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Taking it Home 



Contrast faithfulness and fruitfulness. Consider how faithfulness to the heart of God produces spiritual fruit. Your commitment to prayer, to believing/ trusting God for a greater reality, to tangible care for those outside the Kingdom in the face of persecution provide evidence of spiritual fruit.



Things That Are God's They Just Don’t Get It! Mark 11:12-33



Dr. Matthew R. St. John Bethel Church February 8, 2015



They Just Don’t Get It! Notes:







Where do you see evidence of these qualities Jesus taught in Mark 11 in your own life or in the life of those around you?







When challenged, what religious practices or traditions do you quickly protect?







When are you most tempted to dislike/hate what is established so that you can bring change for something you think is better?







Philippians 2:1-11 offers a powerful antidote to the diseased heart that is hardened to the love of God. Consider meditating on this passage or memorizing these verses.



For more information about Growth Groups, the At Home Study Guide, and a podcast of sermons with study guide, visit www.bethelfc.com.



At Home Study Guide For the week of February 8, 2015 Mark 11:12-33 Quick Review: The religious leaders protecting the establishment in Mark 11 are a great picture of what we do NOT want to become. Tragically, the people who were identified in the culture as representatives of God failed to embrace the heart of God. The external evidence supposed the internal health of the leaders but Jesus revealed another reality; their hearts were hardened to the love of God. Jesus assesses the situation in verse 11 and then pronounces judgment on their hardened hearts. With righteous anger, Jesus overturns the tables in the temple and drives away those who have made the Temple a mockery to prayer. God’s heart for the nations is on display as Jesus teaches His disciples and reprimands the chief priests, scribes and elders. The pace of chapter 11 has slowed down so that the reader will not too quickly gloss over Jesus’ teaching. God’s heart for you is that you would relate to Him by the Spirit through prayer, trusting, believing, and longing for more from Jesus.



Growing Deeper 



Take your time to read through Mark 11:12-33 and then summarize each of these four sections: 11:11-14 11:15-19 11:20-26 11:27-33







What reason did Jesus give for turning over the tables in 15-19? How does this help you better understand the heart of God?







Why is forgiveness a significant theme for the disciples (11:25)? What will they experience or what have they experienced that would cause Jesus to tell them to forgive so they might be forgiven? What happens to those who don’t forgive?







It is ironic in 11:27-33 that the religious establishment (perceived authority) questioned the (real) authority of Jesus and Jesus refused to respond accordingly. How does this refusal to submit to their questions help you better understand God’s heart?



My Story 











What do you remember as Pastor Matthew’s big idea through this study? Did anything about the message surprise you or stand out as a new idea to you?



If you’ve ever seen people argue during church meetings, what did they argue about the most? Was it handled well?



When two people are arguing, what helps them overcome their animosity toward one another?
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They Just Don't Get It!






great picture of what we do NOT want to become. Tragically, the people who were identified in the culture as representatives of God failed to embrace the heart of. God. The external evidence supposed the internal health of the leaders but Jesus revealed another reality; their hearts were hardened to the love of God. Jesus. 
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