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Those People Are KUKU From The Last Radio Show by Todd Wallinger



The persnickety owner of a struggling radio station gives the station manager one last chance.



MRS. WATT-RYLER Mr. DeWitt! You can’t keep me away that easily. My dear husband Harold left me this radio station when he died. And do you know what he said to me as he lay on his deathbed? No, not “Get your hands off my throat!” He said, "Poopsie" —that's what he called me, Poopsie—"do what you want with the rest of my properties, but don't ever sell K-U-K-U (spelled out). There are some very fine people at that station. To me, those people are KUKU (pronounced “kookoo"). Oh, I've been tempted to sell the station. I almost sold it after Nigel fell asleep during his shift and our listeners were subjected to six straight hours of snoring. I almost sold it after Jimmy spilled some of his coffee and it ate through the coaster, the file cabinet and seven years of tax returns. But last night, something happened that shook me to my very core. I turned on the station, and I heard a most disturbing sound. Silence! That's what I heard: silence. We were supposed to play the new commercial for Rodent Gleam, the toothpaste for hamsters. But no, all I heard was silence. Because of that little mishap, thousands of hamsters will go to bed tonight with dirty teeth. I ask you, Mr. DeWitt, how do you sleep at night? You might think this situation is amusing, but I do not. The Rodent Gleam people just called to tell me they were pulling their ads. If we lose one more sponsor, I'm going to sell the station and then you'll all be looking for work! Oh, and one more thing, Mr. DeWitt. My name isn't Mrs. Rottweiler. It's Watt-Ryler!



To purchase the entire play, email the playwright at [email protected].
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To enter the contest, high school seniors should submit an original essay of 500 words or fewer describing their thoughts about the above quotation from President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Deadline for essay submission is March 11, 2017. For contest
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