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About The Author February 28, 2011 Copyright © 2011 by David M. Kern – All Rights Reserved Important Copyright Notification In order to provide a thorough analysis of the so-called Fact of Evolution, this book includes many short quotations from a large number of experts in a wide variety of technical fields. These quotations are copyright protected by the sources documented in the endnotes (see the "Notes and References” section located at the end of each chapter). I believe that these quotations fall under the Fair Use limitation of US Copyright Law (http://www.copyright.gov/fls/fl102.html). However, Fair Use has a very vague definition and copyright violations are subject to legal penalties. An About Copyright document with additional information on this topic is posted on the Fact of Evolution website. Where I am quoting a larger amount of copyrighted material, I have obtained permission to reproduce this material on my website. My use of this copyrighted material does not imply any endorsement of the views presented in this document. Any permission I have been granted to reproduce this copyrighted material applies only to my specific use. I gratefully acknowledge the various sources who have granted me permission to reproduce their copyrighted material. Each chapter of this book has an Acknowledgment section that lists any specific permission statements that I have received. The Acknowledgment section is located directly before the "Notes and References" section. My major goal in writing this book is to seek the truth about a very complex technical topic. My motivation for quoting expert sources is to pass their words onto my readers with as little distortion as possible. However, copyright laws limit the amount of context that can be included in such quotes. This can also distort the meaning of a passage. I do not wish to distort the opinion of anybody that I am quoting. If you believe that I have distorted the meaning of one of your quotes, please contact me so that we can discuss this issue and negotiate a solution. A form for contacting me is located on this webpage: http://sites.google.com/site/factofevolution/contact. If you believe that I am reproducing your copyrighted material outside the bounds of Fair Use guidelines, please contact me to discuss this issue. I will attempt to resolve any copyright violations that I may have committed in a pleasant and prompt manner. Terms and Conditions This document is covered by a US copyright and it should not be sold in any format. An About Copyright document describes the “Usage Terms” for all documents that are posted on the Fact of Evolution website (http://sites.google.com/site/factofevolution/).
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List of Topics About My Hometown About My Education About My Technical Career About My Religious Views Some of my Favorite Bible Verses About My Hometown I grew up in Springdale, Pennsylvania, which is about 18 miles northeast of Pittsburgh.1 Springdale is a small suburb that lies along the Allegheny River. It had a population of 3828 in the 2000 US Census. One of Springdale’s claims to fame is that it was the hometown of environmentalist Rachel Carson. However, the two coal-fired power plants in Springdale (one on both sides of the town) are not what many environmentalists would classify as eco-friendly. The school’s mascot at that time I went to school was Redi-Kilowatt.2 Like many of my fellow students, I was proud to plaster my schoolbooks with protective covers picturing Redi. The school’s nickname is still the Dynamos. The school’s cheer during my timeframe was, “D-Y, D-Y-N, D-Y-N-A, D-Y-N-A-M-O-S, Dynamos, Dynamos are the best.” As I sat in a packed high-school gym watching countless basketball games, I remember hearing that cheer over and over again. I had a happy childhood. Return to List of Topics About My Education My high school diploma is from Springdale High School. I had a truly great teacher for chemistry and physics (Mr. Breck). His enthusiastic teaching (and a love for these subjects) encouraged me to pursue a technical career. I ended up with two degrees in Electrical Engineering from the following universities: • Penn State University (BSEE – 1980) • Carnegie Mellon University (MSEE – 1981) My first two years at Penn State University were spent at the local branch campus (Penn State New Kensington). I found the branch campus experience at Penn State to be great. I had highly dedicated teachers, and a couple more years to mature before moving away from home. My last two years were spent at the main campus (University Park). In my time at Carnegie Mellon, I studied computer engineering. I had accepted a job at Bell Laboratories as an MTS (Member of Technical Staff) and they funded my degree through their OYOC (One Year On Campus) Program. Carnegie Mellon has an excellent reputation in Computer Science, and I was very fortunate to attend. I am a firm believer in never ending self-education. History records lot of highachievers who were largely self-educated. One famous example is Abraham Lincoln. The Fact of Evolution?
