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NOVEMBER 2012 COMMACK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH



Th e Mes s eng e r Open Hearts



Open Minds



Open Doors



A Wo rd Fro m O u r Pa s to r Flipping through the pages of an early draft of The Messenger, I notice the Holiday Worship Schedule. I almost told Donna to take it out. “It’s too soon; Christmas isn’t for months.” But then I realized that by the time you are reading this newsletter it will be November; Thanksgiving will be on the calendar with Advent right behind it. It isn’t too soon; it’s just in time.



W h a t ’s Inside 



Birthdays







Community







Upcoming Events







Holiday Schedule







Boy Scouts







Missions







Calendar



You will want to get the dates and special services on your calendar. Plans are already underway for some beautiful and soul stirring worship. And there will be a number of opportunities to invite friends, neighbors and family to join us. The choir cantata, the Sunday school presentation, the Longest Night Service in the chapel, a service of Lessons and Carols in the chapel, and of course, the Christmas Eve services, both of which will be in the main sanctuary this year. What a wonderful way to focus on the purpose for all the busyness that surrounds this time of the year.



In our Study Group, we are reflecting on some very thoughtful and provocative comments offered by the authors of the book The Advent Conspiracy. For instance, consider this: “Does the way we spend our time, money and energy testify that we worship God incarnate?” (p. 32) That’s a question you can spend some time on. Think about what the holiday season is like for you. The decorating, the shopping, the traveling, the Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe Pastor



Donna Etergineoso Editor



baking and cooking, the new clothes, the wrapping presents, and, of course, the money spent – there’s so much to do it’s hard to keep track of it all. But consider those activities in light of the question: if Christmas is all about worshiping Immanuel, Jesus, then how does the shopping and cleaning and cooking and traveling express your devotion? Does something special happen when you are baking the cookies, walking around the mall, spreading out the wrapping paper? Would others notice that special something? Who’s life is enhanced because of your actions. Are you honoring God and celebrating the gift of Love born among us with your activities? I encourage you to consider how you will celebrate Christmas this year in light of those questions. Have conversations with family and friends about why you participate in the activities you choose to be involved in and how Jesus is worshiped through them. It may make Christmas all the more adventurous and meaningful this year! There is the catch-phrase “Keep Christ in Christmas.” Remember, if Christ is missing the only one who can include him again is you. Keep your focus on Christ this Advent and Christmas and enjoy the wonder of it all. Peace, Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe
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A Thanksgiving Day Prayer Lord, so often times, as any other day, when we sit down to our meal and pray, We hurry along and make fast the blessing , “Thanks, amen. Now please pass the dressing .” We're slaves to the olfactory overload. We must rush our prayer before the food gets cold. But Lord, I'd like to take a few minutes more to really give thanks to what I'm thankful for : For my family, my health, a nice soft bed, my friends, my freedom, a roof over my head. I'm thankful right now to be surrounded by those whose lives touch me more than they'll ever possibly know.



bir thdays



Thankful Lord, that You've blessed me beyond measure. Thankful that in my heart lives life's greatest treasure. That You, dear Jesus, reside in that place And I'm ever so grateful for Your unending grace. So please, heavenly Father, bless this food You've provided, And bless each and every person invited. Amen by Scott Wesemann



N OV E M B E R b i r t h d a y s



2nd John Doss 2nd Dotty Arola 3rd Dan D’Amato 5th Virginia Freilicher 10th Bob Fritz 10th Jeanette Sehringer



Christmas Caroling December 15th Meet at 3pm at CUMC
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19th Sean Kessler 20th Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe 26th Victoria Zinkarvitch 28th George Stollen Christopher Bagno Lisa Reddo



We will be carpooling and visiting those folks who can’t make it to church to share the spirit of the season. All are welcome!



The Messenger



Did You Hear? Our own Pat Ross has brought her special stories to print! She is the author of a wonderful children’s book, “Jimmy The Squirrel Goes to School." “Since I have been a kid, I have been telling and writing stories,” says Pat when asked about the origin of the idea for the book. “I have been noticing that the childhood years seem shorter, with advancing technology, movies, TV and music of today. They are hurrying children along the growing-up path so must faster than before.” After discovering several books about bad behavior such as biting or name calling, Pat’s desire strengthened to create and make happen a gentle, imaginative, fun tale for little people. Putting the book together was on the back burner for a while, and wouldn’t have ever happened without the help of some key family members and supporters of her vision. With the help from her granddaughter, Annu, who took on the formidable task of publishing the book, daughter, Cindy, who found the illustrator, the advice and guidance of Suzanne Litrel and Phyllis D’Amato and with her son’s ideas and family’s support and encouragement, the top secret mission has finally come to fruition! “It’s a joy and a blessing to share this with all my friends! Where it goes from here I don’t know, but I hope the gentle, magical, fun stories will delight little children along the way and spark their imaginations.”



