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A Wo rd Fro m O u r Pa s to r Do you know what the PDF is? Have you ever heard of the PDF? Probably not. If you have some vague association of PDF and angels that’s because you’ve seen it on our Christmas Angel Tree. But most people, even if they’ve heard of it, don’t know what it is.
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Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe Pastor



Donna Etergineoso Editor



PDF stands for Pastor’s Discretionary Fund and that pretty much explains it all. It is a monetary account held by the Trustee Treasurer and used at my direction. It’s funded by contributions from the congregation and when a need arises that I feel is justified, I can use these funds to cover the cost.



ments. Between the economy and the continued effects of Sandy and the inclement weather, people are struggling just to find shelter on cold nights. While what I’ve been able to do is limited, the PDF has allowed you – through my role as pastor – give a few people a short respite from their struggles. Please continue to hold in prayer all who are struggling financially and particularly those who are living without shelter. May the day come when all of our neighbors have safe, warm, secure places to call home. And may God show us how we can help make that happen.



If you would like to know more about the Usually there is about $300.00 – $400.00 Pastor’s Discretionary Fund please don’t in the account. Uses might include buying hesitate to ask. And if you like to make a gas, paying a utility bill, covering some medicontribution you can send it to the church cal costs or helping with housing. Someoffice or put it in the offering plate and mark times the recipients are known to me, someit: PDF. The fund is down to approximately times they are strangers. I take time to dis$100.00. Thank you. cuss their situation, offer suggestions for both short-term relief (social service agen- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ cies, food pantries, other relief centers) as well as long term goals, and prayer. I can’t For your prayers so readily offered, help everyone who requests it and I can For your concern so freely expressed, never solve their problems but I do try to For your cards so thoughtfully sent, listen, care and offer whatever tangible aid I For your embraces so compassionately exchanged, believe is needed. I pay upfront for the items and then request reimbursement from the For your memorial gifts so graciously given, For all the ways you let me know your love and Treasurer. sympathy upon hearing the news of my Recently I have had three different requests father’s death, I am grateful. for help with housing. I wasn’t able to do You made real to me God’s comfort and much – a night or two in very inexpensive blessing. motor inns. One person I could not even help. Homeless shelters are full and turning Thank you. people away. And some families are already in a motel room but falling behind on pay-



Peace, Lynda
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A Prayer... Almighty God, my heart beats quicker and the desire for Thy care grows stronger when I remember Thy promises are given for all eternity. May I be grateful and contented with Thy love and care. Amen



APRIL Birthdays 5TH 5th 5th 8th 9th 13th 22nd 23rd 24th 26th 27th



Maggie Hervey Carly Theofield Emma Theofield Joan Fritz Tom White Julia Theofield Kimberly Clendenning Jennifer Mallgraf Sobana Prasad Ariana Doss Sarah D’Amato Tom Devine



Movie Night- April 5th



Family Retreat at Camp Quinipet April 19-21 Page 2



Miami food exec Lucy Hill (Renee Zellweger) wants a vice presidency job so bad she can taste it. Which explains why she volunteers to help streamline her firm's manufacturing plant in the town of New Ulm, Minn. -- an undertaking that could take months (during winter, to boot). Lucy's all business when she first arrives; the workers are suspicious, and an early run-in with handsome union rep Ted (Harry Connick Jr.) goes awry. But her walls inevitably topple in the face of her assistant's relentless cheeriness, and before long, Lucy's grown attached to her employees and neighbors, especially Ted ... just in time for her to discover that her boss wants to shut the factory for good.



The Messenger



Youth News from February You may have wondered why our Sunday School seemed to be getting into Mardi Gras spirit when you saw masks way before Shrove Tuesday. For the month of January, we explored the story of the Samaritan woman at the well. This story is found only in John 4:1-42. The story takes place in the province of Samaria. Samaria was home a remnant of Jews who over the centuries has intermarried with nonJewish people of the region. This placed them in violation of Jewish purity laws, and was the basis for a longstanding hostility. They had the same basic beliefs, but because of these racial differences, worshipped in their own temples in different locations. Jews and Samaritans were not allowed to speak to each other, nor could pious Jews set foot on Samaritan soil.