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This quote from a New York Times article by Eric Foner describes how dedicated Lincoln was to improving his knowledge through extensive reading: Having received almost no formal education, Lincoln embarked on a quest for learning and self-improvement. He read incessantly, beginning as a youth with the Bible and Shakespeare. During his single term in the House of Representatives, his colleagues considered it humorous that Lincoln spent his spare time poring over books in the Library of Congress. The result of this ''stunning work of self-education'' was the ''intellectual power'' revealed in Lincoln's writings and speeches. He relied … on in-depth research and logical argument to persuade his 3 listeners rather than oratorical flights.



Frederick Douglas is another great example of the power in self-education. Douglas was a former slave who taught himself to read. The impressive level of his self-education is described in this inspiring quote from a Thomas Sowell article: A recently reprinted memoir by Frederick Douglass has footnotes explaining what words like "arraigned," "curried" and "exculpate" meant, and explaining who Job was. In other words, a man who was born a slave and never went to school educated himself to the point where his words now have to be explained to today's expensively under-educated generation.4



Benjamin Franklin and Alexander Hamilton provide two more examples of famous men who made use of the vast power in self-education. This quote from Ron Chernow’s biography of Alexander Hamilton describes the impact that extensive reading had on their self-education: Like Ben Franklin, Hamilton was mostly self-taught and probably snatched every spare 5 moment to read.



I believe that self-education can have as much value as a university degree. My picture in the high-school yearbook has the label, “I’m hungry for learning.” I think that label still fits me. There are many great free sources that can be used to expand your knowledge, if you are willing to put in the effort. Here are two of my favorite ones: • The Internet is an amazing library that is ideal for self-education. The vast amount of information available on the Internet is absolutely stunning. • Interlibrary Loan programs are a great resource for self-education. I have made extensive use of the book-sharing programs offered by the public libraries in the Pittsburgh region. Return to List of Topics About My Technical Career I have about 25 year experiences working in the computer industry. My career was focused on designing hardware at both the chip and board level. But I also have a lot of experience writing software that interfaces to hardware. A brief synopsis of some of my career highlights includes: • Bell Laboratories (Naperville, IL) – Various projects related to the 3B5 and 3B2 minicomputers.
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• Three Rivers Computer / Perq Systems (Pittsburgh, PA) – I designed a couple of I/O boards for one of the early workstation vendors. • Megascan Corporation (Pittsburgh, PA) – I worked on two contracts for Crosfield Electronics (Hemel Hempstead, England). The first was a workstation started at Perq. The second was an image-processing system that combined multiple images. • Mars Microsystems (Pittsburgh, PA) – I designed the hardware for the Mars Mariner, which combined a SUN-Sparcstation Clone with an 80386 based PC. • Mentor Graphics (Pittsburgh, PA) – I created CAD libraries for ASIC’s from two different IBM product lines. • FORE Systems (Pittsburgh, PA) – I worked on several projects related to contracts for supplying ATM interfaces. One major contract involved designing an ATM interface to a 100 MBit Ethernet Switch made by HP. • Marconi (Pittsburgh, PA) – I designed the hardware for a state of the art Video Telephone called the ViPr (acronym for VIdeo PResence). The earliest version of ViPr used MPEG-2 Encoding for the video streams. The final version switched to H.264 encoding. Return to List of Topics About My Religious Views I grew up a Roman Catholic. In my early 20’s, I became a born-again Christian at an Evangelical Free Church in Naperville, IL. Although there are many differences in theological views among the different Christian denominations, there is quite a bit of common doctrine that they share. Because of the common heritage of the Old Testament, Christian’s also share a large set of theological doctrine with Orthodox Judaism.6 Thus, very many people share a common set of Judeo-Christian doctrine. The origin of this common doctrine can generally found in both the Biblical text and in ancient Christian creeds.7 Here are some basic elements of Christian doctrine that I firmly believe (together with some Biblical references that are listed in the “Notes and References” section): • There is one God.8 • God has always existed, and he will continue to exist forever.9 • God created the universe and all that is in it.10 • On the basis of Creation, God claims possession of everything.11 • God exists outside of the natural world, but interacts with it.12 • God is a triune-entity composed of three persons – God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.13 • The Son of God (Jesus Christ) took on human form through a virgin birth about 2000 years ago.14
