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The Healthy Family (Part Three) Colossians 3:18-21 Dr. Jim Cecy Colossians 3:18-21 “Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and do not be embittered against them. Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they may not lose heart.” Review of Part One and Two: • FAMILY HEALTH INDICATOR #1. Wives Being Subject to Their Husbands (Colossians 3:18) • FAMILY HEALTH INDICATOR #2. Husbands Loving Their Wives (Colossians 3: 19) "The greatest thing parents can do for their children is to love and respect each other." “The greatest thing a husband or wife can do for each other is to put Christ first in their lives!” Now in Part Three



• FAMILY HEALTH INDICATOR #3.



Children Obeying Their Parents



Colossians 3:20 “Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.” "All that we are to be doing as parents is simply reduplicating what God does with us." (Ray Stedman) Luke 6:40 “ A pupil (our child) is not above his teacher (the parent); but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher (the parent).” children = Greek: teknon = any child living in the home, regardless of age



A. The Command to Obey Colossians 3:20 "Children, be obedient to your parents...” obey - hupakouo = lit. to hear and obey/to listen while under authority Ephesians 6:1-3 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), so that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth.” Proverbs 6:20 "My son, observe the commandment of your father, and do not forsake the teaching of your mother..." 1. Complete Obedience Colossians 3:20 "Children, be obedient to your parents in all things..." 2. Immediate Obedience "Postponed obedience is really a form of disobedience"



• Complete and immediate obedience is pleasing to the Lord. Colossians 3:20 "Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.” Luke 2:51-52 "He (Jesus) continued in subjection to them (Mary and Joseph); and His mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men." Matthew 3:17 "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased."



• Complete and immediate obedience is the right thing to do. Ephesians 6:1 "Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right."



B. The Benefits of Obedience Benefit #1. It prolongs your days Exodus 20:12 "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the Lord your God gives you.” Ephesians 6:2-3 “Honor your father and mother (which is the first commandment with a promise), that it may be well with you, and that you may live long on the earth.” Benefit #2. It blesses your life Proverbs 1:8-9 "Hear, my son, your father's instruction, And do not forsake your mother's teaching; Indeed, they are a graceful wreath to your head, And ornaments about your neck."



C. The High Cost of Disobedience Proverbs 30:17 "The eye that mocks a father, and scorns a mother, the ravens of the valley will pick it out, and the young eagles will eat it." Complete and immediate obedience is our gift to God and leads to a blessed and long life.
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• FAMILY HEALTH INDICATOR #4. Fathers Not Exasperating Their Children Colossians 3:21 “Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they may not lose heart.” Colossians 3:21 "Fathers, do not exasperate your children…”



A. The Command



“Fatherlessness is the most harmful demographic trend of this generation. It is the leading cause of the decline in the well being of children. It is also the engine driving our most urgent social problems from crime to adolescent pregnancy to domestic violence.” (Adapted from USA Weekend, “Fatherless in America” 2/24-26/1995. Quoted in Christian News, June 1-30, 1995, p. 6) Colossians 3:21 "Fathers, do not exasperate (Greek: erethizo) your children, so that they may not lose heart."



B. The Consequences Colossians 3:21 "Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they may not lose heart." “lose heart” = Greek: athumeo = losing heart/becoming discouraged, sullen, morose, feeble-hearted, drained of passion Breaking the will vs. Breaking the Spirit



C. The Correction “It is much easier to become a father than to be one.” (Kent Nerburn) cf. My article “How Not to Exasperate Your Children” (Available at www.campusbiblechurch.com) Principle #1. Principle #2. Principle #3. Principle #4. Principle #5. Principle #6. Principle #7. Principle #8.



Maintain Clear Standards Have Realistic Expectations Don’t Show Favoritism Listen to Your Children Show Affection Spend Time With Your Children Affirm Them Train Them To Be Godly (Eph. 6:4; 2 Tim. 3:15; Prov. 23:26)



"If I could get to the highest place in Athens I would lift up my voice and say, 'What mean ye fellow citizens, that ye turn every stone to scrape wealth together and take so little care of your children to whom you must one day relinquish all.'" (Socrates) Proverbs 17:6 "And the glory of children is their father."