Prayer & Meditation November 10, 2012 At 9 am We will be meeting every 2nd Saturday of the month



Welcome Jimmy! and Congratulations Pat!!



THANKSGIVING DONATIONS Donations are requested to purchase fresh food for Thanksgiving The fresh food will be used to decorate the altar and to donate to families in need. A basket will be placed on the table at the rear of the sanctuary for collections in November. Thank you. Page 3
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Worship Committee



requesting volunteers



We are requesting volunteers to sign up to provide light refreshments for these special services. A sign up sheet will be available.      



Wednesday, November 21st, Thanksgiving Eve - 12 Noon in Chapel Wednesday, November 21st, Thanksgiving Eve - 7:30 P.M. in Sanctuary Sunday, December 16th, Longest Night Service - 5:00 P.M. in Chapel Sunday, December 23rd, Christmas Carols - 5:00 P.M. in Chapel Monday, December 24th, Christmas Eve - 5:00 P.M. communion service in Sanctuary Monday, December 24th, Christmas Eve - 11:00 P.M. in Sanctuary Legend tells us that the donkey that carried Jesus into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday followed Him to Calvary. Appalled by the sight of Jesus on the cross, the donkey turned away but could not leave. It is said that the shadow of the cross fell upon the shoulders and back of the donkey. A cross marking found on many donkeys today remains a testimony of the love and devotion of a humble, little donkey.



November Sunday, November 18th



9am



Sanctuary



Sunday before Thanksgiving/Stewardship Sunday



Wednesday, November 21st



12 noon Chapel 7:30 PM Sanctuary



Thanksgiving Eve Prayers and Reflection Thanksgving Eve Service



Sunday, December 2nd



9am



Sanctuary



First Sunday of Advent & Holy Communion



Sunday, December 9th



9am



Sanctuary



Second Sunday of Advent & Choir Cantata



Sunday, December 16th



9am 5pm



Sanctuary Chapel



Third Sunday of Advent Longest Night Service



Sunday, December 23rd



9am 4pm



Sanctuary Chapel



Fourth Sunday of Advent & School Presentation Lessons & Carols Service



Monday, December 24th



5pm 11pm



Sanctuary Sanctuary



Christmas Eve Family Service Candlelight Service



9am



Sanctuary



Epiphany Sunday



December



January Sunday, January 6th Page 4
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The Messenger



At our October meeting, we were privileged to hear of the experiences of Sarah “Yaa” Mackay during her mission trip to Ghana last February. Her slides and stories told of a land and culture much different from ours and yet the same heart and love shared by all. We especially noted Sarah “Yaa’s” wonderful smile in all the photos. Thank you Sarah “Yaa”! And thank you, Matilda, for providing the delightful refreshments from African recipes.



The school supplies sent to the special education students in North Carolina were received with “happiness and gratitude” by both teacher and pupils. Teacher Kelly was especially appreciative of the sorely needed huge package of tissues. A thank you card signed by the students is located on UMW bulletin board.



UMW



The November meeting will be held on the 8th at 7:30 pm in the parlor. Our pledge service will be presented by treasurer Margie Zoltowsky. We may also discuss our budget and nomination of officers for 2013. Dot Megna will be our hostess for the evening.



Please remember our annual Christmas Cookie Sale to be held on Sunday Dec 9th in the hallway, following our morning service. We will pack the donated cookies Saturday, Dec 8th. We will appreciate any home baked cookie donation delivered by 9 am. All proceeds go toward our mission projects.



LYDIA CIRCLE



Our November meeting in the parlor is cancelled as a luncheon is being planned. Circle members plan to donate tea, coffee and other food stuffs for the Thanksgiving baskets. Ladies, please leave your donations in the food box, in back of the church.



CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS If you wish to order a Christmas plant for the altar, please fill out this form and place it in the offering plate or return it to the Church Office by Monday, DECEMBER 3, 2012. You may pick up your poinsettias after the 11:00pm service on Christmas Eve.



