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the base portion. The ?rst and second handle portions are structured and disposed to promote grasping thereof in order to a
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TILE GROUT BRUSH



BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION



For a fuller understanding of the nature of the present invention, reference should be had to the folloWing detailed description taken in connection With the accompanying



1. Field of the Invention The present invention relates to brush structures and, more speci?cally, to a tile grout brush having a generally



triangular con?guration to promote ease of grasping and manipulation of the brush to clean grout betWeen tile. 2. Description of the Related Art



draWings in Which: FIG. 1 is a perspective vieW of the tile grout brush of the



present invention; FIG. 2 is a top plan vieW of the tile grout brush of FIG. 10



When tile is initially installed on a ?oor, Wall, or ceiling,



the grout packed betWeen adjacent tiles is normally bright and clean and thereby enhances the appearance of the tile surface. HoWever, over time, as the tile is exposed to dirt,



mildew, food spills and other substances, the grout becomes



15



dirty and/or stained. This diminishes the attractiveness of the



1; FIG. 3 is a side elevational vieW of the tile grout brush, shoWn in partial section to illustrate extension handle attach ment means including a plurality of threaded sockets pro vided in the main body of the brush; FIG. 4 is an inverted side elevational vieW of the tile grout



tile even if the tile, having an indelible surface, is cleaned to



brush, in partial section, shoWing an extension pole attached



a bright shine. It is, therefore, occasionally necessary to clean grout betWeen tile in order to maintain the desired,



in accordance With a ?rst preferred angle of attachment,



to the main body of the brush at one of the threaded sockets



Wherein the tile grout brush is shoWn cleaning grout on an



brilliant appearance. While there are various chemical prod ucts available on the market Which are helpful to clean grout, it is almost alWays necessary to scrub the grout line With a brush having stiff or hard bristles. In many instances, even



With the use of chemical cleaning products, it is necessary to apply suf?cient force to the bristles against the grout in a



rigorous, reciprocating, scrubbing motion. Presently, the



overhead tile surface; FIG. 5 is a side elevational vieW, in partial section, illustrating the extension pole attached to a different threaded socket in accordance With a second preferred 25



only brushes knoWn in the art for scrubbing grout lines, including those speci?cally marketed as grout brushes, all



attachment angle of the pole to the tile grout brush, Wherein the brush is shoWn cleaning grout on a vertical tile surface; FIG. 6 is a side elevational vieW of the tile grout brush



With the extension pole attached thereto, Wherein the tile grout brush is shoWn cleaning grout on a ?oor surface; and



have a structure Which generally resembles a toothbrush. In



fact, many people simply use an old toothbrush to clean



FIG. 7 is a side elevational vieW illustrating the manner of



grout rather than purchasing a grout cleaning brush. Speci?cally, these toothbrush-type instruments have a brush head and a handle portion extending longitudinally from the brush head in coplanar relation thereto. When scrubbing a



grasping one of the handle portions of the main body of the



grout line using a toothbrush or like instrument, only a small gap remains betWeen the handle and the tile surface.



brush during use.



Like reference numerals refer to like parts throughout the several vieWs of the draWings. 35



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT



Inevitably, one’s hands, ?ngers, and/or knuckles Will rub against the tile surface When scrubbing, causing painful injury. In fact, it is almost impossible to prevent constant



Referring to the several vieWs of the draWings, the tile grout brush of the present invention is shoWn and generally



rubbing and banging of one’s hands on the tile surface When using a toothbrush-type instrument. Furthermore, the orien tation of the handle relative to the brush head makes it dif?cult to exert and maintain force of the bristles against the



indicated as 10. As seen in the several vieWs of the draWings, the tile grout brush 10 includes a main body 12 having a triangular con?guration With an open central Zone 14. The



grout and tile surface being cleaned. Accordingly, there is an urgent need in the art for an
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improved tile grout brush Which is speci?cally structured to protect one’s hands When grasping the brush during scrub



handle portion 24 extend upWardly and inWardly from opposite ends of the base portion at an angled orientation relative to the base portion 20 and each other, meeting at an



bing and Which is further structured to more effectively direct a force from the handle to the bristles to exert a greater



apex 26 in spaced relation above a center 28 of the base



force of the bristles against the surface being scrubbed.



portion 20.



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION



Atile grout brush for cleaning grout betWeen tile includes a main body having a generally triangular con?guration With an open central Zone and including a base portion, a ?rst 55



handle portion and a second handle portion. Bristles are ?tted to the base portion and extend from a bottom, outWard



ured to accommodate grasping of a hand so that the ?ngers are Wrapped about the respective ?rst or second handle portion 22, 24, as best seen in FIG. 7. A plurality of brush bristles 60 are provided on the base portion 20. The bristles 60 are ?tted to the outWard facing



the base portion. The ?rst and second handle portions are structured and disposed to promote grasping thereof in order to apply force and reciprocating motion to the bristles against the grout and tile. Threaded sockets are provided on the main body for removable attachment of an elongate to the base portion so that the brush can be manipulated to clean areas that are dif?cult to reach.