Our focus in February was the story of Zacchaeus. It is a small story in the scriptures - it only takes up ten verses. And yet, it is a story that most of us learn as children and many learned the song that tells the story that is found in Luke 19:1-10.



One of our lessons in January we used masks to understand the story. The Samaritan Woman at the Well had an identity of being outside the accepted community. Because of this, her true self was masked; she did not reveal herself to the community and the community treated her as invisible. Jesus saw the woman for who she was and still extended to her a full relationship with him: living water. As she removed her mask, she opened herself to a full relationship with Jesus Christ. We experienced the story using body postures and facial expressions. We also discussed the concepts of what it means to be invisible in our society. We made our own masks and discussed how they might change our identity, both from our own perspective and from those around us.



Here Jesus proclaims his mission on earth: the Son of Man has come to seek and save the lost. Jesus was able to see into Zacchaeus’ heart and declared him worthy of God’s love, simply because he had been found. During one of the lessons this month, we explored items that might be found on an archeological dig in an area where Zacchaeus lived. We worked together to discern what artifacts would be found in any Palestinian home and what artifacts might be the signs of someone who had a lot of money (i.e., lots of imports.) and be associated with Zacchaeus’ lifestyle. We discussed the story of Zacchaeus in relation to those artifacts. We also pondered who are the lost whom Jesus would seek today.



Not only was Zacchaeus short, but he was a tax collector for the Roman Empire in Jericho. He was commissioned by Rome to collect a set tax; he was then allowed to keep any additional fees he chose to charge. The more money he accumulated, the more evident the extent of his corruption. Tax collectors were considered traitors and the scum of society. He was friendless and faithless.



When Jesus came through town, Zacchaeus was eager to see him. The crowds were thick as Jesus walked Jesus, however, chooses to take the shortcut through along the main street. Being short, he decided to climb Samaria, and stops for a drink of water in the heat of the a tree so that he could get a good view. Jesus saw him day. There he meets a Samaritan woman who is an out- there, called him by name, and invited himself to dinner. sider, even in her own community. There she meets Je- In those days, the law of hospitality required that anyone sus, and he addresses her, a violation of social custom. who ate at the table with you was to be considered a In their dialogue, Jesus asks for a drink, but then offers friend. Sinners and those considered outside the law her “living water.” As they converse, she gains recogni- were not allowed to eat with religious people. By eating tion of who he is, and runs into town, forgetting her soat Zacchaeus’ house, Jesus affirmed that Zacchaeus cial status, to share the good news of the Gospel. All the was now a friend, that he was now acceptable. In rebarriers that have kept her from having a relationship sponse to this overture, Zacchaeus became a changed with her own people have been removed. She can be man. He publicly offered to give half of his many possesherself, reflecting the glory of God. She truly becomes sions to the poor and return four-fold to all the people he the first evangelist. had defrauded.



Here’s a question for everyone to ponder: How does the living water of Jesus Christ embrace us for who we are and empower us to be who he wants us to be?



Pretzel Sunday Our annual pretzel making Sunday School lesson will be Sunday, March 3rd. Please have the children dressed in clothing comfortable for mixing and rolling dough. The remainder of March we will be learning about Mary Magdalene. Page 3
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Pretzel Day Sunday



