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Transitive & Intransitive Action & Linking Helping



 A verb is a word that is used to express action or a state of being.  We have five ways to categorize verbs. Sometimes a verb can fit into more than one category.



 Intransitive  Expresses action (or tells something about the subject) without the action passing to a receiver, or object  Example: Last Saturday we stayed inside.



 Transitive  Expresses an action directed toward a person, place, or thing  Passes action from the subject (the person doing the action) to the receiver  The receiver is called the object.  Example: Juanita mailed the package.



 Sometimes a transitive verb can also be used as an intransitive verb. The type depends on the word’s use in the sentence.  Example: Marcie studied her notes.  Example: Marcie studied very late.



Aunt Pam and I did something really different last summer.  Did  Transitive



We rode down a river in the wilderness.  Rode  Intransitive



A guide met our group with a truckful of giant tubes and picnic lunches and drove us about twenty miles upstream.  Met  Transitive  Drove  Transitive



 Linking  Connects the subject to a word or word group that identifies or describes the subject  Usually a form of be  Example: The shoes are red.  Example: The music sounds relaxing.



 Action  Expresses either a physical or mental action  Can be transitive or intransitive  Example: The audience cheered.  Example: I remembered my homework.



 Sometimes a linking verb can also be used as an action verb. The type depends on the word’s use in the sentence.  Example: The wet dog smelled horrible.  Example: The dog smelled the baked bread.



The motor sounded harsh.  Sounded  Linking  Motor – Harsh



The chef tasted the casserole.  Tasted  Action



I was there.  Was  Action



 Do not confuse helping verbs with linking verbs. Linking verbs are followed by a word that describes or renames the subject.  Helping verbs are followed by at least one other verb.    



Example: She is leaving. Example: She is pretty. Example: I am happy. Example: I am working.



 A verb phrase consists of at least one main verb and one or more helping verbs.  A helping verb (also called an auxiliary verb) helps the main verb express action or state of being.



Can Could



Shall Should



Will Would



May Must Might



Have Has Had



Do Does Did



She had always been thinking of her future.  Had been thinking  Action



She shouldn’t have borrowed that necklace.  Should have borrowed  Action



He will be the man in the blue shirt.  Will be  Linking



 P. 392, Ex. 15  In addition to identifying the verbs and verb phrases, label each verb with its type: action, linking, or helping.
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The Verb






... an action verb. The type depends on the word's use in the sentence. â–« Example: The wet dog smelled horrible. â–« Example: The dog smelled the baked bread. 
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