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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA ATLANTA DIVISION STS SOFTWARE SYSTEMS, LTD. and NICE SYSTEMS, LTD.,



: : : : : : : : : :



Plaintiffs, v. WITNESS SYSTEMS, INC., Defendant.



CIVIL ACTION NO. 1:04-CV-2111-RWS



ORDER This case is before the Court for consideration of Witness Systems, Inc.’s Motion to Stay Pending Reexamination of Patents In Suit [308]. Verint Systems, Inc., the parent company of Witness Systems, Inc., filed a request for inter partes reexamination of claims of the patents that are the subject of this action on September 12, 2007. Witness Systems urges the Court to stay this action until the reexamination proceeding is concluded. While the proposed stay is attractive, based upon the long history of this case, the Court is unwilling to further delay the case. At the July 18, 2007 scheduling conference, the Court made a commitment to counsel and the parties:
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I will say to you now this case, the trial of this case will begin on or before March 15, 2008. I will state that to you now. There may not be motions for summary judgment filed. I may not allow them if we can’t get it done by then. The trial of this case, mark it down, will begin on or before March 15, 2008, so that’s - you can take that to the bank. (Hr’g Tr. at 49, July 18, 2007 [290].) This commitment was borne of frustration with the seemingly endless delays we have faced. This case has been pending for nearly four years. We are now within two months of trial and, with this motion, faced with the possibility of another prolonged delay. The Court made a commitment regarding the trial date for this case, and the Court does not take such commitments lightly. The Court is unconvinced by the papers filed with this motion that further delay will serve the ends of justice. Therefore, Witness Systems, Inc.’s Motion to Stay Pending Reexamination of Patents in Suit [308] is DENIED. The parties should be prepared to proceed to trial on March 17, 2008. SO ORDERED, this 23rd day of January, 2008.



RICHARD W. STORY UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
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