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• After about 30 years of life, Jesus was crucified on a Roman cross; he died; and he was buried.15 • After three days, Jesus was raised from the dead.16 • Jesus was the Lamb of God.17 His body was broken for us and his blood was shed for us, to pay the penalty for our sins. • People who place their faith in the sacrifice of Jesus, and receive him as their savior, will experience an eternal after-life in the presence of God.18 Many famous scientists have believed that the Judeo-Christian God acted as Creator. This includes Isaac Newton, one of the most famous scientists of all time.19I am not ashamed to concur with Newton’s quote from Mathematica Principia: This most beautiful system of the sun, planets, and comets could only proceed from the counsel and dominion of an intelligent and powerful Being. This Being governs all things, not as the soul of the world, but as Lord over all, and on account of His dominion He is wont to be called Lord God, Universal Ruler.20



Return to List of Topics Some of my Favorite Bible Verses Having been an evangelical Christian for about 30 years, I have a large number of favorite Bible verses. It would be impossible for me to list them all. But here are 20 of my favorite Bible verses – 10 from each testament. I have also included some short comments on what these verses means to me. Old Testament Micah 6:8 (NIV): He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.21 My Comments: This is a stark contrast to claims that the Old Testament God is immoral. Psalm 103:11-12 (NIV): For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.22 My Comments: You can’t get further than the east is from the west. This is the definition of ideal forgiveness. Isaiah 59:1 (NIV): Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear.23 My Comments: This is a very comforting thought in times of trouble for those who know the joy of trusting in God. Genesis 5:24 (NIV) - Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.24 My Comments: This is a tremendous obituary. I hope mine reads like that. Psalm 34:1 (NIV): I will extol the LORD at all times; his praise will always be on my lips.25 The Fact of Evolution?
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My Comments: This is a wise way to live your life. Isaiah 55:9 (NIV): As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.26 My Comments: God is quite a bit brighter than we are. Isaiah 45:9 (NIV): Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker, to him who is but a potsherd among the potsherds on the ground. Does the clay say to the potter, 'What are you making?' Does your work say, 'He has no hands'?27 My Comments: The puppets don’t tell the puppeteer how to run the puppet show. 1 Samuel 16:7 (NIV): But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”28 My Comments: This is the righteous way to judge people. Genesis 15:1 (NIV): After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward."29 My Comments: This verse inspired one of my favorite lines from John Newton’s Amazing Grace. Zechariah 4:6 (NIV): So he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty.”30 My Comments: This verse was as an inspiration to David Wilkerson – author of The Cross and the Switchblade. New Testament Matthew 1:23 (NIV): “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).31 My Comments: If you are a celebrity-chaser, this was the ultimate celebrity appearance. Nobody had to go looking for him. He came looking for us. John 14:6 (NIV): Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.32 My Comments: There is no other pathway to God. Romans 8:28 (NIV): And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.33 My Comments: God is always in control. Peace comes with believing that. 1 Corinthians 10:31 (NIV): So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.34 My Comments: The key to Godliness is selflessness. 1 Corinthians 13:11 (NIV): Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.35 The Fact of Evolution?
