reproducing your copyrighted material outside the bounds of Fair Use guidelines, please contact me to discuss this issue. I will attempt to resolve any copyright violations that I may have committed in a pleasant and prompt manner. Terms and Conditions This document is covered by a US copyright and it should not be sold in any format. An About Copyright document describes the “Usage Terms” for all documents that are posted on the Fact of Evolution website (http://sites.google.com/site/factofevolution/).
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Of making many books there is no end, and much study wearies the body. (Ecclesiastes 12:12 – NIV)1



There are plenty of books about Evolution. Why write another one? That is certainly a good question. I have devoted several years of my life to studying this issue. In this Preface, I outline the contents of this book and summarize my motivations for writing it. Evolution makes a very broad claim. The starting point is a bunch of molecules randomly floating around a primordial sea. The ending point is the set of complex life forms that we observe today. Evolution is the biological Theory of Everything. The socalled Fact of Evolution seeks to explain how randomly floating molecules could have transformed themselves into the complexity of the life forms we observe today. The theme of this book is to analyze whether Evolution is properly classified as a fact. Because many skeptics (including me) doubt that scientists have proven that an ancient collection of random atoms evolved into the organized complexity of modern day animals, I italicize the Fact of Evolution throughout this book. This italicization is intended to emphasize the uncertainty associated with this broad claim. The Fact of Evolution is based on a simple concept – that complex things can be built one small step at a time. You don’t have to be a technical wizard to understand this basic concept. And you can fully accept its validity but deny the broad claim of “molecules to man” Evolution.2 The theoretical plausibility of an underlying concept does not imply the certainty of a broad claim based upon it. Although it is based on a simple concept, the Fact of Evolution involves complicated technical evidence from a variety of scientific fields. In order to explain these technical details to a non-technical audience, I quote small passages from a variety of technical experts. I tie these passages together with my own explanatory words to conduct a thorough analysis of the Fact of Evolution. The structure of my Chapters is as follows: • Chapters 1-3 discuss reasons why Evolution does not meet the definition for a fact, if one uses widely accepted meanings for the words Fact and Evolution. • Chapters 4-6 discuss the tendency of modern science to classify rampant speculation as fact. This dangerous metamorphosis is applicable to many fields of science and not just to the Fact of Evolution. Many modern scientists seem very willing to leap to broad conclusions based on minimal amounts of evidence. • Chapters 7-11 discuss how complex biological life is and the amount of speculation included in the theories that seek to explain its naturalistic origin. • Chapter 12 deals with fossil evidence and Chapter 13 deals with genetic evidence for the Fact of Evolution. These chapters describe how assorted pieces of low-level evidence are extrapolated to make broad speculative claims. • Chapter 14 discusses evidence for a so-called Young-Earth. Such evidence is often excluded from the debate by labeling it as religion. However, evidence is evidence, regardless of whether it aligns with a religious viewpoint. • Chapter 15 summarizes my personal views. I believe everybody involved in the debate over Evolution has some kind of theological bias, just as anybody involved
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in the political debate has some kind of political bias. I openly declare that I am an Evangelical Christian who does not believe in the validity of the Fact of Evolution. It is important to note that this book does not attempt to prove that everything associated with the Fact of Evolution is false. To argue that a broad claim is not a fact is different than claiming that everything associated with it is false. Many broad claims have some basis in truth mixed together with some false assertions. I believe this is also the case for the Fact of Evolution. For example, the two main forces that allegedly drive the creative process of Evolution are Genetic Mutations and Natural Selection. I don’t believe anybody doubts that genetic mutations exist or that natural selection plays a role in the survival of organisms. But conceding the validity of genetic mutations and natural selection does not prove the broad claim that random atoms evolved into complex animals. Part of the value of science is that it offers a clear contrast between fallible opinions and rock-solid scientific facts. Science is not undermined by admitting that insufficient evidence exists to make definitive statements about the origin of biological complexity. Even if one admits that the origin of biological complexity is based on speculation, an enormous amount of detailed scientific research is needed to understand this complexity. This book does not promote any specific alternative to the Fact of Evolution – such as Intelligent Design or Biblical Creationism.3 One does not have to provide an alternative to a speculative claim in order to prove that it is speculative. All one has to do is analyze the evidence that allegedly supports a speculative claim. If an honest analysis of the evidence finds it deficient, then the claim cannot be considered a fact. Unless the fundamental goal of science is to argue that God is nonexistent, overstating the case for the naturalistic origin of life is senseless. Nothing related to the development of modern technology is dependent on a naturalistic origin of life. For example, the development of automobiles, trains, aircraft, satellites and computers do not depend on proving that God is nonexistent. Scientific advancements depend on applying the laws of physics and chemistry, and not on speculative conclusions about God. But many prominent advocates for the Fact of Evolution are fully committed to the proposition that God is only a delusion.4 They argue that science is undermined by considering the possibility that God created biological life. And they declare that the integrity of science rests on accepting the Fact of Evolution. But consider human physiology – the study of the function of a human body. In a college-level textbook, the word Evolution is not listed in the index. In reading through many of the 700 pages of Human Physiology, I have found only four pages referring to Evolution.5 In each of these passages, Evolution is only used in a superficial and speculative sense. Evolution is simply not vital to understanding human physiology. One argument this books makes is that the importance of the Fact of Evolution has been dramatically overemphasized. If human physiology can be understood without relying on the Fact of Evolution, should the Fact of Evolution be promoted as being fundamental to the advancement of biology, much less the advancement of science? Not promoting Evolution as a fact will not bring about the end of the scientific world.
