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June 2010 COMMACK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH



Th e Me sse n ge r Open Hearts



Open Minds



Open Doors



A Word From Our Pastor



Special Invitation Please join us for the Rev. Jae-Woong Chang Inauguration Celebration Service of the Long Island Korean United Methodist Church Time: 5:30 pm Date: Sunday June 6th Place: Sanctuary After the worship service, all are invited to the reception held in the fellowship hall.



We recently received a letter from Bishop Park thanking us for paying 100% of our apportionments for 2009. Apportionments are our fair share of the mission, outreach and expenses of the general church. Through appointments we train and commission missionaries in the US and abroad, administer the pension program for the retired pastors, support local benevolences like the Far Rockaway mission, pay the Bishop’s salary, coordinate health programs and support countless other church programs and functions. It is good to know we can be so effective and far-reaching in our service to God. It was also very heartening to read Bishop Park acknowledge how difficult it can be to meet all the expenses of a local church budget including the apportionments. He does not take our hard work and willingness for granted. As we move into a new appointment year there are many churches that are moving from full time pastors to part time pastors. That is a huge adjustment with concerns and dangers for a congregation. There is also the potential for great spiritual growth and enhancement of ministry when served by a part time pastor.



Rev. Lynda Bates-Stepe Pastor



Donna Etergineoso Editor



We are not in such a position at Commack UMC. I am happy to say that I have never received a paycheck late (as have many of my colleagues), that our bills for both buildings and programs are paid in a timely fashion, that we respond to building emergencies and have some funding for regular maintenance included in our current expense budget. We never have all the money we need to do everything we should be doing but we always get by. While I pay attention to the weekly finance report, I don’t sweat our ability to pay our bills



the way I have in other congregations. There are four reasons why our finances are so much better off than other churches: the Pumpkin Patch Day Nursery, the Thrift Shoppe, sharing facilities with the Long Island Korean Congregation and congregational giving. All four are ways we serve God and reach out into the community with Love. I believe the PPDN, Thrift Shoppe and facility sharing facilities are all ways to be in ministry in the name of Jesus Christ. I am grateful that we are associated with all three. They make us a better congregation. But they also help us pay the expenses associated with our ministry. They are both missional and practical. It may be tempting to read this and think, ―Great, that means my giving to the church doesn’t need to increase.‖ Are you sure? What about your giving to God? Remember, when you put your money in the offering plate it is dedicated to God and the work of Christ. It’s not my money. It’s not the church’s money. And it never was your money. It’s God’s money. How does God want you to use it? Stay in constant communication with God about how you are to use the financial gifts that God has given you. And give thanks for all that we are able to do here at Commack UMC. We are blessed; may we be a blessing to our neighbors, our community and our world. Peace, Rev. Lynda
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A Prayer... Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to serve you in freedom and in peace. Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen From the Book of Common Prayer



Introductions Greetings! I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself to the congregation. My name is Donna Etergineoso and I am the new Administrative Assistant working with Pastor Lynda in the church office. Carolyn spoke very highly of everyone here while she trained and prepared me to begin the position and I am very excited to meet you and match faces with the names with whom I communicate. Church Office Hours Monday - Friday 9am—12 noon 1pm—3pm Phone: 499-7310 Email: [email protected]



I live and grew up on Long Island in St. James, I have a B.S. in Business Management and have worked in law, publishing and real estate. I am also currently a real estate salesperson. I am very good with computers and the internet and hope that you like some of the updates and changes that I bring to the church. On a personal note, I really enjoy being in the outdoors. I grew up camping as my family vacation and had the opportunity to visit much of the US that way. Although we don’t



camp as much as I’d like anymore, I try to take advantage of what Long Island has to offer by biking, hiking and geocaching in many of our local parks and kayaking in our rivers and harbors. I also enjoy live music, dancing, theater, reading and crafts but as many can attest, some of those enjoyments fall by the wayside for a while until we realize how much we miss them again due to our busy lifestyles. I am fortunate to have a very close family. I have a 13 year old son, Nicholas, who you may meet, 2 wonderful sisters and brothers in laws who have given me 3 nephews and one niece all under the age of 4. I am excited to be here and look forward to working with you in the future! Warmest regards, Donna



June Birthdays



June’s F low er is the Ro se. June’s B ir thstone is the Pear l.



Florence Brooks



Mike Hervey



Alec Rysdyk



Barbara Devine



Doris Hoffmann



Christopher Titolo



Carol Fricke



Bradley Kopping



Elizabeth Waidelich



Pranith Gona



Joan Nehlsen



So, our friends, we are sending Birthday Wishes for you today, We’re hoping that you will have the Best Birthday in every way! If you know someone not listed, please give us a call!
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The Messenger



Upcoming Events Long Island Ducks Game On July 6th we will be enjoying our annual trip to the ball park to watch the Ducks in action!



Tickets in our reserved section will be $12 each. Game time is 7:05pm but you can come early. We have a limited number of tickets, so if you do not already have yours, get them soon! July is coming up fast!



