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STEWARDSHIP 2014 BELIEVE. ENGAGE. TRANSFORM. Metropolitan Church. It means so much to so many of us. Our rich history reaches back to 1795 and to the earliest days of Toronto. We have been worshipping at our Queen and Church Street site since 1870. We have decided intentionally to remain at our strategic location so that we may minister to our downtown community — and to the world. As our congregation’s visioning process continues, we are excited by the opportunities that lie before us. Please join us on our journey of transformation through your renewed financial support!



INDIVIDUALLY, COLLECTIVELY, OUR GIFTS ENABLE SO MUCH This is what we do as a viable congregation in action. This is what we do as followers of Jesus. This is why we move with confidence as our future beckons.



WORSHIP AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH Through Sunday worship, our renowned choirs, the Metropolitan Silver Band, prayer breakfasts, concerts, special services, and so much more, we honour God, give thanks for the countless blessings received, and seek God’s guidance. Renewed and enriched, we go out into the world to witness and to serve. $450,693 of Metropolitan’s 2014 annual budget of $1,804,917 or $25 out of every $100 you give is dedicated to our worship and spiritual growth.



Thank you for investing in our ministries!



LEARNING, CARE AND COMMUNITY BUILDING Metropolitan strives to provide new and meaningful ways for people to learn about the Christian faith and how to best follow the teachings of Jesus. Our Sunday Church School, Bible studies, the church library, our regular Sunday lunch and learns — all are examples of our ministry of learning. We care for people through prayer, visits to the ill and bereaved, counselling, luncheons, after church coffee hours, and more. In so doing, we build our faith and we build our community. $281,601 out of



Metropolitan’s annual budget or $16 out of every $100 you give is dedicated to ministries of learning, pastoral care, and the building of our Christian community. Thank you for investing in our ministries!



OUTREACH Metropolitan sponsors many outreach programs for our wider community. Our noon meal program provides over 21,000 meals annually. Weekly, hundreds seek out our food bank, our clothing room and take part in our computer, art, and meditation programs. Our narthex greeters extend hospitality to our many visitors throughout the week. Ours is a consistent history of recognizing needs for ministry and taking action. $529,739 out of Metropolitan’s annual budget or $29 out of every $100 you give is dedicated to outreach. Thank you for investing in our ministries!



PROPERTY FOR PROGRAMS Metropolitan carefully manages the physical assets that have been left to us by previous generations. In doing so, we ensure that our property can be used to glorify God by serving others through worship, our many Community Services programs, Out of the Cold, denominational gatherings, committee work, and community needs. $542,883 of Metropolitan’s annual budget or $30 out of every $100 you give supports our property



that enables programs to happen. Thank you for investing in our ministries!



OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING FOR OUR LOCAL ANNUAL MINISTRY In 2013, Metropolitan raised $1,680,956 to support its local ministries and programs. This money came from: Parking — $851,680 (51%) Congregational Giving — $411,800 (24%) Property Rentals & Grants — $279,976 (17%) Other Sources — $137,500 (8%) We are working to increase congregational givings to be less dependent on income sources beyond our our control. Room for progress remains.



FOR OUR CAPITAL NEEDS Our magnificent Casavant organ continues to need restoration. We have made much progress in repairing the organ’s leather pouches to ensure no dead notes. But more still needs to be done. The amount left to raise: $150,000



FOR MISSION AND SERVICE Mission and Service is the way United Church people give to support the wider mission of the church beyond the congregation. Each week in our bulletin we describe a program that our gifts for M&S enable — chaplaincies, feeding the hungry, building schools, hospitals and providing medical programs, starting new communities of faith. Where there is a need, the United Church strives to be there. It can continue to do so with the gifts we direct specifically for Mission and Service.



METROPOLITAN UNITED CHURCH GIVINGS BY HOUSEHOLD IN 2013 A breakdown of our congregation’s giving patterns. Where are you on the chart? Can you move up one step?



Last year, Metropolitan raised over $57,000 for M&S. This year, our goal is $60,000. How much can we raise to witness for Christ around the world in 2015?



WHEN INVESTING IN OUR MINISTRY... The following is a breakdown of our households by amount given. As you determine how much you would like to invest in our ministries for 2015, would you please consider moving your level of giving one step up the ladder? As our visioning process continues, opportunities for exciting new forms of mission and ministry will also deserve our financial support. Thank you for all that you can do!



BE THOU OUR VISION The generous support of each person associated with Metropolitan is essential to ensure that our current ministries continue and we can move into new areas of mission. Metropolitan is worthy of our commitment. Believe. Engage. Transform. These are watch words for our church today. Thank you for completing your Estimate of Giving form and returning it to the church on or before Stewardship Sunday, November 24, 2014. Metropolitan is truly the downtown church for a diverse city. On behalf of those whom we serve and who are touched by our ministries, thank you for your financial gifts to Metropolitan United Church.



Metropolitan United Church 56 Queen Street East Toronto, Ontario M5C 2Z3 Phone: 416-363-0331 Fax: 416-363-7586 [email protected] Charitable Registration Number: 12994 6588 RR0001
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