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Good science is based on a healthy dose of skepticism. In Understanding Earth, the distinguished scientists Frank Press and Raymond Siever claim “The essence of science is that no explanation, no matter how believable or appealing, is immune to question.6 In that light, this book questions whether the Theory of Evolution has sufficient evidence to classify it as the Fact of Evolution.7 Maintaining a questioning attitude is very important to the integrity of science. If theories are considered to be beyond questioning, they function as myths, rather than as science. This is demonstrated by these quotes from Origins: A Skeptics Guide to the Origin of Life on Earth by Chemist Robert Shapiro: A myth presents itself as an authoritative account of facts, which is not to be questioned, no matter how strange it seems. The opposite side of the coin is logos, the Greek term for an 8 account whose truth can be demonstrated and debated. In the origin-of-life field, a particular theory or point of view is frequently elevated to the status of a myth. It is then treated only as a doctrine to be validated, and not to be challenged. It is important that we recognize such cases … 9



According to Shapiro, science is about logos and not mythos.10 In this book, I seek to expand Shapiro’s skeptical analysis of the mythos of life’s origin to a skeptical analysis of the mythos of the entire Fact of Evolution. To do so, this book questions the assumption that all events must have a naturalistic explanation. I believe that the value of science does not depend on adopting this a priori assumption. I do not deny that supernatural explanations are religious in nature. But that does not imply that “every physical event has a physical explanation, even if it may be beyond our present ability to discover,” as Press and Siever have stated.11 If an explanation is beyond our present ability to discover, it is properly classified as mythos and not logos. I believe that the Fact of Evolution falls into that category – i.e., it is myth rather than science. Making this bold statement is not intended to denigrate the many areas of biology that have nothing at all to do with the Fact of Evolution. For example, I fully support the many benefits that modern medical science has provided to the world. But if one carefully examines the empirical science behind such medical advancements, they are not bound to the broad speculative claims associated with the Fact of Evolution. My technical training is in engineering.12 Engineers are very practical people. They have to be. Well-engineered products are not dependent on either a religious or an antireligious viewpoint. Engineers must focus on detailed scientific facts rather than speculative theories. If they don’t, very nasty things can happen. For example, bridges may collapse, space ships may explode and ocean liners may sink: The “theoretically unsinkable” Titanic was sunk by an iceberg on its maiden voyage.13 Multiple “NASA space ships” had major catastrophes despite being “theoretically safe.”14 The “theoretically stable” Tacoma Narrows Bridge collapsed under the strain of winds.15



The speculative leaps of the Fact of Evolution make it a theoretical catastrophe waiting to happen. Recent years have produced an increasing number of scientists willing to challenge the neo-Darwinian dogma.16 One such distinguished scientist would be
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Geneticist Jerome Lejeune, who is credited with discovering the fact that Down’s syndrome is related to an extra copy of a human chromosome.17 According to Lejeune: We have no acceptable theory of Evolution at the present time. There is none; and I cannot accept the theory that I teach to my students each year. Let me explain. I teach the synthetic theory known as the neo-Darwinian one, for one reason only; not because it’s good, we know it is bad, but because there isn’t any other. Whilst waiting to find something better you are taught something which is known to be inexact, which is a first approximation…18



Declaring something as a fact simply because there seems to be no other naturalistic explanation seems very illogical to me. I don’t think science should be about promoting such illogic. That is why I have written this book. I hope that you will enjoy it. I hope you will approach it with an open mind. I learned many things in studying this topic. I hope that you will share that experience.
