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December 2010/January 2011 COMMACK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH



Th e Mes s eng e r Open Hearts



Open Minds



Open Doors



A Wo r d F r o m O u r P a s t o r For your reflection and prayer in this Advent Season:
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Youth Programs







Family Page



(words from Alive Now N/D ’00 p. 50) by ANN BARR WEEMS In each heart lies a Bethlehem, an inn where we must ultimately answer whether there is room or not. When we are Bethlehem-bound we experience our own advent in his. When we are Bethlehem-bound we can no longer look the other way conveniently not seeing stars not hearing angel voices. We can no longer excuse ourselves by busily tending our sheep or our kingdoms. This Advent let‟s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that the Lord has made known to us. In the midst of shopping sprees let‟s ponder in our hearts the Gift of Gifts. Through the tinsel let‟s look for the gold of the Christmas Star. In the excitement and confusion, in the merry chaos, let‟s listen for the brush of angel‟s wings. This Advent, let‟s go to Bethlehem and find our kneeling places.



Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe Pastor



Donna Etergineoso Editor



May your Advent be filled with hope and your Christmas be a celebration of great joy! Peace, Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe 486 Town Line Road · Commack NY 11725 (631) 499-7310 Office: [email protected] Pastor: [email protected] www.commack-umc.org
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A Prayer... Christmas Eve Prayer Loving God, Help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and worship of the wise men. Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let kindness come with every gift and good desires with every greeting. Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Amen. ~Robert Louis Stevenson



The Meaning of Christmas "Christmas" signifies "Christ's Mass," meaning the festival of the Nativity of Christ, and the word has been variously spelt at different periods. Christmas has also been called Noël or Nowel. As to the derivation of the word Noël, some say it is a contraction of the French “nouvelles” meaning “tidings”, “les bonnes nouvelles”, that is "The good news of the Gospel"; others take it as an abbreviation of the Latin “dies natalis” meaning "the birthday."



The meaning of Amen in Prayers The word 'Amen' found in prayers is a Hebrew word meaning firm and faithful. The literal translation is 'so be it' and is used where one person confirms the words of another, and adds his wish for success to the other's vows and predictions.



Notes of Thanks... 227th HARVEST DINNER We hope you were able to attend the 227th Harvest Dinner, Nov. 6th. We were glad to welcome many new people to our "staff" of vegetable peelers, table setters, and clean-up. Over $500 was cleared and went to current expenses of the church. BSA 125, once again did a great job of setting up the tables and chairs, serving food, and table clean up. Thanks to all, Gery & Patti Spory STEWARDSHIP On Sunday, November 21, 2010 we celebrated our stewardship by dedicating our pledges for 2011 during our worship service. The Finance Committee would like to thank all those who have returned their pledge cards. If you have not yet filled out a pledge card, we ask that you consider doing so. You can return your pledge form by: Placing it in the offering plate during worship Mailing to the CUMC, Attn: Judy Titolo at 486 Townline Road, Commack, NY 11725 Emailing it to Judy Titolo at [email protected]. Please see pledge card on page 6 of this newsletter. Page 2
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Congregational Life of CUMC December Birthdays Shawn Devine



John Muller



Phyllis Faber



Dave Rysdyk



Maureen Kessler



Lisa Rysdyk



Mike Mallgraf



James Sullivan



Matthew Colavito Betty Mascola



Evangeline Manjares



Paula Titolo



Carl Faber



Kaylee Reddo



Tom Mazzola



Margie Zoltowsky



Nancy Gamby



Larry Sehringer



Tracey Kopping



Art Wilson



Barbara Mondelli



January Birthdays



Martha Lockhart Karen Malgraff



Congratulations



Marge & George...



happily announce that they were joined in a



Covenant Ceremony celebrating their love for each other on



November 14th, 2010 in a private ceremony officiated by Pastor Lynda Bates-Stepe with beautiful music provided by Dotty Arola at the Commack United Methodist Church. Page 3
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Harvest Fair Heartfelt thanks to all who were a part of this year‟s Harvest Fair. We had fun, great fellowship, worked together and realized proceeds of over twenty three hundred dollars to benefit our Church‟s current expenses. What a wonderful experience and accomplishment! This is the listing of proceeds by individual booth: Bake Table $ 425.80 Basket Table 30.50 Boutique 1,093.50 Korean Table Donation 50.00 Kountry Kitchen 262.20 Parcel Post Booth 220.00 White Elephant Table 298.30 Total Proceeds $ 2,380.30 Less Expenses - 75.65 Net Proceeds $ 2,304.65