Page 4



21 03 13 A pA rpi rl i l2 0



Youth News During March our Sunday School class explored the events of Holy Week, the crucifixion and resurrection with a special focus on Mary Magdalene. While the cornerstone of our faith, the death and resurrection of Jesus is a tough one to teach and relate to others so they truly understand its significance. Our curriculum helps our teachers do so in lessons that our children can understand. We first meet Mary in Luke 8:2 where Mary is part of a group of women from whom Jesus has cast out evil spirits and cured infirmities. That is the only place she is specifically mentioned until the events of the crucifixion and resurrection. Matthew, Mark and John place her at the foot of the cross along with the other women who undoubtedly followed Jesus throughout his ministry (Matt. 27:56, Mark 15:40, John 19:25). She continues to hold vigil when his body is placed in the tomb (Matt 27:61, Mark 15:46). Mark 23:55 records that “the women who had come with him from Galilee followed… and prepared spices and ointment.” It is likely she was among those women. She was she among the first to find the empty tomb (Matt. 28:1ff, Mark 16:1ff; 16:9 in the longer ending; Luke 24:1-12) and to speak with the risen Lord (John 20:1-18). Mary Magdalene is often portrayed as a woman of “ill-repute”. Medieval scholars imposed the image on her as they sought to claim an identity for the “sinful woman” who anointed Jesus in Luke 7. Mary from the Galilean town of Magdala is simply a woman who found healing from her illness through her relationship with Jesus Christ. It is probable that she then spent her life, along with a number of other women, ministering to Jesus and his disciples. As the first witness to the resurrection, talking to Jesus at the tomb, she becomes an apostle to the apostles. She is the



one who tells the disciples the good news of resurrection. Jesus is alive! We also touched on the hard issues related to the cruel and unusual death by crucifixion. Crucifixion was not a pretty sight. It was essentially a method of protracted torture that ended in death and was used for the most hardened of criminals. Without the crucifixion, there would have been no resurrection, which is cornerstone upon which the Christian faith rests. And so as Christians, we do not grieve as others do, but can give thanks to God because of the hope of the resurrection. On Palm Sunday, the Sunday School presented Reverend Lynda with a special gift that symbolizes our lessons for the month. Something to discuss around the table at home from our March lessons: 



Read the accounts of the crucifixion and burial of Christ.







Talk about what it would have felt like to be at the foot of the cross like Mary Magdalene before the resurrection.



In April will continue the Easter Season by learning about Easter traditions around the world. Youth Group Members save the date for our 30 Hour Famine event the weekend of April 26 – 28th. Marilyn and Deb will work real hard to arrange the event around sports schedules so all can participate as fully as possible. Watch for an e-mail for details. Page 5
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UMW We all mourn the loss of our dear friend and longtime member Phyllis Faber who was active in UMW and our church activities for many years. She now joins her husband Carl in The Church Triumphant. We extend our sincere condolences to son Paul and his family and to her sister-in-law, Jeanette and Larry Sehringer. The next UMW meeting will be held on Thursday, April 11 at 7:30 pm in the parlor. The program will be a presentation by Brian Beltrani, a Physician’s Assistant in training at Stony Brook University. He and several others travelled to Ecuador on a medical mission. Our UMW had previously made a donation for his mission. All women are invited to attend, if transportation is needed please contact Deb or Ginny and they will arrange transportation.



will remain lit during the worship service as a wonderful symbol of the love these women have brought to our lives. A dollar donation for each woman being honored is requested. Applications will be found in the Sunday bulletin on April 7th, 14th & 21st. Please honor the April 28th deadline, so the scrolls can be printed up.



Dates to remember: April 27th UMW District meeting at the Smithtown UMC on Saturday, April 27th at 9 am. We will carpool from our church. September 27th-29th UMW retreat at Camp Quinipet, Shelter Island: September 27th 28th 29th.



Mother’s Day Candlelight Celebration: Sunday, May 12. We invite you to honor and remember our beloved women by having a candle placed on the altar. They



Lydia Circle Last month the group was able to view (via iPad) a short, inspirational video about a stand -up comedian/bartender who becomes a UM minister, taking God to the street and using local taverns for church worship. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 3 at 10:30 am in the parlor. Ginny will present a short program “The Value of Friendship.” Joan Nehlsen will serve as hostess. All women and their friends are cordially invited to attend this informal meeting.
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May 12th An insert will be in the Sunday bulletin on April 7th regarding candle requests. As in previous years, a $1.00 donation for each candle in memory or honor of a beloved woman- a mother, grandmother, sister, aunt, or friend- will be accepted. The deadline for this donation is April 28th, and on Mother’s Day, May 12th, we will have candles lit at the altar in honor and memory of these wonderful women.



