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student ministry 5226 William Cannon Dr Austin Tx, 78749 www.iamtrue.org [email protected]



Dear Parents and True supporters True is back. After a much needed winter break your true student ministry is back to business. The leaders are refreshed and ready to get started with all things true. When you drop your student off at true please do not be afraid to come up the steps and say hi to our greeters. You are important to us too. The same is true for pick up. We finish most nights at as close to 7:30pm as possible. It would be great to see you there as well. If your student likes to play and hang out with the true crew after group that is awesome but we still ask that you are on campus and clearly available (even if they tell you to sit in the car, I want to meet you). In March we are starting a series called “Evolve” and it has a major family/parent piece connected to it. So be looking for information on that in the coming weeks. This month our theme is called “Lost in Translation” and we are focusing on several words in scripture that have a different meaning now than when they were spoke. We are also working on our second core truth at true. You remember all three don’t ya? Well here they are again. 1. I am created to pursue an authentic relationship with my Creator. a. Recognize. There’s more to life than what we can see with our eyes. b. Pursue. God initiated a relationship with us, and the Christian faith is learning how to pursue this relationship through spiritual disciplines. c. Follow. We’re invited not just to believe in Jesus,     but to follow Him through faith. 2. I belong to Jesus Christ and define who I am by what He says. a. Made. I have been uniquely made to contribute to God’s world. b. Accepted. We are the loved sons and daughters of  the perfect Father. c. Transformed. I am continually being changed by my growing relationship with God. 3. I exist every day to demonstrate God’s love to a broken world. a. Restore. God allows us to participate with Him in     restoring a broken world. b. Connect. We live in the complexity of relationships and the value God places on them.
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CAMPS CAMPS CAMPS We continue to register more kids for this weekends mo ranch adventure. Here are the important details you have been looking for 1. We meet at church at 4:30 pm to make sure we have all our paper work, to pack, pee & pray. We should be leaving Shpc by 5:15. We should return to shpc on Sunday between 2-3pm a. Packing...We ask that all students pack “light” this is only a weekend. We strongly prefer all luggage be soft sided duffle type bags. b. Clothing...at Mo it is hard to guess the weather. I suggest at least a warm jacket if it gets cold. I always bring my own sleeping bag and pillow in case of cabin heater issues. As always toiletries are a must. c. Money... There is a gift shop at Mo as well as a few soda machines. aside from that no reason to bring more than $15-25. We are not stopping for dinner on the way please bring them with a sack dinner or having already eaten a meal. We are however stopping for lunch on the way home so please have your student save $5-7 dollars. We will remind them to save. d. The Dance... on Saturday evening there is a dancing thru the decades dance! Please help your student find appropriate silliness to wear. The 80’s are always fun to spoof..just think NEON. e. Prayer.... Please be praying for our group at Mo. We believe God is going to move in powerful ways at this and your student just might take another step forward in their faith. HIGH SCHOOL SKI TRIP is booking up! If your High school student wants to join us on a fantastic weekend on the Slopes at Taos New Mexico you better hurry up. Regular registration closes for the Ski/Board winter retreat in 2 weeks! Cost is $425 includes everything but food on the road and lunches on the slopes! (That means Cabin, Transport, Lift Tickets, Rentals, Program, Breakfast and Dinner are all included). Visit www.iamtrue.org to register. As always id love to share a lunch or coffee with to discuss how we can better minister to you, your student and your whole family. God’s love is always true Pastor Mike & the true crew
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PARENT  TIPS  FOR  “LOST  IN  TRANSLATION” 1. Be a Student of What They are Learning We’ve all used words while being a little uncertain of the actual meaning. But when it comes to words like “belief,” “righteousness” and “salvation,” our understanding makes a huge difference in how we live our Christian faith and how we view God. So, we’re going to take a look at these commonly used words and figure out not only what they mean today but what they meant to the writers of the Bible thousands of years ago. And, in doing so, our aim is to let these new definitions teach us more about all God has for us and wants for us. In other words, over three weeks we are going to take what may have been lost in translation and recapture and rethink it in a way that could transform us in ways we never imagined. 2. Be a Student of Your Student In the summer of 2008, Notre Dame sociologist Christian Smith conducted a study which interviewed 230 young adults from across America. Columnist David Brooks summarized those findings in a recent article in the New York Times (“If It Feels Right …” September 12th, 2011). Smith’s findings revealed that young people don’t have the vocabulary to talk about issues of morality. In other words, when it comes to talking about morality and the meaning of life, young people generally find themselves at a loss for words to describe what they know and how they feel. As Brooks writes in his article, “The interviewers asked open-ended questions about right and wrong, moral dilemmas and the meaning of life. In the rambling answers, which Smith and company recount in a new book, ‘Lost in Transition,’ you see the young people groping to say anything sensible on these matters. But they just don’t have the categories or vocabulary to do so … It’s not so much that these young Americans are living lives of sin and debauchery, at least no more than you’d expect from 18- to 23-year-olds. What’s disheartening is how bad they are at thinking and talking about moral issues.” For those of us who are invested in the lives of young people, this information can be a bit unsettling. But, we can also see it as a challenge to help our students by teaching them what the Bible says about who they are and what their lives are purposed for—by giving them the vocabulary to talk about these issues with clarity and thoughtfulness. As Brooks says, “Again, this doesn’t mean that America’s young people are immoral. Far from it. But, Smith and company emphasize, they have not been given the resources—by schools, institutions and families—to cultivate their moral intuitions, to think more broadly about moral obligations, to check behaviors that may be degrading. In this way, the study says more about adult America than youthful America.”
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And this is where we as parents pick up the challenge to help our students develop a vocabulary for the story of their faith journey. While many students may not be able at this point to truly deal with the abstract ideas of “belief,” “righteousness” and “salvation,” there will come a time when they will be able to wrestle with these concepts and really understand their meaning in a way that will impact their understanding of the Christian faith and their lives. So, as you talk to your teen about what they are learning, keep in mind that we are sowing the seeds of a greater understanding of both their faith and who they are created to be. 3. Action Point Stories are one of the greatest teaching tools we have to reach our students. One of the most powerful ways for us, as parents, to teach our students the power of faith is for us to share our own faith story with them. For some of us, our faith story is filled with lots of drama. For some, our story is one we haven’t really spent that much time considering before. For others, our faith story began when we were very young and has been a consistent narrative throughout our lives. Whatever your story, it is important that you share it with your student. Let them peek into your own journey and find some common ground. This may not come naturally or easily, but as you stumble through it together, keep in mind that your vulnerability is one of the most effective tools in furthering your child’s personal spiritual journey. Here are some tips to get you started: • •



• •



Be sure to do this on your student’s timetable so that they are the most willing to listen and take in what your story has to offer. Pick your teen up from school for lunch or coffee and make a special date out of telling your story. Your student will enjoy the special attention and the break from their normal routine. Find a time when both you and your spouse can share your story in a relaxed environment, such as around the dinner table. Above all, remember that no one has more potential to influence your child’s relationship with God than you do. Being intentional with your student and making time to talk is a valuable resource in building relational trust and walking with your student through their faith journey.
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