Conclusion to the Series "And it is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers back to the children, and the disobedient to the attitude of the righteous; so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." (Luke 1:17) The greatest evangelistic tool God designed to draw people to Himself is a godly family. God is in the business of transforming lives and turning... ...the heart of the wives back to the husbands ...the heart of the husbands back to the wives ...the heart of the children back to their fathers ...the heart of the fathers back to their children
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“How Not to Exasperate Your Children” A Father-To-Father Chat By Dr. Jim Cecy Senior Pastor-Teacher, Campus Bible Church of Fresno, CA. “Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they may not lose heart.” (Colossians 3:21) There is a story that comes out of the land of Spain about a father and son who had become estranged. The son ran away, and the father set off to find him. He searched for months to no avail. Finally, in a last desperate effort to re-unite with his son, the father put an ad in a Madrid newspaper. The ad read: “Dear Paco, meet me in front of this newspaper office at noon on Saturday. All is forgiven. I love you. Your Father.” On Saturday 800 boys named Paco showed up — all of them looking for forgiveness and love from their fathers. 1 Here in Colossians 3:21 the apostle Paul gives his formula for helping make sure that these kinds of newspaper notices aren‟t necessary. He begins with the command: Colossians 3:21 "Fathers, do not exasperate your children…‖ The apostle Paul is fully aware of the problem that existed in the Colossian Church of the first century and, frankly, has been an on-going problem in the church throughout the ages. Too many bornagain Christian fathers, called to be the head of their families (1 Corinthians 11:3), have gotten their priorities wrong. As such they have been exasperating their children. Those children, in turn, have become increasingly disheartened and discouraged. A number of years ago, in February 24, 1995, the USA Weekend article entitled “Fatherless America” stated the following: ―Fatherlessness is the most harmful demographic trend of this generation. It is the leading cause of the decline in the well being of children. It is also the engine driving our most urgent social problems from crime to adolescent pregnancy to domestic violence.‖ 2 In recent days, sociologists and criminologists have come to agreement that the rise of crime in has a direct correlation to the rise of the single parent. Thus it is no wonder the apostle Paul writes his loving but firm command to fathers of every age: Colossians 3:21 "Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they may not lose heart." “Do not exasperate your children!” Considering a number of Bible translations and paraphrases helps us get the idea of the fullness of this Greek verb (erithizo): ―…don’t stir up your children…‖ ―…don’t embitter your children…‖ ―…don’t fret and harass your children.‖ ―…don’t come down too hard on your children…‖ ―…don’t aggravate your children…‖ ―…don’t provoke, irritate or fret your children…‖ ―…don’t over-correct your children…‖ ―…don’t vex your children…‖ How the children everywhere wish they could write these words on the tablet of every father‟s heart! 1