Please print: YOUR NAME__________________________________________________________ IN MEMORY OF________________________________________________________ Or IN HONOR OF__________________________________________________________ HOW MANY PLANTS DO YOU WANT?_____________________ $12 PER PLANT (6” POTS, 8 - 10 RED BLOOMS) Please write checks to CUMC and indicate that it is for the Christmas flowers. Page 5
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MISSION NEWS Welcome Fall with its crisp, windy



Leftover Halloween Candy? days! As the air gets cooler and the days get shorter, we turn our attention to those who are not as fortunate as Leftover Halloween candy? ourselves and try to share God’s Bless- We have a place for it. Drop ings with others. any leftover candy with us, as these items are needed by the soup kitchens to make PB & J GANG candy rolls for their Christmas October saw our PB&J group out in party. force – enough so as to produce 1,280 sandwiches! Great goThanksgiving FOOD DRIVE ing! Thank you to all who volunteered and contributed to our PB&J supplies. You We will be collecting for the are a blessing to those who are without meals on Thanksgiving Food Drive – the weekends. We currently are in special need of both fresh and dry/canned folding sandwich bags and peanut butter. Please goods are needed (stuffing, drop off either of these items in the back of the gravy and all the trimmings). Your “FREE Turkey” church in the designated box (on Sunday). If you coupons will also be gladly accepted. Remember bring them during the week make sure the church any cakes, pies, cookies and juice will also be apoffice knows. I will be putting reminders in upcom- preciated. If you have any turkeys, hams, etc. we ing Bulletins each Sunday. also have room in our refrigerator/freezer to accept Please remember that the Peanut Butter & Jelly Gang (PB&J) meets the first Saturday of every month. Our next gathering will be November 3rd beginning at approximately 8:30 a.m.



these and any other perishable items. Just give the office a call and let Donna know you are dropping these items off so that pick-up/storage arrangements can be made or call Anne Tammaro. Look for more information on this in the weekly Bulletins.



THRIFT SHOPPE Mission Thrift Shoppe news? The news isn't new! There are fewer and fewer people to cover the many time slots open to volunteer in the Shoppe. The next two months are the busiest, and we have special sales which means we need even more manpower. Please sign up to volunteer- even for an hour, you would be working with an experienced volunteer to show you the ropes.



We thank you for your donations.



And remember to mention the shop to your friends! So many people stop in and say they never knew the shop was here. Page 6
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Saturday, November 3rd at 6pm Is the Annual “ALL YOU CAN EAT”



(Yes, all you can eat Roast Beef and all the fixin’s!)



Price Change? NO! Same ol’prices $12.00 for Adults; $6.00 for Children 6-10 and children under 6 are FREE. Reserve tickets from Donna in the church office or on Sundays after church service.



Deadline is Wednesday, October 31st. So...bring the family, the neighbors and your friends. See you there! HELP is needed as the cooks cannot do this alone. Please sign up on the “Sign-up” sheet in the hall.



Patti & Gery Spory
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SEPTEMBER 25, 2012 ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD MINUTES Matilda Gollatz opened the meeting at 7:35 with 17 SPR: Evangeline Manjares, absent members present. Reverend Lynda led us in prayer. No report The minutes of the previous meeting were approved. Membership: Kathy Muller One Baptism with two more planned. Lay Leader: Mike Mallgraf, absent No report Historian: John Muller Historical articles continued in the Messenger Finance: Sam Prasad absent, but email report rehave been well received. ceived and read aloud by Matilda  Insurance premium on church buildings are exMemorial: Kathy Muller pected to go up. We are insured with Church Mu- 11 memorials received for Florence Critelli, 2 for tual Insurance Co. Doris Nelson, 1 each for Thomas Zanetta and  A motion to form a Stewardship committee of 3 Walter Lockhart, totaling $575.00, designated for or 4 members, which is different from the the building fund. Acknowledgements sent. SeaFinance Committee, was made by Matilda Golsonal banners will be added to the memorial oflatz, seconded by Joe Megna, passed. ferings list.  Matilda presented the motion: E-Giving, a secure, easy to use interface on our church’s web Trustees: Tom Mazzola site for making pledges via the web as well as  Chapel work needed, including interior paint and give our offerings to the church using (EFT) elecrepair with repair of the ramp. tronic funds transfer services that transfer  Estimates expected for repair and paint of the money from the congregants checking account alcoves in the sanctuary. to the church’s checking account. It was sec Minor work needed in Thrift Shoppe. onded by Tom Mazzola. Discussion was held.  Lights to be changed in the woman’s basement The motion passed with 11 for, 3 opposed and 3 bathroom. abstentions. The Finance committee will create  A video screen(s) for the sanctuary is being ina plan to implement E-Giving; this may not be vestigated by Mike Hervey and Sam Prasad, a implemented if costly. Finance Secretary Judy generous donation has been committed to this not aware of any increase in her work load. project. th  Stewardship Sunday will be on November 18  The Boy Scouts are available on Oct. 6th for 2012: cleanup day. Tom and Joe will not be available th  Nov 12 , a letter from Reverend Lynda will be that day. Members are requested to suggest sent out with pledge cards needs, one of which is removing defective play Nov. 18th during the service and prior to the ofground item, also cleaning of sanctuary. Any one fertory, the pledge cards will be collected in a is welcome to help on this day. Tom thanked inclosed box, separately from the offertory plate. dividuals: Joan Nehlsen for her outdoor work  The Finance committee is starting on the 2013 and John Muller for cleaning the boiler room. budget  Ginny Eichenauer asked about the missing  SPR is requested to notify the Finance commitpedal for the Chapel keyboard, hoping it will be tee about salary recommendations for the pasreplaced or repaired if found. tor and church staff by Oct. 15.  Pumpkin Patch has indicated that there will be Parsonage: Marge Wright no increase in their giving for 2013 The parsonage is in good condition, no problems.  Council of Ministries and other committee chairs The sexton’s apartment is fully repaired. are requested to send their specific requirements to Finance by Oct. 15th . Page 8



