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The Room to Write Critique Group Guidelines: Offering a Writer Feedback



The Room to Write is a sanctuary for writers of all genres. The work of other writers deserves constructive feedback while paying due respect to the writer and the writing. We hope to create an environment where writers feel safe to share their craft and improve upon it in a supportive environment. As your mother always said, “If you don’t have something good to say, don’t say anything at all.” While we want to help writers grow—we also want them to have the confidence they need to keep at it. Please always have something positive to offer each writer in addition to any questions or suggestions for revisiting a piece. Start off positive. Point out areas that were confusing or that seemed like they might benefit from being fleshed out a bit more or reworked. Do not rewrite any portion of a piece. It is important that the voice remains true to the author and that we as readers simply help them to revisit certain areas that were confusing or distracting. Do: 



Do stay positive and supportive of each writer.







Do pick out a line or section that is really well written or imagery that was fresh or surprised you in a good way.







Do use “I” to frame feedback. “I got confused here.” Or “I would like to learn more.”







Do be specific. Give specific examples of where you got confused or distracted.







Do use words like: confused, distracted, slow and other polite language.







Do practice the Golden Rule: Critique other writers’ written words as you would want others to critique your written words.







Do remember we are here to help one another and build each other up.



Do not: 



Do not rewrite any portion of the manuscript or suggest you would have written it better.







Do not use vague, negative statements like boring, stupid, horrible, etc.







Do not use “you” to frame feedback. “You confused me here.” Or “You didn’t finish this.” Stick to the writing—not the writer. Do not make it sound personal.







Do not feel insulted if a writer does not take your advice. The final edits are up to each writer.



Tips for receiving criticism 



No draft is perfect. Nobody wants to rewrite what they already wrote, but more often than not a writer will need to continue to improve draft after draft. Don’t become frustrated.







Criticism of your writing is not criticism of you as a person. It’s not personal.







Do not defend your writing. Just listen. You do not have to agree with a critique.







You may receive three completely different opinions. Learn to distinguish which are most helpful or most in line with your vision for your work.







Don’t dismiss criticism that you disagree with or that seems like a lot of work to address. Sometimes following the hardest advice can be most worth it.







Listen and try to see various points of view. The more you listen, rewrite, and see improvements in your work, the easier it will become to accept criticism in the future.







Wait some time before you revise your work so that some of the ideas can soak in and you can get a sense of what stood out to you to improve.







If people are pointing out a certain section or if they all have similar questions that may be something to really consider. You have the ultimate say in what goes into your work and how, but try to really take in what others comment on as if they are shining a spotlight on a part that you need to look at more closely. Work to improve it.







Embrace your voice.
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