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AP US Government – Exam Study Guide Unit III: Structure & Function of Government BUREAUCRACY 1. What is the size of the federal bureaucracy? How is it organized and what role does it play in making and implementing public policy?



2. What is the difference between agencies, departments, independent regulatory agencies/commissions and government corporations?



3. What impact do the executive and legislative branches have on the federal bureaucracy? Specifically, how does Congress oversee the bureaucracy?



4. In what ways does the bureaucracy exercise powers that are quasi-legislative?



5. What is the role of the bureaucracy in the budget process?



6. What are iron triangles/issue networks and how do they influence policy making in the bureaucracy?



7. What is the spoils system and how did it change to the “merit” system?



8. Why is it so hard to fire a bureaucrat?



9. What is the Hatch Act and its 1993 follow-up?



10. What are some major criticisms of the federal bureaucracy and are they justified?
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