Building Committee: Tom Mazzola No meetings held. Thrift Shoppe: Patti Spory, absent Marge Wright mentioned the volunteer dinner to be held Tuesday evening.



Education: E. Manjares absent BSA: no church liaison person. Worship: Sobana Prasad absent Dot Megna reported plans being discussed for the holiday season. Prayer service nicely planned and attended , next one on Oct 13.



Fair: Connie Jarvis: BSA volunteered to put up wooden sign and will put up our tables. Sign is up and other signs are Mission Facilitator: Joan Kopping absent needed to place around town. Joe and John volunteered to put up the country Pastoral Care: Al Svoboda kitchen trellis. Sue & Jim Medina visited on Sept 17th. Jim is LIKUMC members are planning outdoor activities, noted to be a faithful caregiver. Hymns were sang in addition to their usual lunch. and prayer offered. UMW: Deb Hervey, absent Ginny Eichenauer reported the weekend retreat at Quinipet was successful. Sarah Mackay scheduled to speak about her experiences in Kenya at the October 11 Meeting.



Happening: Pat Ross absent, email report received Karen Mallgraf noted the Nov 17th women’s trip to see “Menopause the Musical” The planned Polo game was cancelled due to date change. Christmas caroling will be held on Dec. 15th at 3 pm



Youth: Rev Lynda reporting  Deb Hervey planning a bowling event for the Nurture: Ginny Eichenauer youth. No report, committee members needed  A Youth Counselor position may be offered after back ground checks of the individual and the No old or new business church are completed and received. Rev. Lynda:  Confirmation class of 4 youth begins Sunday Men’s Group: John Muller after church service. All is well, often attended by 12 men.  A study: “Advent Conspiracy” will be held on Monday evenings and Thursday morning inOctoP.P. Board of Managers: Tom Mazzola ber and November, notice in Messenger and A meeting was held last night and registration is bulletin insert. good. Mary Lou Vetrano presented the budget,  Charge Conference will be held here on Saturstating there will not be any salary increases for day, December 22nd at 9:30 am. Lake Ronkon2013. There is a concern that 2013 enrollment koma and Kings Park UM churches will also atmay be down due to 4 year olds entering kindertend. Committee submissions will be accepted garten. for the report booklet . Treasurer: Karen Mallgraf All bills are paid, handout distributed. Finance Secretary: Judy Titolo Pledges and money coming in regularly. Handout distributed Council on Ministries: Mike Hervey absent Rev Lynda reporting that seasonal banners will be ordered, one of which will be a memorial. Please note the fall banner hanging in the sanctuary, borrowed from Parish Resources.



Next ad board meeting will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 27th at 7:30 Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm Attendance: Matilda Gollatz Tim Sampson Judy Titolo Dotty & Joe Megna Barbara Knippenberg Joan Nehlsen Karen Mallgraf



John & Kathy Muller Joan & Al Svoboda Marge Wright Ginny Eichenauer Tom Mazzola Lynda Bates-Stepe Connie Jarvis Page 9
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HELPING HANDS- BOY SCOUT TROOP 125



from 9AM-3PM



outside the King Kullen in Commack (120 Veterans Memorial Hwy # 1) and the ShopRite in Commack (1 Garet Place - near CostCo.)