Located In Macy ’s Shopping Center. 36 Veterans Highway, Commack, NY 11725 Tel: 631-499-9820 Fax: 631-499-0406 www.bagelchaletny.com Located at 134 Commack Road Commack, NY 11725 Tel: 631-462-0612 http://giuntasmeatfarms.com Located at 169A Commack Road Commack, NY 11725 Tel: 631-543-3392 www.dunkindonuts.com



Thank you to the inspired volunteers, to those who donated items and to our loyal and growing customer base. You all contributed to our success! A special thank you goes out to the leaders and members of Boy Scout Troop 125 for assisting in the Fair set-up and tear-down, as well as building the Rope Bridge which was enjoyed by children and adults alike. They also conducted a donation-only Car Wash which many of us patronized, raising profits for their troop‟s activities. The Harvest Fair, almost a year in the making, was enjoyed by all on a beautiful autumn day! Make every day a special day. Enjoy the bounty of whatever today brings your way! Thanks to all, Connie Jarvis



The operation of the Kountry Kitchen is almost totally dependent on the generosity of our church members. Many of the requested items , cleaning supplies and staples, are used throughout the year, at various coffee hours and dinners. There were four local businesses that donated food supplies to complete these items:  Bagel Chalet, Jericho. Tpke.;  Meat Farms, Commack Rd.;  Dunkin Donuts, Commack Rd.;  Richters Orchard, 2 1/2 miles east of Larkfield on Pulaski Rd. Please show your appreciation by patronizing them. You can always say, "Thanks for your donation to the Commack Methodist Church Fair". It works and they are glad to hear these words. Thanks again, Connie Jarvis & Patti Spory
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Thrift Shoppe News The Shoppe is ready for Christmas!



We need:



The seasonal household and clothing items are on display.







There will be a huge TOY SALE, Sat. Dec. 4th, 10 - 3. There are many new toys, still in their boxes. This is a great place to get supplies and toys for visiting kids and grandchildren. We are always in need for people to "tidy" up the shop. If you could give us an hour to refold clothes, that would be a great benefit. We, also are in need of small paper jewelry boxes, and jumbo, clear, zipper plastic bags.



 



Volunteers for 1 hour blocks of time to refold clothes, etc. Small paper jewelry boxes Clear jumbo plastic zipper lock bags



TOY SALE SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4TH 10AM - 3PM



United Methodist Women UMW members: Please give your cash donations ASAP to Nancy Gamby for purchase of online Christmas gifts to be sent to our Adopted Appalachian family. We are not purchasing individual gifts, to be mailed in bulk, as we have previously done, postage has been too high. Our December Christmas Worship and Fellowship will be held on Thursday, December 9. At 7:30 in the sanctuary the program, “The Lonely Hill”, will be presented by Ginny Eichenauer. Following the program, refreshments will be served in the parlor. Nancy Gamby & Judy Titolo will serve as hostesses; UMW members are requested to bring a plate of finger foods. Everyone in the congregation is invited to attend.



CHRISTMAS COOKIE SALE Our cookie sale will be held in the fellowship hall on Sunday, December 12, following the Sunday morning service. Members are requested to have all home baked goodies in the fellowship hall on Saturday, December 11 by 9:30 am. We will begin packaging at 10:00 am sharp. All proceeds from the sale benefit our mission commitments. JANUARY MEETING The United Methodist Women will meet on Thursday , January 13, 2011 for the installation of officers. Program and hostess to be announced.
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Worship Schedule for the Holidays DECEMBER Sunday, December 5 9:00 am Second Sunday of Advent & Holy Communion



Sanctuary



Sunday, December 12th 9:00 am Third Sunday of Advent



Sanctuary



Sunday, December 19th 9:00 am Fourth Sunday of Advent & Choir Cantata & Church School Pageant 7:30 pm Longest Night Service A service of hymns and reflection



Sanctuary Chapel



Friday, December 24th 5:30 pm Candlelight & Communion Service 11:00 pm Candlelight Service



Chapel Sanctuary



Sunday, December 26th 9:00 am First Sunday of Christmas



Sanctuary



JANUARY Sunday, January 2nd 9:00am Second Sunday of Christmas/Epiphany



Sanctuary



Stewardship Pledge Card 2011 Pledge for God’s work through Commack UMC Along with my presence at worship and fellowship events, my prayers for the church and people, and the sharing of my gifts to further the work of God,



I pledge $ _________________



a week ____ a month ____ a year _____ .