The apostle Paul now moves from stating the command to presenting the consequences, if fathers continue to exasperate their children: Colossians 3:21 "Fathers, do not exasperate your children, so that they may not lose heart." Here again the apostle Paul uses a colorful Greek word (athumeo) that speaks of losing heart, becoming discouraged, sullen or even morose. One version translates the word as “feeble-hearted.” More graphically, the word speaks of children who have been drained of passion, who have had the life sucked out of them and have given up trying to please. It pictures children who have become like dried-up twigs — so fragile and susceptible to being crushed under foot. Many fall easy prey to evil. Let me make a quick distinction here. There is a vital difference between breaking the will and breaking the spirit. Children are to obey their parents (Colossians 3:20; Ephesians 6:1-3). If they do not, they need to be disciplined appropriately. This involves breaking their will. Breaking their spirit, however, is what the apostle Paul is talking about here in verse 21. It is correction that goes beyond breaking the will — discipline that exasperates children, crushes their spirit and drives their passions. It is a fundamental part of what Ephesians 6:4 commands: Ephesians 6:4 ―Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.‖ I am reminded of the account of the young man who was to be sentenced to the penitentiary. The judge had known him from childhood, for he was well acquainted with his father — a famous legal scholar and the author of an exhaustive study entitled, “The Law of Trusts. “Do you remember your father?” asked the magistrate. “I remember him well, your honor,” came the reply. Then trying to probe the offender‟s conscience, the judge said, “As you are about to be sentenced and as you think of your wonderful dad, what do you remember most clearly about him?” There was a pause. Then the judge received an answer he had not expected. “I remember when I went to him for advice. He looked up at me from the book he was writing and said, „Run along, boy; I‟m busy!‟ When I went to him for companionship, he turned me away, saying “Run along, son; this book must be finished!‟ Your honor, you remember him as a great lawyer. I remember him as a lost friend.” The magistrate muttered to himself, “Alas! Finished the book, but lost the boy!” 3 Oh, how we grieve to see the many lost boys and girls who have been victims of fathers who have disheartened and exasperated them. What can we do to prevent this? I have to agree with Kent Nerburn who wrote, “It is much easier to become a father than to be one.” And yet, the difficulty of the job does not free us from the responsibility. Let‟s consider some principles concerning: How Not to Exasperate Your Children Principle #1. Maintain Clear Standards Almost a century ago, the Minnesota Crime Commission 4 issued the following report: "Every baby starts life as a little savage. He is completely selfish and self-centered. He wants what He wants when he wants it. His bottle, his mother's attention, his playmate's toys, his uncle's watch. Deny him these and he seethes with rage and aggressiveness, which would be murderous were he not so helpless. He is, in fact, dirty. He has no morals, no knowledge, no skills."
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Compare this with what King Solomon wrote almost 3,000 years ago: Proverbs 22:15 "Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child." The Crime Commission Report goes on to say: "This means that all children, not just certain children, are born delinquent. If permitted to continue in the self-centered world of his infancy, given free rein to his impulsive actions, to satisfy his wants, every child would grow up a criminal — a thief, a killer, a rapist." The point? Our children cannot raise themselves. They need our protection from themselves. So said Solomon: Proverbs 29:15 " The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child who gets his own way brings shame to his mother.‖ Children need correction and discipline. Yet, too many of us fathers have left the discipline to others (i.e. our wives, the schools, the government, etc.) and what little discipline we do is often unclear and inconsistent. However, our children are crying out to us, “Dad, don‟t leave me alone to guess what is right and wrong. Please be clear and tell me what to do.” Take the time to consider the simple statements of Proverbs 1:1; 2:1; 3:1; 4:1; 5:1 and you‟ll get the message. Children need to listen to the instruction of their fathers. That means fathers have to give it — packaged in clear rules and simple guidelines. In fact, the simpler the better. For example: • If you sleep on it – make it up! • If you wear it – hang it up! • If you drop it – pick it up! • If you eat out of it – clean it up! • If you step on it – wipe it up! • If you empty it – fill it up! • If you open it – close it up! You get the point, I‟m sure. To not give your children clear guidelines for living is to exasperate them. Principle #2. Have Realistic Expectations Consider the context of Colossians as we begin to understand the apostle Paul's point. The Head of the Church, Jesus Christ, does not exasperate, provoke and stir us up with criticism or unreasonable demands. He doesn‟t cause us to be discouraged and lose heart. So earthly fathers must guard against such practices with their children. Firm discipline must be accompanied by a healthy understanding that children are children Sometimes our expectations as parents far exceed our children's capability. It is no wonder that we so easily frustrate and exasperate them. They cry out to us, "Dad, sometimes I feel like it is impossible to please you. I just can't do anything right in your eyes." We fathers can dishearten our children, break their spirits and provoke them to anger through unrealistic standards and excessive discipline. Sometimes we are guilty of being far too strict. We expect a two-year-old to not spill his milk. We expect a teenager to act like an adult and then when he wants more freedom we tell him he‟s just a kid. Instead of having rules that teach, we have rules that strangle. 3