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My Comments: We will never have full knowledge in this world. But ultimately we will. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV): Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!36 My Comments: It is like magic. Nobody believes this trick can be done until they experience it for themselves. Galatians 2:21 (NIV): I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!"37 My Comments: The only road to God goes through grace. Galatians 3:28 (NIV): There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.38 My Comments: He is a God of equal opportunity for all. Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV): But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.39 My Comments: This verse summarizes the characteristics that God values. Philippians 3:12-14 (NIV): Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.40 My Comments: The most important thing to God is where you will go in the future, not where you have been in the past. Return to List of Topics
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Acknowledgments Endnotes are contained in the following section. The following shorthand notation connects the numbered endnotes to permission statements: N(x, y, z, …) indicates endnotes numbered ‘x’, ‘y’, ‘z’. I gratefully acknowledge permission to reproduce quotes from the following copyrighted material: N(8-18, 21-40): Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved. Notes and References 1. See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Springdale,_Pennsylvania for background information. 2. See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reddy_Kilowatt for background information. 3. Eric Foner, “The Education of Abraham Lincoln,” New York Times, 10 February 2002, http://www.nytimes.com/2002/02/10/books/the-education-of-abraham-lincoln.html. 4. Thomas Sowell, “Random Thoughts,” 4 June 2004, TownHall.com, http://townhall.com/columnists/ThomasSowell/2004/06/24/random_thoughts/page/full. 5. Ron Chernow, Alexander Hamilton (New York: Penguin Press, 2004), p. 33. 6. See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orthodox_Judaism for background information. 7. See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicene_Creed and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles'_Creed for background information. 8. Deuteronomy 6:4 (NIV) – You were shown these things so that you might know that the LORD is God; besides him there is no other. See Bible Gateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy%204:35&version=NIV. 9. Revelation 1:8 (NIV) – "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty." See Bible Gateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%201:8&version=NIV. Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of Greek alphabet (analogous to A and Z in the English alphabet); See http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alpha_and_Omega for background information. The implication is that there never was or never will be a time when God has not existed. 10. Genesis1:1 (NIV) – In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. See Bible Gateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201:1&version=NIV; John 1:3 (NIV) – Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. See Bible Gateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:3&version=NIV. 11. Psalm 24:1 (NIV) – The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. See Bible Gateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2024:1&version=NIV. 12. The stories of Moses (Old Testament) and Paul (New Testament) present two accounts of bidirectional communication between God and man. From the account of Moses and the burning bush: Exodus 3:4 NIV – When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!" And Moses said, "Here I am." See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus%203:4&version=NIV. From the account of God speaking to Saul of Tarsus (Paul) on the road to Damascus: Acts 9:3-5 (NIV) – As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" “Who are you, Lord?"
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Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts%209:3-6&version=NIV. 13. Matthew 28:19 (NIV) – Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028:19&version=NIV. 14. Matthew 1:18-25 (NIV) – See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%201:18-25&version=NIV; Luke 1:26:33 (NIV) – See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201:2633&version=NIV. 15. Matthew 27:11-61 (NIV) – See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2027:11-61&version=NIV; Luke 23 (NIV) – See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23&version=NIV; John 19 (NIV) – See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+19&version=NIV. 16. Matthew 28:1-10 (NIV) – See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2028:1-10&version=NIV; Luke 24 (NIV) – See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+24&version=NIV; John 20 (NIV) – See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20&version=NIV. 17. John 1:29 (NIV) – The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201:29&version=NIV. 18. 1 John 5:11-12 NIV – And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%205:1112&version=NIV. 19. For more information on Isaac Newton’s belief in a Creator-God, see “Religiously Neutral Science” in “About Science” from the website: David M. Kern, “The Fact of Evolution?” http://sites.google.com/site/factofevolution/. 20. Isaac Newton, “Mathematic Principles of Natural Philosophy,” 1686, translated by Motte from Latin in 1729 (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1934), as quoted from the website: Larry Vardiman, “Scientific Naturalism as Science,” Institute for Creation Research, http://www.icr.org/index.php?module=articles&action=view&ID=422. 21. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah%206:8&version=NIV. 22. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20103:1112&version=NIV. 23. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+59:1&version=NIV. 24. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+5:24&version=NIV. 25. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+34:1&version=NIV. 26. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+55:9&version=NIV. 27. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+45:9&version=NIV. 28. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel+16:7&version=NIV.
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29. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15:1&version=NIV. 30. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah%204:6&version=NIV. 31. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%201:23&version=NIV. 32. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2014:6&version=NIV. 33. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8:28&version=NIV. 34. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1 Corinthians+10:31&version=NIV. 35. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13:12&version=NIV. 36. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%205:17&version=NIV. 37. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+2:21&version=NIV. 38. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3:28&version=NIV. 39. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%205:2223&version=NIV. 40. See BibleGateway.com: http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3:1214&version=NIV.
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