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Welcome to the first issue of the Monocacy Chapter Newsletter! This is a very exciting time for the Chapter with many new ideas forming, some new initiatives taking flight and lots of enthusiasm for the TU mission. Even with all the changes, many things remain the same, and the constant support of our core group of dedicated members has helped the Chapter maintain an even keel. Without a doubt this is also a very tenuous time for our streams. In



addition to rain, heat, hurricane's, ice storms, and floods, our streams also face a increasing onslaught from encroaching development, aging infrastructure and the ever present need of man to control his environment. As we move forward into the new year, I am very excited about the opportunities that lie ahead. We will once again have a great program schedule from January – May, and there will be many ways to help promote TU and our



mission. Whether you come to every meeting, help out with on- stream projects, or just show up to fish with fellow members, every level of involvement is important to the Chapter. Most importantly, I hope that everyone has a safe and happy New Year, and if you are like me you might just get a chance to do a little fishing. Best, Erik Broesicke



Dates to Remember Jan. 28 - Chapter Meeting Jan. 24-26 - The Fly Fishing Show - Somersert, NJ Feb. 25 - Chapter Meeting Mar. Date TBA- Spring Event Mar. 25 - Chapter Meeting Mar. 29 - Opening Day PA Southeast Region April 12 - PA Opening Day



The Monocacy Creek Monocacy Creek is located in Southeastern Pennsylvania and has a good population of wild browns. Although it flows through suburban surroundings, it offers anglers a peaceful setting and quality fishing. On occasion, the browns in this limestone, spring creek exceed 15 inches,



but most average 8- to 12-inches long. The headwaters of Monocacy Creek start above the town of Bath. Up here, the stream is small and has an area designated as "wild trout water." This 1.9-mile stretch starts at the SR 987 Bridge and extends downstream to the SR 248 Bridge. This area is



regulated as a "Class A" wild fishery and no fish are stocked within its limits; however, other areas of this stretch are stocked. Overhanging trees add shade to this beautiful piece of water. Some of this area is posted so it's a good idea to pay attention to marked areas. You can gain access to this part of
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“stop at Monocacy Creek to enjoy quality fishing in a peaceful setting.”



Stream Lines



The Monocacy Creek (cont.) Downstream from where SR 512 crosses Monocacy Creek, the creek slightly gains in size, averaging 30 to 50 feet across. This is a good section of water, all the way down to where US 22 crosses the stream. Access can be gained via some of the many secondary roads that cross in this area. Most of this part of the creek, from SR 512 to US 22, is stocked with trout, although a few wild fish are scattered throughout. Starting just downstream from US 22, there is another section of "Class A" wild trout water and it is under PFBC Regulations (Trophy Trout Projects.) This area is 1.9 miles; From Illicks Mill Dam upstream too and including Gertrude Fox Conservation Area. Wild browns abound in this stretch of water, and no fish are stocked here. This is probably the best section on Monocacy Creek. Here you'll find some diverse water and



quality fish to go along with it. The town of Bethlehem is just downriver from this stretch where Monocacy Creek enters the Lehigh River. The water between the downstream side of the regulations area and the mouth in Bethlehem is also stocked, and offers a decent population of wild browns. To gain access to the lower half of Monocacy Creek, from US 22 downriver, just take the side roads that lead off of Center Street. Some of these roads include Illick's Mill Road, Bridle Path Road, and Macada Road.



spring creek. Tricos, Olives, Sulpurs, and Cahills are the majority of the Mayflies that hatch. And the Mayflies that do hatch can be very prolific. Caddis patterns and Nymphs also are excellent flies and you can fish them with confidence here. Terrestrials are your best bet during the summer. Streamers work well early in the morning or when the water is stained from heavy rains. So, the next time you're in Southeastern Pennsylvania, stop at Monocacy Creek to enjoy quality fishing in a peaceful setting. Courtesy of Flyfishingconnection.com



