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The Government Shutdown: An After Action Report



On the need to pick the terrain of battle…



“He who knows these things, and in fighting puts his knowledge into practice, will win his battles. He who knows them not, nor practices them, will surely be defeated.” Sun Tzu, The Art of War Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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Totally Eliminating Federal Funding for New Health Care Law September 2013



Favor Oppose



38% 44%
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Here’s the Real Problem Sept. 2013



19%



This is the percentage of all Americans who favored totally eliminating federal funding for the health care law, even if it meant shutting down the federal government.
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Then, It Got Worse Eliminating Federal Funding for the New Health Care Law



Sept. 2013



Oct. 2013



Favor



38% 39%



Oppose



44% 50%
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Why It Happened



The political middle has disappeared. Most Liberal Republican



1982: DEM Caucus



1994: DEM Caucus



2002: DEM Caucus



2011: DEM Caucus



2012: DEM Caucus



HOUSE



344



Members



252



Members



Most Conservative Democrat



137 Members 16 11



GOP Caucus



GOP Caucus



GOP Caucus



GOP Caucus



GOP Caucus



Source: National Journal Vote Rankings from a presentation by Mehlman Vogel Castagnetti Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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We have seen a dramatic decline in ticket-splitting House seats since the Reagan Administration.



134 26



Number of “cross-over” seats after 1980



Number of “cross-over” seats after 2012



Source: Realignment and Party Revival: Understanding American Electoral Politics at the Turn of the Twenty-First Century by Arthur Paulson
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With half of Congress elected during the Obama era, there is little retained long-term institutional knowledge. HOUSE 84 Freshmen in 2013



47%



SENATE 15 Freshmen in 2013



29%



29%



44%



27%



24% Only Obama GW Bush Clinton or earlier



Source: Mehlman Vogel Castagnetti
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Understanding the World Through the View of Republican Members of Congress in Their Districts… Approve



Disapprove Prefer GOP Congress Prefer DEM Congress



37% 57% 46% 38%
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Forget the politics. Always remember: Members of Congress have the right to fight for their beliefs Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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Consequences



Consequences 1. A substantial drop in confidence about the direction of the country Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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Americans’ reaction to the shutdown was swift and negative about the direction of the country. Examples of Double-Digit Increases in Wrong Track



1990 Persian Gulf War Buildup 2013 Government Shutdown 2003 Iraq War 1991 Back to Normal/Post-Gulf War Adjustment 1993 Branch Davidians, Waco 2000 Bush v. Gore Supreme Court Decision Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape



Percentage Point Increase in Wrong Track



+19 +16 +16 +12 +12 +11 14



Americans are now less satisfied than ever before about the way the nation is being governed. % Satisfied



Post-Watergate (Sept. 1973)



26%



2011 Debt Ceiling Negotiations (Sept. 2011)



19%



Today (Oct. 2013)



18% Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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Consequences 2. A significant drop in consumer confidence Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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Consumer Confidence Now Economic Confidence Index- 2013 Weekly Averages



-21 -8 -22 -13 -8 -3 -9 -10 -18 -22 -39 Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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Consequences 3. Anger at elected officials Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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A significant majority of registered voters would vote to replace every single Member of Congress. Wave Election (Oct. 2010)



45%



2011 Debt Ceiling Negotiations (Aug. 2011)



54%



Today (Oct. 2013)



60%
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Consequences 4. An Ideological Boomerang Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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The shutdown produced a modest ideological boomerang with a small shift in support for increasing the role of government. June 2013



October 2013



Government should do more to solve problems and help meet the needs of people.



48% 52%



Government is doing too many things better left to businesses and individuals.



48% 44%
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Support Increases for the New Health Care Law Sept. 2013



Oct. 2013



Good Idea



31% 38%



Bad Idea



44% 43%
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Consequences 5. The Republican Party image drops to the lowest recorded favorable rating of the two major political parties in polling history Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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Republican Party Favorability Sinks to Record Low Republican and Democratic Party Favorables, 1992-2013



54% 53%



57% 31% Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape



43% 28% 24



Consequences 6. Congressional preference moves against Republicans Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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It also gave Democrats a larger advantage on Congressional Preference. September 2013



October 2013



43% 39% 46% 47% Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape



26



The Road Ahead



The Road Ahead 1. Do not expect a straight line—there will be unintended consequences which are difficult to predict today
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The Road Ahead 2. This type of data creates ripples that will take at least three to six months to track and understand Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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The Road Ahead 3. The significant shifts in attitude today are not a predictor, though, of whether the shutdown will end up truly impacting the 2014 election Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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The Road Ahead 4. Do not expect much change in how Congress functions and the level of likely paralysis that continues to lay ahead Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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The Road Ahead 5. The health care storyline will drift back to the implementation of Obamacare Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape



32



The Road Ahead 6. The health care policy debate about the new law will morph into the health care “reality” debate Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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Americans’ attitudes about the law will increasingly be determined based on their assessment of the health care law and its consequences to them personally Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape
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Likelihood of Using State Exchanges by Insurance Type Very/Fairly Likely



Among All 18-64 Year Olds Employer-Paid Private Insurance (41%) Self-Paid Private Insurance (10%)



Not Insured (13%)



14% 6% 23% 32%
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Because of the new health care law, Americans told us in the past year…



Premiums Increased Among Respondents with Private Insurance



Hours Reduced Among Respondents Who are Employed



Lost Health Coverage Among All Adults



Insured for First Time Among All Adults



26% 5% 3% 1%



Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape



36



PUBLIC OPINION STRATEGIES 214 N. Fayette St. Alexandria, VA 22314



Bill McInturff, Partner [email protected] 703.836.7655
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â€œHe who knows these things, and in fighting puts his knowledge into practice, will win his battles. He who knows them not, nor practices them, will surely be defeated.â€� Sun Tzu, The Art of War. On the need to pick the terrain of battleâ€¦ Page 3. 3. Public Opinion and the Current Political and Policy Landscape. 
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