Principle #3. Don’t Show Favoritism We fathers can also vex our children by showing undue favoritism. Their neglected spirits cry out, “Dad, I‟m unique. Don‟t expect me to be like my brother, my sister…or…” Too many of us are guilty of comparing our children unfavorably to siblings or classmates — to that kid that likes to clean his/her room or that child that is amiable and trouble-free or the class valedictorian or the church super-star. We‟ve all seen the bumper sticker “My kid made the honor role.” and the corresponding bumper sticker, “My kid can beat up your kid that made the honor role.” I have often wondered what is like to have been the brother or sister of an Olympic gold-medal winner. What price did the siblings pay for not matching up? Perhaps we should take the time to review the story of Jacob and Esau or the story of the Prodigal Son‟s brother. Our Bible reminds us that every one of our children is uniquely made: Psalm 139:13-17 ―For Thou didst form my inward parts; Thou didst weave me in my mother's womb. I will give thanks to Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; wonderful are Thy works, and my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from Thee, when I was made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth. Thine eyes have seen my unformed substance; and in Thy book they were all written, the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not one of them. How precious also are Thy thoughts to me, O God! How vast is the sum of them!‖ Proverbs 22:6 calls us as parents to train up a child “in the way he should go.” The Hebrew word translated “way” or “manner” (derek) has to do with the bent of an archer‟s bow. Bend it too hard and it breaks. Don‟t push hard enough and it cannot function properly. Every child deserves to be dealt with according to his or her particular bent — his or her personality and manner. He is not his little sister. She is not her big brother. Treat them as individuals. Anything less will discourage and dishearten and can easily drive the passion from them. Principle #4. Listen to Your Children We exasperate our children and cause them to lose heart when we are not listening to them and when we discount what they say. They cry out, “Dad, are you really listening to what I am saying and trying to understand what I mean? I am not just a dumb kid!” Our children need to know that we value their opinions, even if their opinions are different than ours. In fact, the Bible tells us that some incredible things can come out of the mouth of children. I like what one little four-year-old prayed, as he was reciting the Lord‟s Prayer, "And forgive us our trash baskets as we forgive those who put trash in our baskets." There‟s some wisdom there. I am sure you could all wax eloquent on the profound things your children have said about God. There is so much more to learn from them — if we would stop acting the fool and listen. Take to heart the timeless words of King Solomon: Proverbs 18:2 ―The fool isn’t interested in understanding but only in expressing his own opinion.‖ Principle #5. Show Affection Many fathers dishearten their kids by failing to show affection and affirmation. Our children cry out in silence, “Dad, what was that you didn‟t say?” “You didn‟t say you appreciate me.” “You didn‟t say you are proud of me.” “You didn‟t say you love me today.” Death and life truly are in the power of the 4



tongue (Proverbs 18:21). By the way, I'm not just talking about verbal affection but also physical affection — giving that hug or that pat on the back. As I once heard and have never forgotten: “A pat on the back and a kick in the pants aren‟t far from each other anatomically, but there is a world of difference in terms of their impact.” Kids are never too old for this, just as we aren‟t. I believe it was Will Rogers who said, “We can‟t all be heroes. Somebody has to sit on the curb and clap as they go by.” We all want to be heroes to somebody. When is the last time you applauded your kid? I love how the apostle Paul, while in prison, encouraged his son in the faith, Timothy: 2 Timothy 1:2-6 ―To Timothy, my beloved son: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers did, as I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day, longing to see you, even as I recall your tears, so that I may be filled with joy. For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well. For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands.‖ What a pat on the back! It is especially powerful when we realize that by the time Timothy received this affirmation, the apostle Paul, his spiritual father, was dead. Don‟t wait to affirm your kids! Principle #6. Spend Time With Your Children We fathers can easily dishearten our children, simply by neglecting them. Perhaps they are crying out, “Dad, where are you? Let‟s do something together, just you and me. Okay?” The 19th century statesman, Charles Francis Adams, once wrote in his diary: “Went fishing with my son today — a day wasted.” They later found the diary kept by his son, Brook. His entry for that same day, “Went fishing with my father — the most wonderful day of my life.” I once read that, in America, the average time fathers spend with their children in quality conversation is seven minutes per week! Yet it doesn‟t take an advanced degree in child development to know that in a child‟s mind L.O.V.E. is spelled T.I.M.E. There are 1440 minutes in a day; 10,080 minutes in a week. I'd like to challenge each of us as fathers to commit to a three to five-minute "chat" with each of our children every day! (That's about 35 minutes a week per child). I'm talking about quality time where we are truly conversing with them — talking about life-changing matters and getting to know them as unique creations of God. Too many of us have made life far too intense for our children. Edith Schaeffer rightly speaks of the family as "a museum of memories." What kind of memories will your children have when they are adults? I am convinced that most children would rather have a museum full of brief daily chats then one giant yearly trip to an amusement park. Of course, they wouldn‟t mind that ride on the rollercoaster, either! Principles #7. Affirm Them One of the most common ways we exasperate our children is by constantly criticizing them. In many of our homes there seems to be an all-pervasive air of negativism — a gloomy cloud of criticism hovering overhead like a smoke-filled lounge. And our kids cry out from their exasperated hearts, “Dad, I know what I am doing wrong but what am I doing right?” I love what one father said to his child who came home with all F's on his report card: "Well son, there is one thing definitely in your favor — with a report card like this you couldn't possibly be cheating!" This father had the right idea. 5



