









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













Partner & Host Churches - 2014 Back River UMC Boulevard Christian Church Camp Chapel UMC Changing Lives Ministries Chesaco UMC Church of Christ, Essex Cowenton UMC Dundalk Church of the Brethren Dundalk Evangelical Presbyterian Ebenezer UMC Edgemere Church of God Essex UMC Faith Brethren in Christ Church First Baptist Church of Back River First Church of God - Essex Hope Lutheran The House of God New Light Lutheran Church Orems UMC Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church and Schools Patapsco UMC Piney Grove UMC Prince of Peace Lutheran St. John-Essex Lutheran St. Matthew Lutheran St. Peter-Eastpoint Lutheran St. Stephens AME Way of Life Community Church Word of Life Chapel International Zion UCC



Streets of Hope A ColdWeather Shelter for Men A Ministry of Churches for Streets of Hope P.O. Box 34073, Essex, MD 21221 443-764-4249 John B. Carter, Executive Director “A Coalition of Churches Helping the Communities of Southeastern Baltimore County” A partner agency with the Retired Senior Volunteer Program



The Shelter Story Streets of Hope is a sixteen bed cold weather overnight shelter for men which is housed at various churches in southeastern Baltimore County on a rotating basis. The shelter is a project of Churches for Streets of Hope, a coalition of almost thirty congregations which provide well over two-thirds of the support for the shelter. The other third comes from a reimbursement grant through Baltimore County which needs to be renewed annually. The first season of the shelter started in November, 2010. Since then over 130 men have been served during the cold weather months (November–April). When a man applies for a bed a background check is done to screen out violent offenders and sexual predators. If the man is admitted he may keep his place so long as he obeys the rules. The shelter is led by experienced managerial staff, supplemented by volunteer advocates who work with each man to encourage making progress out of homelessness. Their situations are assessed and they are helped with such needs as obtaining documents, applying for



social services, addressing issues, taking the GED searching for jobs, etc.



health exam,



During the course of the winter the men become more like a community. They also experience the friendliness of different Christian churches whose members come to bring dinner and visit. The men see faith in action, a powerful witness to God’s grace and mercy. Churches for Streets of Hope Meetings of all the partner churches are held bi-monthly, with the annual meeting in May to elect the ninemember Board of Directors. There are many opportunities to serve in a leadership role, both on the Board and through committees, including Shelter Operations, Advocacy, Public Relations, Outreach and Resources, and Fundraising. The organization is actively seeking a suitable permanent location in the area to house the shelter, other services for the homeless, and offices. The North Point Government Center, which was used for part of last winter, will not be available.



Volunteer Opportunities Volunteers are the backbone of the organization. These come from the partner churches as well as other groups and individuals. Volunteers prepare and serve dinner (usually once or twice a month). They also gather and donate blankets, winter clothing, toiletries, and other shelter needs. Most importantly, volunteers get to know the men as individuals and help them feel cared about by people of faith. Volunteering is an opportunity for church members to reach out beyond their congregation to help those in desperate need. They find within themselves a greater capacity for service in Jesus’ name. Contacting Us For further information about volunteering, please visit our website at www.churchesforSOH.org. Contributions to this ministry can be made to “Churches for Streets of Hope” and mailed to P.O. Box 34073, Essex, MD 21221, or donated through any of the partner churches. 2/2014
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