May God’s blessing be with us all as we serve in the name of Jesus Christ. You can return this pledge form by:
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Placing it in the offering plate during worship







Mailing to the CUMC, Attn: Judy Titolo at 486 Townline Road, Commack, NY 11725







Emailing it to Judy Titolo at [email protected]
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Boy Scouts Troop 125 BOY SCOUT TROOP 125 CELEBRATES 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF SCOUTING Service to the community and to the Commack United Methodist Church as their sponsor is of great importance to Boy Scout Troop 125 in their efforts to “Do a Good Turn Daily.” The troop, in the months of October and November have been busy with events such as the Harvest Fair in assembling a Monkey Bridge, holding a car wash in front of Pumpkin Patch, helping to set up for the fair and organizing a table for taking scrip and wreath orders as well as clean up after the event. This month, Troop 125 also served as waiters for the Harvest Dinner on November 6, distributing meals to the tables. Scouts too, helped collect food to donate four Thanksgiving baskets, each to feed a family of four.



Car Wash



Upcoming troop events include the Annual Holiday in the Woods, November 20-21 for Webelos scouts from area Cub Packs as guests. Included will be fun activities and a Thanksgiving feast highlighted by holiday hams and turkeys cooked in garbage cans and all the trimmings. The scouts also plan to participate in the church‟s Angel Tree Program where they will provide gifts for the Christmas holiday. Written by Life Scout and Troop 125‟s Historian, Daniel Jiritano



Setting up ropes bridge



Four gorgeous Thanksgiving baskets to be donated



Monkey bridge in action Page 7
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CUMC Charge Conference Saturday, November 13, 2010 At Christ United Methodist Church, Port Jefferson Station, NY 11776 Our District superintendant, The Reverend Adrienne Brewington, opened the conference, stating that she is hopeful that there is joy in our presence with sharing, benefits and prayers. We prayed for individuals, church programs and our wounded warriors among others. Port Jefferson Station , Christ UMC is celebrating their 50th anniversary and their presentation included on-screen listings of their works of faith. Port Jefferson UMC is celebrating their 175th anniversary. They shared their works of faith with input from a congregant playing „Methuselah‟



Development: Joan Kopping & Kathy Muller were nominated and accepted by motion for the class of 2013. Reverend Brewington gave Reverend BatesStepe permission to call a special charge conference to elect a third person. We affirmed Beverly Furey as a local pastor originating out of our church. Mike Malgraff, Deborah Hervey and Anne Tammaro were approved as lay speakers . Trustees: Three nominees, Tom Mazzola, John Muller & John Adam were elected by secret ballot. By motion, the ballots were destroyed.



St James UMC related their works of faith, including Rev. Lynda spoke of the many deaths and mara heartfelt „bulb story.‟ riages she officiated in this past year as “shared tears and joys.” She also said it was a ”privilege All 4 churches mentioned the slight decline in and honor to be part of this church.” Church school. Reverend Brewington presented us with a DVD of COMMACK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH highlights of the Annual Conference and a “Faithful Twelve of our congregants were present, including in Ministry Award‟” for total payment of our apporReverend Bates-Stepe. Mike Hervey reported on our tionments. church activities and the re-tooling of committees and annual activities. “Our growth is doing well.” The conference was closed with Holy Communion celebrated by the four pastors present. We sang a We voted to accept our Administrative Board Comhymn and Reverend Brewington closed with prayer. mittees as corrected:  Virginia Eichenauer is no longer chair of MemRespectfully submitted, bership; this will now be handled online, out of Kathleen Muller the church office.  Penny White, Pumpkin Patch secretary is a vot- Attendance: ing member on the Board of Managers.  Tom Mazzola and not Kathy Muller is Chair of John Muller Dot Megna the Building Committee. Kathy Muller Joanie Nehlsen Deb Hervey Matilda Gollatz SPR: Deborah Hervey, Marge Wright, Evangeline Manages were nominated and accepted by motion Mike Hervey Joan Svoboda for the class of 2013 Tim Sampson Al Svoboda Ginny Eichenauer Pastor Lynda Committee on Lay Nominations & Leadership Page 8
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Youth Programs Theo‟s Report from Sunday School We‟ve blasted off and are having a great time so far. Our first unit we learned a little bit more about Noah and what it really might have been like for him AND his family. We fast-forwarded a few hundred years and in October we heard new stories about Abraham and Sarah. He really was a good man to listen to God and travel so far from his home because God asked him to do it. And Sarah and Hagar were there with them. We hope you liked the Hummus we made for World Communion Sunday that would have been something that Sarah and Abraham would share with the travelers that visited them and said that Sarah would have a baby even though she was almost 100 years old!