Fathers, it is our God-given responsibility to be men of praise. I know it's difficult but look how valuable it is to them. Ponder these ancient words of wisdom: Proverbs 25:11 "Like apples of gold in settings of silver is a word spoken in right circumstance.‖ Many of us are familiar with the work entitled, ―Children Learn What They Live‖ by Dr. Dorothy Law Nolte. It‟s a timeless reminder: If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn. If a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight. If a child lives with ridicule, he learns to be shy. If a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty. If a child lives with tolerance, he learns to be patient. If a child lives with encouragement, he learns confidence. If a child lives with praise, he learns to appreciate. If a child lives with fairness, he learns justice. If a child lives with security, he learns to have faith. If a child lives with approval, he learns to like himself. If a child lives with acceptance and friendship, he learns to find love in the world. 5 Principle #8. Train Them To Be Godly On of the most often ignored ways we fathers dishearten our children is by ignoring their spiritual needs. As a result, our spiritually thirsty children cry out, “Dad, I know I do things that God does not like. Help me to know for certain I will go to heaven. Help me to know what it means to trust in Jesus.” The same apostle who commanded fathers not to exasperate their children (Colossians 3:21) also commanded them not to provoke those same children to anger (Ephesians 6:4). He also gave a part of the solution: Ephesians 6:4 ―...bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord." How do you bring a child up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord? Send him or her off to church and Sunday School? Arrange for them to attend a Christian school, Bible college or even a seminary? No, it‟s more fundamental than that. They must be taught “by precept and example.” Let‟s review these: • Teaching Our Children By Precept Far too many of us fathers have left the spiritual training of their children up to others — to their wives, the church, the Christian camp or Christian school. These are certainly good things but only as supplements to our own training of the children God gave us. I agree wholeheartedly with Charles Swindoll when he declared, "Don't expect the church to bring to life what your home is killing." Fathers, God has given us the responsibility for the spiritual welfare of our children and God Himself will hold us responsible for the spiritual training of our children! (Just read the Book of Proverbs and you'll see how serious God is about the matter) We play such a vital role in the lives of our children as the spiritual leaders in our home. As a family priest we are to represent our family before God — to pray for them and with them. As a family prophet we are to represent God to our family — to reveal what God says about matters of life by 6