JULY 6



This is an All-Star Game and it is a night of Grucci fireworks! An evening not to be missed!



For tickets please contact: The Happening Committee–Pat, Margie, Lisa or Mike M.



Karen,



Global Leadership Summit– a message from Rev. Lynda Are you interested in joining me at the Global Leadership Summit this August?



This year’s presenters will include host Bill Hybels of the Willow Creek Church, Jack Welch, former CEO of GE, Adam Hamilton Pastor of one of the largest UMC churches in the country, Jim Collins, business researcher and consultant, and many others.



Please consider attending. There is a sizable group of clergy and lay people from UMC churches on Long Island who attend; I’d love to have you join us. Give a call or speak with me after church on Sunday. Peace, ~L



Parish Nurse Round Table Want to know more about it? We have an article about it in the church office and the PRC is offering this workshop on June 12th. Please prayerfully consider how you can use your healing skills to benefit the congregation.



Workshop Date:



Saturday, June 12th 10am - 12 noon Location: Parish Resource Center 89 Hallock Landing Rd. Rocky Point, NY



The next meeting of the UMW will be held on the Second Thursday of June (June 10th) at 7:30 pm in the Parlor. The program will be led by Deb Hervey and the hostess for the evening will be Cyndi Pinkham. The previously planned speaker, Annie Bovian, and the baby shower for WAM has been postponed until September.



JUNE 10



Change of Program for JUNE...a message from the UMW



JUNE 12



Are you familiar with the Parish Nurses ministry?



check



AUGUST 5-6



I’ve attended the Summit several times and have always found it powerful, informative and thought provoking. I’ve been able to enhance my leadership skills and work at the church through what I’ve learned.



The Summit is Thursday and Friday, August 5-6. On Long Island the satellite location is Syosset. If you are interested in more information you can www.willowcreek.com/summit.
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Outreach Opportunities... School Kits to Send to Soldiers Overseas Want to help out our soldier serving in other countries? One of the best things soldiers can do is reach out the local people and let them know we care. By making up school kits, we can help the men and women in the armed services interact with residents. Kits include pen, pencil, notebooks, small toy, etc. Details are in the church office. If you are interested in organizing a few people to collect and put together the school kits please speak with Rev. Lynda or Vicky Zinkarvikh.



UMCOR Coffee Project/ Holy Joe’s Cafe What began as a coffee drive with one church family serving 100 cups of coffee weekly to assist our military chaplains in Iraq and Afghanistan, now serves 3500 cups weekly and supplies our troops with a place where they can relax and socialize, receive emotional and spiritual support and the tension of being on duty for many days at a time. If you’d like find out more about this project you can call 1-888-970-7994, or email [email protected]. We also have some brochures in the church office.



Father’s Day Candle Dedication The Commack UMW invites all to remember and honor the men in their lives. As we did on Mother’s Day, we’ll be lighting candles on Father’s Day just prior to the service. They will remain lit throughout the worship service as a wonderful symbol of the guidance these men bring /have brought to our lives. A dollar donation for each man being honored is requested. Please complete this form with both the names of the individuals doing the honoring and the individual being honored/remembered. Drop it in the offering plate or at the church office by Sunday, June 13th.



Name(s)



In Memory/ In Honor



Man’s Name



______________________ ___________ __________________ ______________________ ___________ __________________ ______________________ ___________ __________________ ______________________ ___________ __________________ ______________________ ___________ __________________ ______________________ ___________ __________________ ______________________ ___________ __________________ All proceeds will support our various local, national and/or global mission projects. Thank you for your support of this project. We thank those who contributed to the Mother’s Day candle display. Over 285 donations were received and go towards our mission projects, including $100 we recently sent to UMCOR for Haiti Relief.
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All That’s Happened! From the Happening Committee... The Antiques Roadshow on May 14th was a great evening! Learning and laughter combined as Ed Costello entertained and informed us about the interesting and unusual pieces each brought to the table. We learned a great deal about antiques in general and our own items in particular as he held our interest, sharing his expertise and appraisal of each item. There were some great surprises and it was fun for the owners, while the audience enjoyed coffee and cake and cookies while waiting their turn to have their item appraised. Many thanks to those who attended and made it such a fun evening!



From the United Methodist Women... We welcomed 12 guests from Pilgrim State Hospital at our May meeting for an evening of fellowship and refreshment. Many thanks to Marge and Martha for setting up the lovely tables with floral centerpieces and paper goods. Ginny assisted our guests in a short game prior to enjoying the refreshments provided by our members and Nancy let the sing-a-long. We also thank Rhonda, John and Tim for joining us in this fellowship.



From the Peanut Butter Gang... Spring is in the air and the warmer temperature gives hope to sunnier days. This past April, it is reported that CUMC contributed 1,240 PB&J sandwiches to the Mercy Soup Kitchen. Great job! Summer is a soft time at the soup kitchens. The crowds lessen but the need for sandwiches continues. The number of volunteers declines during the summer months due to students no longer are required to do public service hours. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to teach our students by example that performing public service is very rewarding because we WANT to, not just because we are fulfilling a requirement. Wouldn’t it be fun to do as a family! The PB&J Gang meets the first Saturday of every month. Please call the office at (631) 499-7310 to sign up.



