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“...we remain steadfast to a new mission of providing for the wellbeing of the communities we serve.”



T



he



Tri-Community



Coalition



was



Although we have some difficult challenges



conceived in 1997 as a substance



cut out for us, we remain steadfast to a new



abuse



non-profit,



mission of providing for the wellbeing of



which acted as a resource for all things



the citizens of the communities we serve.



prevention



substance abuse related for the three communities



of



Berkley,



Huntington



This 2015 annual report will highlight many



Over the years,



of our accomplishments and some of those



we have provided educational programs,



challenges and barriers over the past year.



events, and social marketing campaigns



The lives we have touched, the information



to our three pillars—community, parents,



we have imparted, the support we have



and youth, and have worked tirelessly to



given, and the resources we have provided,



maintain our community’s healthy standards.



have all contributed to our longevity as a



Woods and Oak Park.



trusting, caring community organization. The



work



we



do



has



evolved



into



greater, more complex challenges, which



I invite you to help us further our journey



have



and



to educate, communicate and collaborate



dedication from our 12 community sectors.



in order to keep us all on a healthy, positive



required



more



involvement



road. I sincerely appreciate your continued Now, almost twenty years later, we find that



support, involvement and participation in



when it comes to the health and well-being



this work as we move forward to a new



of our youth and families, drugs, tobacco



chapter in 2016.



and alcohol are not the only elements that



Warmest regards,



we need to focus on. Stress, lack of selfworth, poor eating habits, reduced physical exercise, and reduced social opportunities are also keeping our youth from becoming the best they can be. Education is paramount in combating these areas of concern.



Judy Rubin Executive Director
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Who We Are “Tri-Community Coalition is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization formed to prevent the abuse of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs through education, community action and involvement, and the promotion of a drug-free lifestyle.”



The Tri-Community Coalition is made up of volunteers representing organizations in Berkley, Huntington Woods and Oak Park, including the 12 sectors: youth, parents, businesses, media, schools, law enforcement, faith community, healthcare, civic groups, youth-serving organizations and other substance abuse prevention agencies. The coalition works together to reduce substance abuse in our neighborhoods. We educate parents, students and other community members on the impact of substance abuse and how to prevent it. We also develop youth activities to encourage positive, drug-free behaviors.
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2014-2015: At a Glance 788



people attended our



community events.



842



free drug tests were



distributed to Public Safety offices.



A total of



volunteer hours by



local community members.



125



500



free prescription drug



lock boxes were given away.



$6,000



in scholarships



were awarded to local students.



854



letters about



underage drinking were sent to parents of seniors.



Our coalition believes in improving the well-being of our youth so they may lead successful and fulfilling lives. The Y.O.U. Youth Coalition is our youth program that focuses on activities and lessons that work to improve our students’ self-esteem, communication and leadership skills. During the 2014-2015 school year, Y.O.U. Youth Coalition students self-reported improvements in these social areas.
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Campaigns With growing concerns about the recent attempts to legalize marijuana in Michigan, Tri-Community Coalition focused its campaigns on educating youth, parents, and community officials on the repercussions of marijuana legalization and the increased risk of harm. • A billboard designed by Y.O.U. Coalition members was installed in Oak Park. • Voter information mailings were sent to Berkley and Huntington Woods communities asking them to vote “no” on Proposition One. • TCC staff met with Michigan legislators to inform them about upcoming legislation regarding marijuana legalization and preventative policies regarding prescription drug abuse.



Oakland County Coalition Art Fair TCC and Y.O.U. sponsored an art fair competition to raise awareness about substance abuse prevention and addiction during National Drug Facts Week. Students submitted artwork based on the theme of addiction or substance abuse prevention. Winners were awarded gift cards and featured in social media campaigns. Evelyn Dykes from Berkley High and Imani Harris from Oak Park High were the first place winners.



Berkley high school winner: Evelyn Dykes



Oak Park high school winner: Imani Harris
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Community Events Leadership Breakfast Each fall, we hold a breakfast inviting community leaders, members, and youth to learn about current drug-related issues in the community. Guest speaker, Stephen Henderson, Detroit Free Press Editor, focused on leadership during hard times in Detroit.



Night Court Night Court is an opportunity for students and parents to learn about the laws and consequences of illegal drug use. Y.O.U. members and students have an opportunity to meet with local judges, lawyers, and law enforcement to get the courtroom experience.



Dialogue Day Each year, we bring together local students and several adult leaders to discuss issues concerning youth in our community. Dialogue Day empowers youth to voice their concerns. Motivational speaker, Jessie Funk, took the kids by storm with her musical performance and message on toxic vs. healthy relationships.



