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Sonoran  Sky  Elementary   Community  Newsletter     May  2013  



The Navigator From the Principal …



Mrs. Linda Hough



Dear Sonoran Sky Parents and Community, As the 2012-2013 school year comes to an end, I want to thank our teachers, support professionals and parent community for making this year a memorable one for our students. SSES is known throughout the school district as an exceptional school and that is because of the many caring adults sharing a common goal in providing a meaningful and high quality education for our students. It has been an exciting and very busy 4th quarter - starting with AIMS testing, the Annual Art Walk with Band, Strings, Chorus and poetry performances, the spectacular 5th grade Sing America Sing, PTO Family Picnic, classroom recognition awards – and that is just to name a few! We all look forward to the culmination program for our kindergarten and 6th grade students as they move on to the next grade level. Our 6th grade PILOTS have done an excellent job throughout the year providing leadership for our young students and we wish them the very best as they move on to the middle school. In closing, I'd like to express my sincere appreciation for the warm welcome the SSES community extended to me as I accepted the interim principalship here at Sonoran Sky Elementary. My main goal was to support every aspect of the school setting, and to ensure SSES continued providing a high quality education for each and every student. I soon found that goal was an easy one to accomplish because of the strong leadership provided by Mr. Dawson, our newly appointed principal, as well as our exceptional teaching staff, support professionals, and involved parent community working in partnership for our students. Thank You for sending your wonderful children to Sonoran Sky Elementary! My very best wishes for a safe and fun summer with your family! Sincerely, Mrs. Hough Interim Principal  
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Dear Sonoran Sky families,



                           



Can you believe that school is almost over? Your children are moving on to the next grade level but you haven't aged a bit. Where did the time go? Are you prepared to keep them busy all summer long? What plans do you have in store?



Attention parents – you can order your EduKit school supply kit now! Everything your student needs for the first day of school comes packaged in one convenient box with name brand supplies.



It's been a busy year and we've all grown in one way or another. The PTO has been learning and growing as well. We have met a lot of new faces, made some new friends, had a lot of change within our Sonoran Sky community and done a lot of good for our school.



Go to www.edukitinc.com to order. Supply lists are also available at http://www.pvschools.net/sses



Our PTO has worked hard this year to raise money to upgrade our school with the latest technology, supplies and equipment. Each grade level finally has their own cart of computers to share, so that our kids have technology at their fingertips to keep up with the times. The teachers have hundreds of books and supplies to support our new Common Core Standards. We have worked on beautification around the school as well. The Kindergarten playground has some new swings and hopefully we will be adding more to that playground this summer! Our state of the art marquee should be installed by now which will keep families more informed on what's happening at school. We may even offer families the option of having your child's name in lights on their special day! We have helped Ms. Van Dusen upgrade our beautiful pond so that all of the kids can enjoy it and hopefully learn some of their science standards in a fun, relaxing environment. We hope to add more benches outside as well to make the school a little more inviting.



The Fall Enrichment Classes offered though the Sonoran Sky PTO are posted on www.sskypto.com Hardcopy Enrichment Catalogs will be available August 7 at the Back to School event. Catalogs will go home with students the first week of school. Enrichment Registration is from August 7-August 26. Enrichment classes begin the week of September 9.



This year we have decided to offer a time saving program for busy families to order school supplies for the upcoming school year online through Edu Kit. It is a simple way to ensure that your child has the correct supplies delivered right to school prior to the start of the school year. Please go to www.edukitinc.com/ and type in Sonoran Sky to find out more details. This is just an option for those families who would prefer the convenience of ordering everything online.



I would like to thank all the families who donated items for Teacher Appreciation week. Without their participation, it wouldn't have been as great. The teachers and staff were so thankful! Our families are so supportive and I just want to give a shout out to:



Thanks again to all of our families for being so supportive this year. We hope that next year you will consider supporting the PTO in some way to make a difference at our school! Have a great summer!



