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NFIR



National Federation of IndianRailwaynen 3 , C H E LMSFORD ROAD,NEWDELHI- 11O055 Affiliatedto : IndianNationalTrade UnionCongress(INTUC) lnternationalTransportWorkers'Federation(lTF) No. lV,4rlPS/PF RDA Bl LL



Dated:0610912015



Shri NarendraModi, Hon'blePrimeMinisterof lndia, SouthBlock, R a i s i nH a ills, N e wD e l h i Respected Sir, Sub:



UniformPensionSchemeto retiringRailwayemployees at par with the ex-servicemenreg' i(x****,*** At the outset.the NationalFederation of IndianRailwayemn (NF-lR)thanksthe Covernment for conceding to thedemandof ex-servicemen tbr introduction of "One Rank- One pension"for them. I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o nI ,w o u l d i n v i t e y o u r k i n d a t t e n t i o nt o t h e c a s eo f R a i l w a ve m o l o v e e s numberingove i .r3 m i l l i o na sp l a c e db e l o w : ' The Railwayemployeeshave beensubjectedto injusticeas a resultof introduction of New PensionScheme(which is a contributorv pensionscheme)rvithetfectf'rorn0ll0l/2004. Consequently. thoseemployees who.joinedrailwayson and after0110112004 are governedby the contributory pension ..Newpension scheme with present nomenclature (NpS). System'. o Presently, thereare two sectionsof Rail Worktbrce- one governedby the L.iberalized pensiorr (applicable Scheme to pre0l/01/2004appointees) andtheotheronegoverned by the contributory pension scheme i.e.NPS applicable to posr0ll0ll2O04appoinrees. ' Since2004,NFIR hasbeenpressing the Governmenr of lndia and rhe Minisrryof Railwaysto w i t h d r a wN e w P e n s i o nS c h e m ea s t h e d u t i e sa n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t ioefs R a i l w a y . , n p l o y . . , are very complex,complicatedand their workingconditionsare arduousas they perlbrmdutiesat remoteplaces. extremistinfestedareas,jungle areas,withoutany supplychain.Vast percentage of Railwayemployees cannotaffordto havetimelymedicines. sociallil'e,schooling facilitiesetc., Pursuantto the discussions held with the RailwayMinistryon our pendingdemandseeking abolitionof New Pensionscheme in Railways.the thenRailwayMinisrersnri uattilarjun Khargehal agreedwith the demandand accordinglyhe had sent a communication to the FinanceMinisteron 2910312014 duly explainingthe natureof dutiesof the Railwayemployees and seekingGovernment's gqprovalfor exemptingthe Railway employeesfrom the NPS wherebythey can be governedby the Liberalized Pension Scheme. This issueis continued to remainunresolved. For your kind appreciation. I mentionherethataccording to rhereportof the Dr, Anil Kakodkar committee,submitted to the RailwayMinistryin theyear2012.the deathrateof Railwayernployees in the courseof performingdutieswas muchIargerthanthe public.I quotebelowthe figuresgiven by the High LevelSafetyReviewCommitteeheadedby Dr. Kakodkar. Contd.Page... 2



t/2t/



(b) Passenger/Public (c) Unmanned Levelcrossing



Theabovepositionreveals thatthe Railwayemployees killedduringthe period2001* 08 to 201I were 1600whilethoseinjuredon duty were8700.1-hisfigurewouldconvincethatthe dutiesof Railway employeescannotbe treatedas lessarduousin comparisonwith the def'enceand para-militarytbrces. Like armedforces,Railwayemployees are expectedto rernainat their placeo1'postingeven during periodicrest and they cannotafford to leavethe headquaners and they perforrndutiesunderopen sk1, facinginclement weatherconditions andensurerunningof trainsrounclthqclock. It would therefore,be necessary to exemptRailrvayemployeesl'rom the New PensionSystem NPS). 2.



Needto provideUniform PensionSchemeor One Rank - C)nePensionto Rail Workforce: t



1'heRailwayemployees discharge theirdutiesroundtheclockby shiftsandover85% stalfwork in remoteplaceswhereno humanlife exists.Theirdutiesaresatbty-oriented. They aret-acing continuous stressandstrainin the courseof performing Train passingdutiescausinghealthhazardsleadingto prematuredeath,medicalinvalidation at a scalelargerthanthe armed/para-military tbrces.The demandtbr iniroduction of UniformPensionSchemeto Railwayemployees of the samerankregarclless ol'theirdate of retirement deserves consideratiorr like thato1'retiring arnredpcrsonnel. I therefbre, requestyou to kindly seethattlreGovernment accordsapproval,exernpting Railway employees frorntheNew PensionSystemfor thepurpose of coveringthenruncJer the L.iberalizecl Pension Scheme.lalso requestthat "One Rank - One Pension"Schenrei.e. unifbrm pensiorrfor Railway employeesretiringin the samerank regardless of their retirementmay kindly be approvedby thc Government, considering the fact that Railwaypersonnel are servingthe nation,transpofting military hardware and the army to the bordersand ensuringuninterrupted movementof rail transport services at all timesroundtheclockin all weatherconditions.



'



\ Yours faithfullylr * I _ n



/A ' L '



l -
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(Dr. M. Ragh/avaiah)-l GeneralSecretarv* t Copyto ShriArun Jaitley.Ministerof Finance, NorthBlock,NervDelhi. Copyto ShriSureshPrabhu,Ministerfor Railways" RailMantralayRail Bhavan.New Delhi. Copy to Shri B, Dattatreya.Ministerof Statc tbr l.abour& trrnployrnenl. Shram Shakti Blravan. \Jer.rDelhi. Copyto theCabinetSecretary, CabinetSecretariat. Governrnent of India.NorthBlock.New Delhi. Copyto theChairman, RailwayBoard,New Delhi, Copyto the MemberStaff,RailwayBoard,New Delhi. Copyto the ExecutiveDirector/lR,RailwayBoard,New Delhi. Copyto the CentralOffice Bearersof NFIR. Copyto theGeneralSecretaries of AffiliatedUnionsof NFIR. MediaCentreA'.lFIR.
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