teaching them the Scriptures. Certainly this involves formal times of instruction (i.e. family devotions and Bible studies) but it also involves using every day events to teach spiritual principles. I love the ancient words spoken to the children of Israel before they entered the Promised Land: Deuteronomy 6:4-9 ―Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one! You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.‖ How does that work for a 21st century father? While cutting the grass we teach about God's creation. While eating dinner we can teach about the need for spiritual food. While fishing with our kids we can teach them about fishing for men. While drinking water we can talk about how Jesus quenches our spiritual thirst. Isn‟t this how we find Jesus teaching in the Gospels? (Read John 4, etc.) So, when do we start teaching our children the Word of God? I laughed at a quote I read, “The best time to manage a minor problem is before he grows up.” We are to begin teaching our children how to be godly the day they are born — the very day. Listen to the apostle Paul's words to Timothy: 2 Timothy 3:15 "...from childhood (Greek: brephos = infancy) you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus." I began reading Scripture to — and praying specifically for — each of my kids the day they were born. • Teaching Our Children By Example “My father didn't tell me how to live; he lived, and let me watch him do it.” So said Clarence Buddinton Kelland. Perhaps your children don‟t have the same sentiment. Instead, they are crying out the all-too-common lament of a childhood filled without a father‟s good example to follow: “Dad, you teach me baseball and math and how to make my bed. Now, will you please show me how to be godly.” Many of you remember the old TV series, The Waltons. Tough and rugged John Walton stayed at home every Sunday "worshiping God on Walton's mountain" while Olivia and the children marched off to church like a bunch of spiritual ducklings. The implication was that women and children needed church, real men like John Walton didn't. Don‟t you believe it! The godly father is to be out in front of his family, being an example and providing for the spiritual well-being of his family. In the Book of Proverbs we catch the heart of the exemplary father, not just preaching at his son but living his faith before his son: Proverbs 23:26 ―Give me your heart, my son, and let your eyes delight in my ways.‖ A number of years back a psychiatrist made a claim that shocked many fathers into rethinking their priorities: "No little child will think more of God than he thinks of his father." Children receive their first impression of God the Father from their earthly father. To them earthly father and heavenly father are alike. If their earthly father is always gone, they'll perceive Heavenly Father as unavailable. If earthly father is overly critical, they'll think the same of Heavenly Father. However, the opposite is also true. Fathers, we can teach God‟s kindness to our children by being thoughtful. We can teach God‟s honesty by keeping our promises. We can teach God‟s justice by 7



being fair. We can teach God‟s holiness by being pure. Pastor Ray Stedman was spot on when he said, "All that we are to be doing as parents is simply reduplicating what God does with us." Think about that and add to it these probing thoughts from the Gospel of Luke: Luke 6:40 ―A pupil (Could this not be our child?) is not above his teacher (Should this not be us as father?) but after he has been fully taught he will be like his teacher (i.e. like his father!)." Our children will be like us. That's a scary thought. I once read, “A father is a man who expects his son to be as good a man as he meant to be.” I also read about a father who heard his son praying, "Help me God, to grow up to be the kind of man my daddy is.” The father went to his room and prayed, "Help me, God, to be the kind of man my little boy needs me to be." May it be so in this and subsequent generations. One Final Thought... The Greek philosopher, Socrates, understood the danger of neglecting our children. Speaking to his own countrymen, he wrote, "If I could get to the highest place in Athens I would lift up my voice and say, 'What mean ye fellow citizens, that ye turn every stone to scrape wealth together and take so little care of your children to whom you must one day relinquish all.'" It's my prayer that the words of Proverbs 17:6 will be true in our lives — in this generation and the generations to follow: Proverbs 17:6 ―Grandchildren are the crown of old men, and the glory of sons is their fathers.‖ 6 More simply stated, my hope is that someday when someone says to our children that they are just like their father, they will stick out their chest and not their tongue!



1



Adapted from a story found in Bits & Pieces, October 15, 1992, p. 13 Adapted from USA Weekend, “Fatherless in America” 2/24-26/1995. Quoted in Christian News, June 1-30, 1995, p. 6 3 Adapted from Homemade, February, 1989 4 The Minnesota Crime Commission Report was requested by the Governor of Minnesota in 1926 5 “Children Learn What They Live” by Dorothy Law Nolte, Ph.D., 1982 2
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Nov 25, 2012 - Review of Part One and Two: â€¢ FAMILY HEALTH INDICATOR #1. Wives Being Subject to Their Husbands (Colossians 3:18). â€¢ FAMILY HEALTH INDICATOR #2. Husbands Loving Their Wives (Colossians 3: 19). "The greatest thing parents can do for their children is to love and respect each other.". 
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