In November we‟ve had more fun in the kitchen and with Ms. Sobana learning about the 10 commandments. Check out the bulleting board in the RE building! As the Messenger goes to press we are going to be completing our 10 Commandments unit with a Puppet Show – the Perfect 10. (Look for us to share that with the congregation in January). In December, we will kick-off our Messengers of the Covenant Unit on December 6th, in the Kitchen with Grandpa Artie who‟s going to give us a whole new way to look at fruitcakes. Then we will be preparing banners that show all the different messengers that told or foretold Jesus‟ birth. The banners will be used in this year‟s and Pageant, which will be presented during worship on Sunday, December 19th.



Do you recognize any of the characters below?



Are you a good storyteller? Do you like reading to your grandchildren, nieces or nephews or wish they were close enough or still young enough that you could? We have a great audience of children who love to have the adults come and share the stories. Sometimes you dress up and become the character and sometimes it‟s done as a storyteller.



Do you have a special hobby but don’t know how we’d use it in a lesson? On Sunday, October 31st Heroes and Villains of the Bible visited us. The congregation had a great time guessing who was in their midst during coffee hour.



Please share with Tricia Nehlsen Green or Deb Hervey and we‟ll find a way to have you share that hobby or skill! We have lots of openings for January – March. Don‟t make us find you, please step forward and be a part of this fun, exciting and most vital part of our church‟s ministry!
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We are missing YOU to have Youth Group meetings. Youth Group is scheduled for every Sunday from 10:30 till noon. Ms. Jenn and Mrs. H. have activities planned every Sunday but most require at least 3 youth to be interesting and/or fun! Please join us! We also have a couple of fun activities coming up. See Movie night schedule and the article about the Ignite retreat.



MOVIE NIGHT RETURNS Youth Group will be hosting Movie night the first Saturday of the month (except for January – date will be January 8th!) Our first movie will be Blindside and January‟s movie will be Invictus. Watch for time and location in bulletin and next month‟s messenger. Other movies that may be shown in future months (including a couple of double feature evenings):  Prince Caspian  Knights of the South Bronx  Perfect Game  Freedom Writers  Ratatouille  Diary of the Wimpy Kid



New York Annual Conference Ignite Weekend Set for January 21 –23, 2011 New Location!!!



the New York Annual Conference‟s Youth Event planned by the Youth Council made up of youth representatives from all of the districts in the conference. Cost is $150 which $59 is covered by budget and prior fundraisers. Please see Ms. Deb to sign-up. $100 dollar fee is due to her by December 19th to meet the 12/31 deadline. Fee goes up to $199 if register after December 31st. There will be a meeting on Sunday, December 13th, at 10:30AM to discuss Mission Trip options for our youth group and any adults who would be interested in joining us. There are a couple of lower cost options in Connecticut and Pennsylvania and both have openings for spring break which seems to be a better time than trying to schedule a trip in the summer. If you or your families are interested, please plan to attend.



iGive.com-



Turn your online Shopping &



Searching into Donations for Commack United Methodist Church. JUST TYPE “COMMACK” IN THE KEYWORD SEARCH



iGive.com is totally free. Plus, you get access to free shipping deals and exclusive coupons, in addition to access to online stores such as : AmaThis year‟s Ignite event will be held at zon.com, Pottery Barn, eBay, Staples, Petco, Expethe Taconic Conference and Retreat dia, Best Buy, QVC and many more. Center in Poughkeepsie. A toboggan run will add to  Raise a Penny per Search at www.iGive.com by the fun for the weekend. using iGive‟s search engine. Ignite is a weekend of High Powered Praise, Meaningful Workshops, Great Speakers and Exciting Wor-  Up to 26% of your purchases is donated to your favorite worthy cause and contributions to ship. Mix that with a toboggan run and dance party CUMC are considered tax-deductible. and you have one terrific retreat weekend. This is
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Family Page- Advent Wreath Activity







Color the advent wreath and the four candles.







Then cut out the candles and







Add them to the wreath.
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Dec 2, 2010 - be it' and is used where one person confirms the words of another, and adds his wish for success to the other's vows and predictions. 
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