Debbie Baldemor, Claudia Ballard, Shannon Boivin, Holly Busch, Kelley Crandall, Mirit Eisen, Anita Elton, Gail Finney , Linda Gallie, Margaret Galowicz, Sandy Garrison, Elizabeth Geenen, Riki Guzior, Divya Jayadev, Mindy Kimball, Ray Kimball, Mozhgan Kimball, Jackie Kostas, Laura Loomis, Christie Maroulis, Wendy McIntyre, Leigh Medeiros, Brenda Nordman, Aeryn Olendorf, Kelly Parten, Rebecca Rand, Anita Sassaman, Gaby Schelling, Deepika Setia, Pragyna Shankar, Sripriya Sirnivasan, Amanda Steffansson, Shar Strichartz, Jen Taulbee, Rachel Tenalgia, Sheryl Thomas, Amanda Valentine, Vidya Warrier, Missy Woodburn.



"Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much" Holly Busch PTO Presidents
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~Christy Burkhard



Did you know that Ms. Arola has taken 7,716 photographs of student artwork this year and uploaded them to the Artsonia website? Please take time to view it at http://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=107809. You can also go to artsonia.com and search for Sonoran Sky. Once you get to our school's page, you can search for your child's artwork by putting their first name into the space that says "Search For Artist". If there is another child in the same grade level with the same first name, also include your child's last initial. If you would like to register to get e-mail updates when new artwork is uploaded, please send Ms. Arola an e-mail at [email protected]. Include your child's name and grade in your message. If you register, you also have the opportunity to comment on your child's artwork and to let other family and friends receive notifications of new artwork published as well. Artsonia also has a Gift Shop where you can purchase your child's artwork on items such as t-shirts, magnets and mugs. A percentage of the proceeds go back to art supplies for our school. So take some time to browse our school's gallery on Artsonia. We have the most artwork published in the state of Arizona, and Ms. Arola plans to surpass the 8,000 mark soon!



 



  ALL PARENTS WHOSE STUDENT(S) MAY HAVE A DIAGNOSED CHRONIC HEALTH CONDITION All medical statements and medical /nursing forms must be completed A NN UA LLY by the parent and/or the student’s healthcare provider. These forms are available in the nurse’s office at your student’s school. Completed forms and all supplies and medications should be brought to your student’s school health office before the first day of school.
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4th    Grade  



Kindergarten   We have had a busy spring in Kindergarten. A visit to the Desert Botanical Gardens finished up our unit about insects. Throughout the month of May we have been learning about the many wonders under the sea. We all will miss our soon to be first graders. Have a wonderful summer.



The end of the year will be a strong finish for fourth grade. Our students successfully prepared for and completed AIMS testing. We also supplemented our Science curriculum with a water conservation presentation and a hands-on dam building activity. Specialists from Maricopa County and the City of Scottsdale came to work with the students to more deeply explore the Science standards.



1st  Grade  



Fourth grade also visited and explored the Science Center. The students enjoyed interacting with the curriculum they had studied throughout the year. In May, we celebrated Cinco de Mayo and completed our Famous Arizonan written reports and oral presentations. After researching the Famous Arizonan of their choice, the students actually had the opportunity to briefly "become" that person, and share their life story in front of the class. We've had a great year, and the students are prepared and excited to continue moving forward!



First grade has been very busy learning about ladybugs, fractions, measurement and ancient civilizations! We enjoyed rocking out with Miss Tracy from Greasepaint Youtheatre. The students loved singing, dancing and performing to School House Rock Grammar! Thanks to all the parents and family members that attended our performance. We would also like to thank our wonderful PTO for providing the grant that allowed the kids this opportunity. Please remember to READ, READ, READ this summer! Keeping a journal of daily activities is a great way to reinforce writing skills too! We want to thank all the parents for their help and support this year! Have a wonderful summer!



5th    Grade  



2nd  Grade  



We can’t believe it’s the end of the year. Where did it go? Fifth graders have grown and matured so much during these past months. It was fun to watch them perform their hearts out in our patriotic performance of Sing America Sing. We were also impressed with our students’ Sing America Sing projects. Their creativity really shone through. Our students also learned some wonderful lessons during our Top 20 assembly we attended earlier in the month. Thanks to all of our parents who supported us throughout the year. We wish everyone a happy, healthy and safe summer. Remember to READ, READ, READ!



Second Grade has had such a wonderful year!! We are so proud of all our students hard work and determination this year! You have made us so proud! Also a big thank you to all our wonderful families! We truly appreciated all your time and support! We encourage our second graders to keep reading over the summer, write letters to family and friends and of course keep practicing your addition/subtraction and multiplication facts! Have a wonderful summer! We look forward to seeing you around school in August!



