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by Jim Hodgson



A Day in the Life… of an overseas program coordinator



Three staff with salaries funded by Mission & Service connect with overseas partners in Latin America and the Caribbean, Asia, and Africa and the Middle East. Their work includes regular visits to the regions. Here’s what a typical day in a visit is like.
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& Service partner the Moravian Church since the mid1970s. The partnership began with the intention of getting closer to people affected by the region’s turbulent politics. Staying connected through civil war and natural disasters hasn’t been easy. With the Moravians, the United Church learns about being a multicultural and multilingual church— Children pose while women prepare bread dough for and about Indigenous resistance, autonomy, and reconciliation. baking. They are among the beneficiaries of a new well 6:30 a.m. Vociferous dogs and roosters get me to the in Bilwi, Nicaragua. breakfast table early. 7:30 a.m. My first meeting is with Hilario Super, coordinator of the Future Lives group of people living with HIV and women who are baking bread that they will sell to help build AIDS. The group works closely with the church’s developa permanent church. Here, the well has been dug, and people ment office (known as ADSIM) to support about 180 HIVare awaiting installation of a pump. Nearby, we see a similar positive people in Bilwi. completed well before visiting another well in a more-estab“We have a building that could serve as a cafeteria and lished neighbourhood. bakery, and we could give jobs to members of the group,” 1:00 p.m. After a fast lunch with outgoing Moravian says Super. I tell him about microcredit work that I had just Superintendent Cora Antonio and her husband, Harold seen in Guatemala, and more ideas emerge. We’ll see what is Smart, I head to the airport for the hour-long flight in a sinpossible in the months ahead. gle-engine plane to Managua. 8:30 a.m. Next is a meeting with Medlan Manuel, Director 3:00 p.m. In Managua I meet with Luis Fariñas, Director of ADSIM. We charter a taxi for a whirlwind visit to five of Los Quinchos School for Child Street Vendors. We talk community wells that ADSIM has dug with support from the about plans for the upcoming school year. Watch a video United Church’s Gifts with Vision program. about the school. Bilwi has grown rapidly since the 1980s, when people came “This year, we have 950 students registered,” says Fariñas, because of civil war. New arrivals from rural areas are driven adding that 300 pay no tuition, and fees for others are minimal. now by settlers arriving from the more-crowded Pacific side The government pays teachers’ salaries, but does not contribof the country who take over large expanses of land to raise ute to costs of cooks, cleaners, electricity, or insurance. It also cattle. provides the equivalent of a snack that Los Quinchos turns People build houses where they can. They tap into electrical into a full meal by using United Church funding to buy addilines, but access to water is a bigger chaltional food and to pay the cooks’ salaries. lenge. Most of ADSIM’s new wells serve Many children still lack sufficient food these new residents. at home. Fariñas talks of a boy whose The Moravian Our first stops are near Bilwi’s ocean mother has cancer. “This is the only food Church, ADSIM, pier. A pump is working next to the Monte he gets,” he says. Hermón church; this well serves about 30 10:00 p.m. Time for bed at a nearby and Los Quinchos are families. Next is the Monte Horeb church, hotel. After a short night, I will travel three of the 82 global where work continues on a well for about back to Canada. partners supported by 20 families. our gifts for Mission In the sprawling Wolalaya sector, Jim Hodgson is the United Church’s we visit what must be Bilwi’s only hill, program coordinator for partnerships in & Service. topped by a makeshift church. We meet Latin America. MANDATE | AUGUST 2016
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