The Messenger



Boy Scout Troop 125 - Scouting for Food! Boy Scouts from Troop 125 worked through the Sunday of March 10 collecting donations of boxed and canned goods from shoppers of Commack’s King Kullen and ShopRite. These donations, totaling in an impressive 1139 pounds, were collected for the local families of Long Island who are in need of food. This, combined with the Peanut Butter and Jelly Drive collection from December (903 lbs), totals 2042 pounds of food collected by the troop this year. Approximately 260,000 people on Long Island rely on soup kitchens, food pantries, or emergency shelters for help with food each year. Troop 125 aids in Long Island’s fight against hunger along with other local scouting troops and the Commack United Methodist Church’s Peanut Butter Jelly Gang. The Peanut Butter Jelly Gang is a program that meets the first Saturday of every month to package sandwiches which also go to aid people deprived of food. Boy Scout Troop 125 meets every Tuesday from 7:30-9:00pm at the Commack United Methodist Church (486 Town Line Road, Commack) and is open to boys ages 11 through 18 residing in Commack, Dix Hills, East Northport, Kings Park, Smithtown and their surrounding communities. For membership information, contact Scoutmaster Bob Kowalski via email at [email protected] or visit the website at www.troop125ny.org. By Matthew O’Connell (Life Scout, Boy Scout Troop 125)



Page 7



April 2013



Missions Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday Raised $376 As of the time this writing, 6,494 groups participated in SouperBowl of Caring 2013. Together they collected $6,761,099 in cash and food items for charities in their area. Commack UMC contributed $376 of that total, after our youth presented the “Tackling Hunger” skit.



Flowergrams Our Flowergrams brought smiles to all who received them!



A special thank-you to our skit cast: Peter Colavito, our tackler; Rev. Lynda who was tackled Kimberly Clendenning, a narrator and Deb Hervey, narrator



85 individuals were the recipients of 141 flowers and bouquets during Valentine’s Week. For those who delivered the flowers on the Sunday after the Blizzard of 2013, the smiles were the only reward they needed for trekking out on that day. Our deliveries continued through the week into the following Sunday.



Please see the chart below for our giving over the past decade. This year was the 20th anniversary. For anyone not in church on February 3rd, here is the link to the video that was shown. Deb Hervey was particularly moved by one statement the founder made. He remembers getting letters from one church that said, we were able to raise “only” $30. That was the amount of contributions the first year Commack UMC youth participated. This year’s contributions are over ten times that amount and has grown almost 3-fold in the past decade!



This is a double mission for our church. It brings joy to so many members of the congregation and raises money for our youth activities. This year, the youth raised just over $150.



Commack UMC Souper Bowl of Caring Giving History $400



Commack UMC Giving History $354
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Thrift Shoppe April will be a full month for all the volunteers. We are having a BAG SALE on Saturday, April 6th from 10am to 2pm. We can use all the help we can get. Even an hour would be welcome. The BAG SALE will continue during the week on Tuesday, April 9th and Friday, April 12th.



Hopefully with much of the last season’s inventory sold with the bag sale, we will have our “change over” day on Monday, April 15th. This is when we pack up all our winter clothing and donate it to a very worthy cause- Beacon House. Beacon House



is a shop where Veterans and their families can select clothing at no cost to them. When the winter clothing is out of the shop, we start unpacking all the spring/summer clothing that we have stored since September. We are lucky to have "tons" (40 plus boxes) of clothing to shelf and to hang. You can understand that we NEED many people to accomplish this in one day. Please consider coming to the shoppe on Monday. We start at 9am and we do have FUN!!!!!!