6th    Grade  



3rd  Grade     Grade  



Sixth grade has had an amazing year! We are super proud of our PILOTS. They have learned about the 6 pillars of character, and they have lived them! These students have stepped up and become the leaders of our school. Way to go! We are looking forward to watching you culminate on May 22nd.



Third graders are proudly publishing our ABC Books of Third Grade. We are reminded of the many fun events and projects that we have accomplished this year. This week, along with their first grade buddies, were treated to an outstanding performance by Childsplay Theater Company, Recipe For Diaster. Third graders particpated in Estimation Extravaganze and invited their first grade buddies to take a guess from their jars. Our third graders have blossomed and are truly ready for fourth grade.



Highlights from the year: leadership retreat in September, watching our kids receive their PILOTS shirts, Thursdays, students helping other students, tech team, helping kindergarten, recycling, character lessons, students helping teachers, and several very successful drives to benefit others. Thanks to all of our wonderful parent volunteers. We couldn’t have done it without you. :-) We wish all of our 6th graders a happy summer and a fantastic middle school experience. We will miss you!!
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Staffing  for  the  2013-‐14  School  Year   We are please to share the current staff assignments: Kindergarten: Miss Corkle, Mrs. Muehling, Miss O’Toole, Mrs. Spiekerman, Mrs. Tigges First Grade: Mrs. Astgen, Mrs. Edin, Mrs. Haley, Mrs. Malouf, Mrs. Rodgers, Miss Van Dusen Second Grade: Mrs. Buck, Miss Dunn, Mrs. Squier, Mrs. Brown Third Grade: Mrs. Cunningham, Mrs. Kosec, Mrs. Maxwell, Mrs. Casey Fourth Grade: Mrs. Chiccarello, Mrs. Mozzone, Mrs. Wyatt, Mrs. Arn Fifth Grade: Mrs. Karpen, Mrs. Martin, Mrs. Tobias Fifth/Sixth SC: Mrs. Salisz Sixth: Mrs. Sanchez, Miss Smith Honors Reading/Math: Ms. Knudsen Resource: TBD Reading Specialist: Mrs.Thomas Art: Ms. Arola Computers: Mrs. Knobbe Library: TBD Music: Ms. Bustos PE: Mr. Coveney Nurse: Mrs. Brosnan Psychologist: Mrs. Parent Assistant Principal: Ms. Pavlik As many of you know, several teachers are moving onto new opportunities: Mrs. Bird, Mrs. Baumkirchner, Mrs. Cordova, Mrs. Labella, Mrs. Mak, Mrs. Mensing and Mrs. Thompson. We have been so fortunate to have had these amazing teachers at Sonoran Sky and we wish them the very best in their new positions! We will be interviewing for the To Be Determined positions and will share the information on our website when they have been filled. Congratulations to our Principal’s Challenge Participants Gift Certificates to Barnes & Noble: Tristan Clarke – Mensing Alexander Clarke – Arn Evangelina Clarke – Labella Gabi Gotcher – Mozzone Mary Kostas - Astgen Nate Neugebauer – Dunn Kunal Sharma – Wilson Eliana Sarfati – Wyatt T-Shirt: Jia Hiremath



Mark Your Calendars! Upcoming Dates to Remember! July 22, Monday July 31, Wednesday August 7, Wednesday August 7, Wednesday August 8, Thursday August 12, Monday



Office Opens Kindergarten Screening Back to School Event – 2pm Enrichment Registration Begins First Day of Class Parent Orientation Night 5th, 6th, SC August 13, Tuesday Parent Orientation Night 1st-4th , Honors, Resource August 20, Tuesday Fall Pictures August 26, Monday Enrichment Registration Ends August 27, Tuesday Early Release 12:30pm September 9, Monday Enrichment Classes Begin



Ribbon: Abby Best - Cunningham Caris Gartland - Rodgers Puja Karthikeyan - Haley Miller Kass - Wilson Certificates: Kaitana Cohen - Cunningham Max Dwigun - Wyatt Bennett Gartland - Malouf Lola Rubin - Wyatt Victoria Neugebauer - Wilson Aditya Hiremath – Spiekerman



These students and their families took the challenge to learn together and complete projects that are of special interest to them. Way to go!!!



Be sure to check our website for calendar updates!



http://www.pvschools.net/sses  
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