Holistic Health and Wellness Expo We partnered with the Royal Oak Community Coalition in planning and leading the Holistic Health and Wellness Expo. This event provided an opportunity for the community to learn about the benefits of holistic medicine and a healthy lifestyle.



Movies in the Park During the summer months, we hosted Movies in the Park, an outdoor theater featuring family-friendly movies free to the public. This new event was a hit, and over 200 community members attended.
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Young, Optimistic, & United Against Substance Abuse
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Y.O.U. Mission Statement: “We are dedicated to making responsible choices and making the world a better place for present and future generations by informing and motivating the youth of the community.”



Tri-Community Coalition believes empowering youth is critical to substance abuse prevention. The Y.O.U. Youth Coalitions in Berkley and Oak Park High Schools, and Anderson Middle School teaches students critical skills how to live a healthy and drug-free lifestyle. Students work together with their local communities to raise awareness about the dangers of substance abuse.



Community Ambassador Program Y.O.U. members had the opportunity to strengthen their leadership, civic engagement, and public speaking skills through the Community Ambassador Program. They presented information about Y.O.U. initiatives and youth concerns at local school board and city council meetings, as well as other community events.



Scholarships In 2015, we awarded a total of $6,000 in college scholarships to students in Oak Park, Berkley, and Huntington Woods who were members of Y.O.U. or who participated in Y.O.U. activities. Applicants completed a project entitled “Why I Am Drug and Alcohol Free.” Our winners were Ayisha Brundidge, Marcus Hall, Imani Harris, Alona Jackson, and Danielle Muench.



SLS Partnership Y.O.U. partnered with Student Leadership Service for the 2015-16 school year. SLS incorporates the content and strategies that foster social, emotional, psychological, physical and cognitive development in youth. SLS trains advisors and students to design and implement prevention and safety education. SLS was the 2014 NASADAD Exemplary Award Winner.
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Youth Campaigns & Events Y.O.U. Youth Coalition events and campaigns serve to teach students critical skills to help youth grow into successful adults. Prevention among youth is best served through peer support.



RX Take Back Y.O.U. partnered with TCC and Oak Park Public Safety on April 30th to hold a DEA prescription drug “Take-Back Day”. This bi-annual DEA event raises awareness about the dangers of prescription drug abuse and allows community members to dispose of their medications in a safe and environmentallyfriendly manner. Y.O.U. Community Ambassadors helped to organize the event and obtained approval through city council meetings.



Sticker Shock Y.O.U. members and adult volunteers visited local alcohol retailers and put stickers on beer and wine containers. The stickers are meant to serve as reminders for adults to not provide teens with alcohol.



“The Only Beer We Drink is Root Beer” During “Clubs in the Courtyard” at Berkley High School, Y.O.U. members raised awareness about underage drinking by giving out small cans of root beer, sharing statistics about underage drinking, and encouraging students to sign pledges to “Be the Wall” between their friends and alcohol.
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“Save a Life” Tour



Kick Butts Day



Prior to Homecoming, Y.O.U.



Y.O.U. members at Berkley



brought the “Save a Life Tour”



High School educated their



to Oak Park High School.



peers about the dangers of



Upperclassmen were able to



tobacco. Students presented



use simulators to experience



facts and distributed



the effects of drunk and



information, and they



distracted driving.



encouraged their peers to sign pledges to “kick butts.”



Drug-Free Related Activities Each year, we host several “Drug-Free” activities for Y.O.U. members. We believe it is important to provide our youth with a drug-free social outlet in order to continue our prevention efforts. In the 2014-2015 school year, our events included trips to see the Mosaic Youth Theatre performances, the movie Selma, CJ Barrymore’s.



Y.O.U. Coalition Campaigns Our youth coalition developed their own campaigns to spread awareness about substance abuse. Each member contributed to the campaigns by participating in committees, fundraising, or creating ideas for new slogans, e.g. campaigns focused on marijuana use and following a drug-free lifestyle.
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Funding Over the past 10 years, Tri-Community Coalition has been the proud recipient of the Drug-Free Communities Support Program (DFC), a federal grant program to aid in the prevention of youth substance abuse in local areas. As of October 1, 2016, this funding will be coming to an end. While a large portion of our community initiatives have been sustained through the DFC grant, we also rely on local support through fundraising, sustaining sponsors, and individual and foundation donations. Throughout the year, we host many fundraising events that serve as an opportunity for us to expand our community networks and educate community members on local substance abuse issues. Our two biggest fundraising events are the “Laughter is My Drug” comedy night and our annual golf outing classic. Other fundraising events include the Woodward Dream Cruise t-shirt sales.