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Acknowledgements Endnotes are contained in the following section. The following shorthand notation connects the numbered endnotes to permission statements: N(x, y, z, …) indicates endnotes numbered ‘x’, ‘y’, ‘z’. I gratefully acknowledge permission to reproduce quotes from the following copyrighted material: N(1, 3): Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. N(2, 18): Used with permission of Answers in Genesis – www.answersingenesis.org. Notes and References 1. Ecclesiastes 12:12 NIV – Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them. Of making many books there is no end, and much study wearies the body. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes%2012:12&version=NIV. 2. “Molecules-to-man” and “Particles-to-people” are phrases used by skeptics to emphasize the broad claim associated with the Fact of Evolution: “Has Evolution really been observed?” Answers in Genesis, http://www.answersingenesis.org/docs/508.asp. My own variant is “atoms-to-animals.” 3. This book defines Intelligent Design as a scientific theory that has no direct connection to the Biblical God. This book defines Biblical Creationism (or Young-Earth Creationism) as a literal acceptance of an act of special creation in a span of six 24-hour days (see the Biblical account given in Genesis 1 and 2 – http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201-2&version=NIV). There are also OldEarth Creationists who believe that the Biblical Creation lasted much longer than six normal length days. A third group of Creationists is called Theistic-Evolutionists, because they fully accept the Fact of Evolution, and believe that God used Evolution to create life. Young-Earth Creationists typically believe in a worldwide flood while other Creationists typically do not (see the account of Noah’s flood given in Genesis 6, 7, and 8 – http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2068&version=NIV). 4. For one prominent example, see the book: Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 1st American Edition (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2006), http://richarddawkins.net/godDelusion. 5. Stuart Ira Fox, Human Physiology, 2nd ed. (Dubuque, IA: Wm. C. Brown, 1987), pp. 19, 60, 228, 620. 6. Frank Press and Raymond Siever, Understanding Earth, 2nd ed. (New York: W.H. Freeman, 1992), p. 4. 7. Stephen Jay Gould, "Evolution as Fact and Theory," Discover, 2 May 1981, p. 34-37, as referenced on the website: http://www.stephenjaygould.org/library/gould_fact-and-theory.html. 8. Robert Shapiro, Origins: A Skeptics Guide to the Creation of Life on Earth, (New York: Summit Books, 1986), p. 34. 9. Robert Shapiro, Origins: A Skeptics Guide to the Creation of Life on Earth, (New York: Summit Books, 1986), p. 33. 10. Robert Shapiro, Origins: A Skeptics Guide to the Creation of Life on Earth (New York: Summit Books, 1986), p. 37. 11. Frank Press and Raymond Siever, Understanding Earth, 2nd ed. (New York: W.H. Freeman, 1992), p. 4. 12. Specifically, I am an Electrical Engineer who specialized in the design of digital computer hardware. My degrees are from these Universities: Penn State University, 1980, BSEE and Carnegie Mellon University 1981, MSEE.
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13. See http://www.historyonthenet.com/Titanic/unsinkable.htm for background information. 14. See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_accidents_and_incidents for background information. For two examples of major catastrophes associated with the Space Shuttle, see the following websites: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_Shuttle_Challenger_disaster and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_Shuttle_Columbia_disaster. 15. See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tacoma_Narrows_Bridge for background information. 16. Neo-Darwinism is the combination of Darwin’s On the Origin of Species and modern genetic theories. See the following book for a historical background on the formation of Neo-Darwinism (also known as the Modern Evolutionary Synthesis): Lee Spetner, Not by Chance, (New York, Judaica Press, 1998), pp. 20-23. 17. See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J%C3%A9r%C3%B4me_Lejeune for background information. 18. From a French recording of internationally recognised geneticist, Professor Jerome Lejeune, at a lecture given in Paris on March 17, 1985, translated by Peter Wilders of Monaco, as quoted from: http://www.answersingenesis.org/creation/v8/i3/quote.asp. First published: Creation 8(3):21June1986.
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