Hatches on Monocacy Creek are typical of a limestone,
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Lehigh Valley Chapter News – The Spring Event The four Lehigh Valley chapters of Trout Unlimited will be sponsoring the 11th annual Spring Event in March. The date will be set at the next combined chapter meeting in January and members will be notified soon after. The



event will feature a guest speaker, chapter news and information, a word from our WCO, and as always a great raffle. The raffle will feature rods, fly tying equipment, accessories, books, fly boxes and flies, as well as



some gift certificates. As always, complementary refreshments will be served. Doors open at 9:00 am with the program starting at 10:00. Proceeds from the raffle will benefit chapter projects.
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Rivals Work Together for Conservation The Lafayette vs. Lehigh rivalry is well known through out the Lehigh Valley. Last Spring, however, the members of the Lafayette and Lehigh Men’s and Women’s Swimming teams put this rivalry aside to work on clean up the Monocacy. As the former head coach at Lafayette, and longtime area club coach in the area, I became good friends with Jim Dailey of Lafayette, and Rob Herb at Lehigh. Upon



presenting the coaches with the opportunity for their teams to participate in a community service activity by assisting chapter members on “StreamCleanup Day”, both



coaches jumped at the offer. On the Saturday morning in April, known as Earth Day, the teams met on the banks of the lower section of the creek in the section at and below Johnson’s Park. Team members merged into two groups made up of members of both teams. One group headed upstream, while the other down. Swimmers, being



no stranger to water, worked in and out of the water pulling trash from anywhere they could find it. After two or three hours the groups met with their treasurers both large and small. Fill trash bags were left for cooperative city workers to haul off to the dump. What a pleasure it was to have these athletes help us out bright and early on a Saturday morning. Many thanks for all of their help. I look forward to working with them again.



Chapter Program News As we approach 2014, our Chapter program plan is to take advantage of what topics you’ve told us you prefer, and, to try and tap into other local resources we have access to. Last year, 20% of our members responded to a survey on programs, touting, these were the most desirable and prioritized topics : 1st choice: Conservation Issues 2nd choice: Local Destinations 3rd choice: Advanced FF Technique Workshops 4th choice: Basic Fishing How-to Workshops 5th choice: Remote Travel Destinations 6th choice: Guide Services We had programs on the



top 5 last year and are attempting to do the same this year. We did a Conservation update by Lee Creyer, from Fish and Boat, in November. For 2014, there are tentative plans for programs on Advanced FF Techniques for Surface/Film, a “Beginners” outing on a Pond, FF the San Juan River, New Mexico, to just mention a few. Please check our Monocacy Website for specifics on dates & times. There is also a movement to collaborate better with our fellow chapters in the Lehigh Valley. Especially when it comes to programs (e.g. presentations) and outings where volunteers are needed, such as Project Healing Waters, Becoming an Outdoor Woman, Youth Days, etc.. I urge you to “stay tuned” via our website for a joint calendar of events that has already been trialed. Also,



feel free to just access our fellow chapters’ websites. The Hockedauqua, the Forks of Delaware & Little Lehigh chapters post their meeting and programs that are available to us all to attend. Also, Hokey & Forks run intensive Fly Tying Workshops for beginners and experienced fly tyers. We will keep you apprised of this important collaborative effort.



Should you have any questions, feel free to email our Monocacy Program Coordinator, who is Bob Signorello at [email protected].



Stream Lines The Monocacy Chapter of Trout Unlimited #419



The Monocacy Chapter of Trout Unlimited meets the fourth Tuesday of the month from September through June with the exception of December. Chapter meetings are held at the DAR House located at 717 Eighth Ave. Bethlehem, PA 18017. Information about the chapter can be found on our web site located at http://www.monocacytu.org Information about Trout Unlimited National can be found at their web site at: www.tu.org/intro. Membership information can be obtained from either of the above mentioned web sites or at a monthly chapter meeting. *You receive this publication as a benefit of membership in the Monocacy Chapter of Trout Unlimited. This newsletter is published three times a year, Winter, Spring, and Summer/Fall. You will receive the newsletter via email unless otherwise requested. Should you no longer wish to receive this publication please email me at [email protected].
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Treasurer’s Report The 2013 Financial year comes to a close for your Monocacy chapter of TU. In case you don't know we operate on a financial calendar that follows national TU 11/1 thru 10/31 of a given year. This is the first organization I have been involved with that does so and I thought it was odd. Anyway we are in the "black" and solvent as the Fiscal year came to a close. I commented at the November 26 meeting that our investment portfolio produced income of $3.00 that is three dollars this year. We really don't make a lot of dough in a given year and our expenses are low as well. In the past we have sponsored youth to the Rivers conservation camp in Boiling Springs this year our big expense was participating in the NE region TU POW-WOW in the Catskills NY on a very hot July weekend. I believe it was well spent time and money to help direct our neophyte officers. It was an investment in our future. Again I thank the membership



for electing me to serve the chapter as treasurer for a second term. Respectfully submitted, Doc Hart



Why is Dr. Hart Smiling? To find out why Dr. Hart is smiling in this photo you have to attend the January 28th chapter meeting. The meeting starts at 7:00 pm at the DAR House in the Rose Garden on
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