Where Our Money Comes From: Fundraising



18%



DFC Grant



ACHC County Grant 9%



66%
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7%



Donations



The Tri-Community Coalition prevention efforts concentrate on collaborating with the 12 sectors of community: youth, parents, businesses, media, schools, law enforcement, faith community, healthcare, civic groups, youth-serving organizations and other substance abuse prevention agencies. Our events and programs focus on drug education and awareness, improving health and wellness, and developing a community network of social support. Youth programming is a key factor in our efforts, as the best way to reduce youth substance abuse is through providing support and positive programming for youth. Community events also help us reach out to all members of our community and provide opportunities for drug-free family activities. Additionally, we connect to the community through conducting several social marketing campaigns throughout the year to raise awareness about the risk of substance abuse, focusing mostly on youth and parents. Data collection is critical to assess current usage and perceptions of harmful substances. In order to carry out our youth programs, community events, education and social marketing campaigns, the Tri-Community Coalition allocates a portion of its efforts to fundraising and administrative costs. This piece of the budget is crucial to the coalition’s sustainability, which is necessary to continue our various programs and events.



Where Our Money Goes:
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Sponsors & Donors Sponsors
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Donors List We would like to thank all of our donors for your continued support! Your contributions help sustain our mission and help our organization to grow. We thank you. Organization Support ACHC Aetna Foundation Beach Communications Berkley Rotary Club Berkley School District Beyond Gaming LLC Danny’s Irish Pub Doggie in the Window Durst Lumber Company Fred Fechheimer Trust Gamersaloon.com Greenfield Presbyterian Church Huntington Cleaners Huntington Woods Women’s League K & A Resource Group L & L Gold Associates Michael D. McKenna Trust Oakland County Prosecutor Optimist Club of Downtown Detroit Park West Gallery Charitable Foundation R & B Real Estate Holding Royal Oak Pediatrics The Oakland Medical Group Individual Donors Robert & Linda Bailey Beverley Barra Frederick & Sandra Bernstein Berridge & Morrison Ellen Busch Marshall Charlip Sue Ciaravino Laura & Edward Cohn Michael Corman Alan Droz Charlotte Dubin James Dwan



Marcy & Michael Feldman Barbara & Irv Fishman H.Z. Friedman Kevin Friedrich David & Amy Gach Ron & Shirley Gillham Charles & Darlene Glogower Linda Gold Judy Goldsmith George Gomez Debra Goodcourage Maxine Goodman Gayle Harte & Elliot Greenberg Dr. Dan & Cheryl Guyer David Hines Janet Ivinson Jean Ivory Gilda & John Jacobs Jane Jacobson Josh Jaime Corey James Jeff Jenks G. Michael Kabot Robert Kaplow Kirk Karamanian Dennis & Linda Kayes Christian Kettenbeil Laurie Koblin Glass Scott Leemaster Barry & Susan Lepler Gayle Linden Keith & Gail Logsdon Sherri Lumberg Marian & Keith McClellan Dennis McDavid Cary McGehee Andy Meisner Charles Merrell Robi Mitra Daniel Muench Christopher Neys



Phil O’Dwyer Dana Ocker Judith & Ted Olds Barbara Olsman Jules Olsman Douglas Osborn Robert & Charlotte Paul Joan Perry Frederick & Lisa Pilgrim Suzanne & John Potter Michael Radtke Ralph Edward Robertson Jr. Carol Rosenfeld Darlene Rothman Gabe Rubin Dr. Mark Saidman Kurt & Marybeth Schlau Gail Scott Arlene & Rick Selik Scott & Joann Serr Carol Sheldon Mark & Sue Sherbow David & Katherine Sloan Jane Solomon Jane Steinger Amy Sternberg Lori Suarez Angela Taub Michael & Molly Tripp Rick & Margaret Tripp Ben & Devorah Vineburg Mark & Diane Voight Gerald Wahl Elaine Webber & Barry Chesterman Regina Weiss Mary White Robert Wittenberg Helaine & Andrew Zack
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Affiliates



“The mission of the Tri-Community Coalition is to work together to prevent substance abuse and related risky behavior and to promote a healthy community for our youth through education, partnerships and effective programming.”



14700 W. Lincoln Rd. Oak Park, MI 48237 • 248-837-8008 • www.tricommunitycoalition.org
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