A Special Night... Al Fick was honored by the Smithtown Masonic Lodge on May 8th with a special award for distinguished service! He had tendered the invitation to his church family members to attend and 21 were there to share his special evening at dinner and the presentation of the award. Sincere congratulations to Al on this special honor!



Please Take Note…. Long time member, Mary Kopf, has a new phone number that she would like to share with her church family in case she hasn’t reached out to everyone yet. Her new phone number is (631) 292-2330.
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Appreciation Corner Boy Scout Troop 125—Church Clean Up Although Work Day was cancelled on May 8th, Boy Scout Troop 125 still came through beautifying the grounds with their Church Clean Up. The volunteers distributed sand that was delivered for the Pumpkin Patch Day Nursery playground, spread mulch in the flower beds of the 1789 Chapel and swept and cleaned nature’s debris off of the church parking lot. We extend many thanks to those that participated in the Clean Up: Chris Gazerro



Tyler Garvar



Josh Isaac



Sean Johnson-Sally



Jack Pilhlkar



Chris March



Ryan Glass



Dan Jiritano



Paul Mokotoff



Sean Ryan



Tommy Kowalski



James Ryan



Andrew Vrana



Charlie Whitaker



Matt Cassano



Ryan Garvar



Jason Whitaker



Chris Zambito



Ben Seligson



Ryan Avila



Matthew Ryan



Ken Darragh



Matthew O'Connell



Brian Meyers
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how you can help our community….



Thrift Shoppe News



Helping Hands



Are you looking for a ―feel good‖ experience? The Thrift Shoppe has the answer!! You can schedule a 3 hour shift at the shop. We are always in need of extra hands. We receive many compliments on the condition and quality of our merchandise, but we need help in getting it SOLD. If you were thinking of donating items, why not schedule to help while you are there? If you could give us a few hours– Men, Women, Children– stop in during our operating hours of 10-4 Tuesdays and Fridays and the 1st Saturday of the month from 10 –4pm. Call Marge Wright to schedule your 3 hour slot.



Adopt-a-Garden Flower Bed



The Church still needs a volunteer for one more flower bed! The recently weeded and mulched flower bed in the front of the chapel is in need of TLC from a volunteer/family/organization. If you are interested, please call the church office and sign up. With April showers come May flowers, and our sincerest thanks to the current volunteers that have shared their time and talents: 



Raised planters: Mary Kopf, Harriet Neuberth







Front door beds: Ginny Eichenauer, Barbara Knippinberg







Parlor patio: Sobana Prasad







Forsynthia hedge: Boy Scout Troop 125







Roses & Cross area: Lille Cummings







RE/PPDN entrance: Joan & Al Svoboda







Front main island: Joanie Nehlsen, Carlos Manjares, Rhonda Mohan, Victoria Zinkarvikl, and Dagmar Mackay







Cherry trees lining Townline Rd.: Joanie Nehlsen & Dagmar Mackay



Protestant Campus Ministry The Protestant Campus Ministry supports a part-time protestant chaplain on the campus of Stony Brook University. The Chaplain is part of the Interfaith Center and reaches out to students, faculty and staff. It is a vital and effective ministry which is sharing God’s love on the campus of a secular university. Please keep the ministry and Rev. Brenda Ford, chaplain, in your prayers. If you are interested in learning more about Protestant Campus Ministry at Stony Brook and other schools on Long Island, please contact Rev. Lynda.



Community Yard Sale June 12th The Thrift Shoppe will be open 10am—4pm



June 2010
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Family Page Vacation Bible School Get ready to blast off for our Vacation Bible School: Galactic Blast – A Cosmic Adventure Praising God. Lift off will begin on Sunday, June 27th at 6:30PM. All ages from 3 to 103 are invited to join us as we will blast into the Bible and into space to get a glimpse of God’s great creation and learn ways we can protect it. Our Cosmic Adventure will run from June 27th – June 30th from 6:30 to 8:30 PM each evening. Cost is free. We encourage all to invite friends, neighbors and relatives to join us for this exciting program. Our adult participants will join the others for opening and closing activities and while the children are learning more about our nightly stories with crafts, songs, games and snack, the adults will gather for discussion led by Rev. Lynda. We’ll see everyone at our launch site (the sanctuary) on June 27th at 6:30PM! Please sign-up in the hallway outside the parlor or call our church office (499-7310) to reserve your spot. Any youth or adults interested in serving as helpers, please contact Deb Hervey ([email protected]) 543-5522.



Puzzles and Coloring Fun



Color me and use as a cover to your home made Father’s Day card. Tell your dad what makes him so special and what activities you enjoy sharing.



Jesus called out to them, "Come, be my disciples, and I will show you how to fish for people!" Mark 1:17
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