CUMC Thrift Shoppe



COMMUNITY YARD SALE JUNE 8th, 2013 10AM - 3PM Vendors Wanted Refundable Cleanup Fee $25 For more information call Church office 499-7310
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CUMC Fellowship Dinners International Dinner Saturday April 13th at 6pm We are very excited to announce the return of the International Dinner. For this dinner, there is no fee, as each family is requested to bring a family-size heritage or favorite dish, in addition to a salad OR dessert, PLUS some of the essentials: coffee, tea, sugar, milk, butter. A sign-up sheet will be available on the bulletin board. We ask that you enter the number of family members who will (or might) attend, so we have a viable count for the table and chair set up. If you have any souvenirs, items from your travels or treasures from “the old country,” please bring them in so we have some nice displays. Inform John of this, and he will have space available for you. If you are concerned about safety, you may bring them in earlier in the day, when we are present or just prior to the dinner. Authentic foreign dress is always an eye catcher and in



St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Preparation for the St. Pat's dinner began weeks in advance with tickets being typed up and printed. The temperamental dish washer was finally repaired and it now works like "new." Tables and chairs were set up by the scouts on Tuesday. The planners scoured the store circulars for the best food prices throughout the week before purchasing and as ticket sales increased in the last days a second round of food shopping was needed. On the morning of the dinner, the peelers were ready, willing and able before 9am. It seemed as if there were at least a dozen workers in the kitchen doing their job on the carrots, turnips and potatoes. The potatoes were worked over by having their eyes tweaked and dark spots removed so much so, that additional potatoes had to be purchased (another run to the store!) for fear that there would not be enough. So many things to do… prepare the glaze for the meat, peel the apples, trim the brisket, cook the brisket as well as the potatoes, turnips, Page 10



the past we have had a ‘fashion show’ of Korean, Indian, Chinese, Bavarian and Philippine outfits, do not hesitate to dress according to your heritage…this is an International dinner! INTERNATIONAL DINNER ENTERTAINMENT: We encourage our members to help provide some entertainment for the dinner. We know some of you have hidden talents that you are secretly hoping to share and we are looking for some very enjoyable surprises! Please see Kathy about this. Help will be needed in setting up on Friday the 12th and serving, we would be pleased to have you volunteer. There will be NO dishwashing for anyone! We request that after the dinner, you bring your dish back home with you. Kathy & John Muller carrots and cabbage. While the kitchen crew was busy, another group put the finishing touches on the tables in the fellowship hall. In the final hour it became a little hectic as everything came together. And come together, it did! When the final moment arrived, our cashier welcomed our incoming diners while collecting their dinner tickets. After everyone was seated, Rev. Lynda gave the blessing and the confirmation class who, after given their final instructions, began serving our bountiful feast. To create a bit of festive ambiance, Irish tunes played throughout the evening as we enjoyed meal and dessert of apple crisp and coffee and tea. As the dinner drew to a close, the clean-up crew busily scrubbed the pots and washed the dishes. It wasn’t until after 9pm when the floor was finally mopped and we could all go home. Great news! Our St. Patrick’s Day dinner netted a profit of $670 for our church. Thanks to all who worked hard to make this event such a success! Patti and Gery Spory



The Messenger



Spring Time Cleaning Logic Puzzle Spring has arrived and Donna has the cleaning bug. The day was so warm and sunny she just couldn’t help herself. It was spring-cleaning time! She dusted and washed, moved furniture, shook out rugs, scrubbed windows, and waxed woodwork. She got into a routine where she would clean two rooms, then take a break, then she’d clean two more rooms, and then take a break, until she was done (the start times were every two hours from 9:00AM to 7:00PM). By the end of the day, she was exhausted…but the house sparkled with cleanliness! Determine what time she started working in each room (one room was the bedroom) and how long it took her to clean each room (one room took 1-1/2 hours). 1. The first two rooms she cleaned did not include the living room. 2. The kitchen was cleaned at 3:00PM, but it didn’t take her 1-3/4 hours. 3. The last room took her 1-1/4 hours to clean, but it wasn’t the bathroom. 4. The dining room only took her one hour to clean. 5. At 9:00AM, the room she tackled took her 1-3/4 hours to clean. The kitchen took her longer to clean than the bathroom. 6. The last two rooms she cleaned, in no particular order, were the playroom and the bathroom.
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