The base portion 20, ?rst handle portion 22 and second handle portion 24 each include inWard facing surfaces 30, 32, 34, respectively, as Well as outWard facing sides 40, 42, and 44, respectively. The main body 12, comprised of the base portion and ?rst and second handle portions 22, 24 may also include opposite side faces 50, 52. NotWithstanding, the ?rst and second handle portions are structured and con?g



facing side thereof; the bristles being disposed in bundles arranged in longitudinal roWs substantially along a length of



extension pole at various selected angled positions relative



triangular con?guration of the main body 12 is de?ned by a base portion 20, a ?rst handle portion 22, and a second handle portion 24. The ?rst handle portion 22 and second
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side 40 of the base portion 20 so that they extend outWardly therefrom, in generally perpendicular relation to the outWard facing side 40, terminating at free distal ends along a common plane 62. The bristles 60 may have their proximal
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end Zones (opposite the free distal ends) embedded Within the material of the base portion 20 or Within cavities



tile surface TS When cleaning the grout and tile of the tile surface TS. The scraper means 80 includes a scraper blade



provided through the outWard facing side 40 being held



82 integrally formed on either of the handle portions 22, 24 and extending doWnWardly therefrom aWay from the apex



therein With epoxy or other suitable adhesive means. Alternatively, the bristles may be ?tted to a plate in a manner



such as that described above, Wherein the plate is ?xed to the outWard facing side of the base by suitable means Well knoWn in the art. The bristles 60 may be made of nylon, plastic or other synthetic material. Alternatively, the bristles may be of a



26, terminating at a relatively sharp edge 84. In a preferred embodiment, the entire main body 12,



including the base portion 20, handle portions 22, 24 and 10



natural ?ber. It is, hoWever, preferred that the bristles be of a stiff, rigid nature so that they do not easily bend and/or



While the instant invention has been shoWn and described in What is considered to be a preferred and practical embodi



collapse When their distal ends are forced against a tile surface TS (as seen in FIGS. 4—7) and moved in a recipro



cating motion.



15



As best seen in FIG. 1, the bristles 60 are preferably grouped in bundles 64, Wherein each bundle 64 includes a plurality of individual bristles disposed in a generally cir cular package to de?ne a cylindrical con?guration. The bristle bundles 64 are positioned and arranged in a plurality of longitudinal roWs along the outWard facing side 40 of the



therefore, should not be limited except as de?ned in the



NoW that the invention has been described, What is claimed is:



1. A tile grout brush for cleaning grout betWeen tile



comprising: a main body having a generally triangular con?guration 25



each including an inWard facing surface and an outWard



facing side, said main body further including extension handle attachment means thereon for removable attach



ment of an elongate pole thereto, a plurality of brush bristles ?tted to and extending from



35



When grasping the ?rst or second handle portions 22, 24, the knuckles on the ?ngers remain protected Within the central Zone 14, thus preventing accidental contact With the tile surface TS or other objects When scrubbing, and thereby



preventing injury to the hands. The inWard facing surfaces 32, 34 of the handle portions 22, 24 may be provided With a series of protruding bumps 68 arranged in spaced relation to accommodate placement of the user’s ?ngers therebetWeen, thereby providing a more secure, comfortable grip.



2. A tile grout brush as recited in claim 1 Wherein said



45



socket on said main body and having thread means therein for threaded engagement With corresponding threads on said



elongate pole. 3. A tile grout brush as recited in claim 1 Wherein said brush bristles are disposed in a plurality of bristle bundles, said bristle bundles being positioned and arranged in a



To facilitate use of the tile grout brush 10 to clean grout



plurality of longitudinal roWs along said outWard facing side of said base portion.



With extension handle attachment means 70 including a



permit an effective scrubbing force and motion as needed



said base portion on said outWard facing side, and said ?rst and second handle portions including grip means for grasping With a hand and including a plurality of protruding bumps on said inWard facing surface of said ?rst and second handle portions, said bumps being positioned and arranged to accommodate individual ?ngers therebetWeen, said ?rst and second handle por tions being structured and disposed for applying force and motion to said bristles against the grout and tile. extension handle attachment means includes at least one



along dif?cult to reach areas, the main body 12 is provided plurality of sockets 72, 72‘ having interior thread means 74 for threaded engagement With corresponding threads on the end of an extension pole 76. The various sockets 72, 72‘ extending into the main body 12 at various angled orienta tions relative to the base portion 20, facilitate attachment of the extension pole 76 at various select angled orientations to



With an open central Zone including a base portion, a



?rst handle portion and a second handle portion, said base portion and said ?rst and second handle portions



produces a resultant force in the direction of arroW 4, as seen



in FIG. 3. This permits effective use of the brush 10 to apply a sufficient scrubbing force When the brush is held by grasping, or using a pole extension, at various angles, as seen throughout FIGS. 4—6. Further, the structure, arrange ment and con?guration of the ?rst and second handle portions 22, 24 provides a comfortable grip serves to protect the ?ngers, knuckles and hand of the user When grasping the brush and scrubbing, as illustrated in FIG. 4. Speci?cally,



ment thereof, it is recogniZed that departures may be made Within the spirit and scope of the present invention Which,



folloWing claims under the doctrine of equivalents.



base portion 20. The angled orientation of the ?rst and second handle portions 22, 24 relative to the base portion 20 serves to direct a doWnWard force from the handle portions 22, 24 to the base portion 20 and distal plane 62 of the bristles 60. Speci?cally, a force applied in the direction of arroWs 1, 2 or 3 on the ?rst and/or second handle portions 22, 24



scraper means 80, is formed of a plastic material by injection molding, vacuum form molding or extrusion molding in accordance With conventionally knoWn methods.



4. A tile grout brush as recited in claim 2 including a plurality of said sockets on said main body for removable attachment of said pole to said main body at a plurality of 55



selected angular adjusted positions relative to said base



portion. 5. Atile grout brush as recited in claim 1 further including scraper means on said main body for scraping engagement



When reaching to ceiling surfaces, as shoWn in FIG. 2, Wall



With the tile to remove excess grout, residue and other



surfaces (see FIG. 5), and ?oor surfaces (see FIG. 6).



unWanted substances therefrom.



Scraper means 80 are provided on the main body 12 for scraping excess grout, residue and other substances from the
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