On Saturday, November 4th from 9am-3pm, Boy Scout Troop 125 will hold a Peanut Butter and Jelly Drive outside the King Kullen in Commack (120 Veterans Memorial Hwy # 1) and the ShopRite in Commack (1 Garet Place). All of the peanut butter and jelly collected will be donated to the Commack United Methodist Church’s Peanut Butter and Jelly Gang who meet on the first Saturday of every month to make an average of 1,200 PB&J sandwiches each month. All the sandwiches are delivered to St. Anne’s Church in Brentwood and distributed to the needy on Long Island. Other food items collected will be donated to a local food pantry. If you would like to donate peanut butter and jelly but can’t make it to either of the supermarket locations on November 4th, feel free to stop by during our meetings on Tuesday nights between 7:30-9:00pm or contact Kathy Gazerro at (631) 368-3602 or via email at [email protected] to arrange for an alternative time and place to drop off your donations.



2012 WREATH & PLANT SALE The Scouts of Troop 125 will be conducting their annual Wreath & Plant Sale for the 2012 Holiday Season. Among the items offered will be a variety of wreaths, grave blankets, roping and poinsettias. Orders must be placed by Tuesday, November 20th. Items will be available for distribution Tuesday, November 27th at the Scout meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 8:00 p.m. Order sheets will be available on the Church bulletin board. For further information, please contact: Kathy Gazerro Troop 125 Fundraising Chair at (631) 368-3602 or via email at [email protected] (SAMPLE) Page 10



Scrip Program Help raise money for Boy Scout Troop 125 and avoid those long lines and busy stores at holiday time...and don’t forget the exchange lines when something doesn’t fit. Do your holiday shopping by giving gift cards purchased through the Troop at no extra cost to you! You will find our SCRIP PROGRAM fundraiser flyers and order forms with all the details on the Church bulletin board soon!
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FAMILY FUN Kid Friendly Apple Stuffing Muffins How kids can help: Stir ingredients and press into muffin tins. What You Need:



        



6 Cups bread cubes (See right) 1 Cup diced apple 1/3 Cup finely-diced onion 1/2 Tsp. minced sage 1/2 Tsp. fresh thyme Dash of cinnamon 1/4 Cup apple juice 1 1/4 Cup chicken broth Maple syrup



Making Bread Cubes : Cut bread (4 slices of whole wheat bread and 4 slices of oatmeal bread) into cubes. Arrange on baking sheet. Spray with olive oil cooking spray or drizzle, lightly, with olive oil. Broil, on low, for about 1 minute on each side. Preparing Ingredients: Sautee onion for 2 minutes then add apple, sage and cinnamon. Sautee for another 2 minutes. Spray muffin tin with olive oil. Mix all ingredients and then press gently into muffin tins. Drizzle lightly with maple syrup. Bake at 350 degrees for approximately 30 minutes. Serves 10.



Turkey Nuggets What you need:



Prepare pan covering with aluminum foil so if honey drips it won’t make a mess of



   



your pan.



Slices of turkey 1 Tbsp. Milk



Using a small, round cookie cutter, cut out little medallions of turkey from the thick



2 Tbsp. Honey



slices of leftovers or turkey cutlets.



Panko bread crumbs Mix milk and honey in a small bowl. Put bread crumbs in another bowl. Dip medallions in honey mixture, then crumbs, set on prepared baking pan. Broil on low for a few minutes, each side, until slightly golden. Serve with honey or honey mustard sauce.



Dessert Ideas Pilgrim’s Hats



Turkey Cookies — makes 24







1 2.5-oz.bag of miniature Reese’s Cups







1 package Pillsbury Ready to Bake Sugar Cookies







1 12-oz. bag of milk chocolate Hershey’s Kisses







1 8-oz. bag of candy corn











1 13-oz. package of Fudge Striped Cookies



1 12-oz. container of chocolate frosting







1 4-oz. tube of yellow decorating icing







1 4-oz. tube of orange decorating icing







1 4-oz. tube of orange decorating icing







1 4.8 oz. package of Wilton Jumbo Rainbow Sprinkles



Melt about 10 Hershey’s Kisses in microwave for 30 seconds. Use melted chocolate as adhesive to attach a Reese’s Cup to an upside down Fudge Striped Cookie. Wait 15 minutes for chocolate to harden, and draw a buckle and band on the pilgrim’s hat.



Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Place raw cookie dough evenly apart on a baking sheet. Cook for 11 to 15 minutes. As soon as the cookies are done, place four or five candy corn in the hot dough so they stay in place. Wait for the cookies to cool, and frost with chocolate icing. Use two sprinkles for the eyes, and draw a beak and two legs on each cookie. Page 11



























[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: the messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
the messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church












[image: The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church]
The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church















The Messenger - Commack United Methodist Church






Nov 2, 2012 - chapel, a service of Lessons and Carols in the chapel .... illustrator, the advice and guidance of Suzanne Li- trel and Phyllis .... beginning at approximately 8:30 a.m.. Leftover .... A video screen(s) for the sanctuary is being in-. 
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