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Offering invitations and prayers for Advent and Christmas 2016/2017 were written by Sheila Campbell (Toronto, ON), Barbara Fullerton (Paris, ON), and Kathie Murphy (Toronto, ON).



Advent November 27: First Sunday of Advent Invitation In God’s kin-dom there is peace. By seeking good for others, we also help to bring some of this peace to our world, both through our gifts to this church and our gifts to Mission & Service.



Prayer May these gifts and those we have given by PAR help to build peace: peace within our world, peace within our homes, and peace within ourselves. Amen.



December 4: Second Sunday of Advent Invitation In God’s kin-dom there is enough. We have been blessed with so much! Let’s share our abundance with others so that all have enough.



Prayer Righteous and just God, we give thanks for the sun and moon, and the rain and grass. May the gifts we offer and those offered through PAR help justice and peace to abound, reflecting your glory throughout the whole earth. Amen.



December 11: Third Sunday of Advent Invitation Justice and mercy prevail in God’s Kin-dom. Especially at this time of year when we anticipate celebrating the birth of the Prince of Peace, we share in God’s mercy and encourage justice in our world through our offerings. Our gifts to this church do that locally while our gifts to Mission & Service do it in Canada and across the world.



Prayer We offer these gifts and those given through PAR to help bring about justice for the oppressed, provide food to the hungry, free the downtrodden, heal the sick, and care for the stranger, the orphans and the widows. Our spirits rejoice in doing the work of the Lord. Thanks be to God. Amen.



December 18: Fourth Sunday of Advent Invitation There is room for everyone in God’s Kin-dom. The smallest, the weakest, the least powerful are made welcome by our gifts. That happens through the work of our local church and through the work of The United Church of Canada across our country and around the world, made possible by your gifts to Mission & Service.



Prayer Gracious and loving God, we offer these gifts and those given through PAR, to continue to fulfill the words of the prophets – may our gifts help to bring about your goodness, your grace and your peace throughout the world, both in this wonderful Christmas season and beyond. Amen.



Christmas December 25: Christmas Day Invitation Let us praise the name of the Lord; may God’s glory be seen throughout heaven and earth. God’s Kin-dom can be found wherever people praise God with all their hearts, by wholeheartedly sharing their abundance with others. We are invited to do that now through our offerings, both through the work of our church locally and in Canada and across the world through Mission & Service.



Prayer O God, we see your glory throughout heaven and earth. We see it in the birth of a child, especially in the gift of Jesus. We praise your holy name as we offer these gifts and those given through PAR to support all of your creation – all of your children and creatures, mountains and oceans, snow and wind, men and women, and young and old alike. We pray your blessing on them, in Jesus’ name. Amen.



January 1: First Sunday after Christmas Invitation In God’s Kin-dom, we leave fear behind to live in joy and praise for God’s goodness. Through our gifts in this new year, we can demonstrate God’s goodness and bring joy to our neighbours in the world. Let us worship God with our offerings!



Prayer We give thanks to you, God, who brought all things into being. We respond to your bounty with singing, rejoicing, proclaiming, dancing and praising. We offer these gifts and those given through PAR to bring joy, comfort and gladness to all your children. Amen.
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