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U.S. CSPV Solar Module Manufacturers’ Position Related to the Importation of CSPV Cells As representatives of the U.S. solar module manufacturing industry, we are united in seeking an outcome in the 201 Solar Global Safeguards trade proceedings that ensures our American-based, solar manufacturing businesses can continue to thrive. Accordingly, on behalf of the thousands of American jobs we represent, we urge the President to implement a remedy that ensures a sufficient quantity of tariff-free solar cells that will support and grow the domestic solar module manufacturing industry. Module producers in the U.S. need consistent access to the crystalline silicon photovoltaic (“CSPV”) cells that enable our manufacturing facilities to assemble solar modules. There is not now—nor has there ever been—a domestic merchant market where U.S. module manufacturers can purchase CSPV cells of U.S. origin. Currently, any existing domestic solar cell production is self-consumed by those manufacturers to support their own module production. As a result, all U.S. module manufacturers without their own upstream CSPV cell production facilities rely upon imported cells to facilitate their module manufacturing operations. Consequently, any remedy restricting imports of CSPV cells would have a devastating impact on our ability to continue as domestic manufacturers of solar modules, harming the very solar manufacturing industry the petitioners claim to be seeking to help. Additionally, any new tariff on CSPV cells will not incent new domestic cell manufacturing. The production of cells and modules differs significantly in terms of facilities, cost, and start up times. Setting up a new cell manufacturing is capital intensive, necessitates unique and specialized facility build out, and requires the ordering and commissioning of specialized manufacturing tools that have long lead times. As a result, the short duration of any safeguard tariff on imported CSPV cells is unlikely to establish a business environment allowing new entrants in cell manufacturing to recoup on their significant investment. In contrast, allowing for a sufficient supply of tariff-free imported CSPV cells may encourage expansion of existing domestic module manufacturing capacity and the establishment of new domestic module manufacturing facilities resulting in new, high paying jobs. Providing for the conditions that allow for this expanded availability of U.S. produced modules will also assist the downstream U.S. solar industry’s ability to expand and support the thousands of jobs installing solar generating equipment throughout the country. U.S. Module Manufacturers in Support: • • • • • • • • • •



CBS Solar (manufacturing facility located in Copemish, MI) Colored Solar (manufacturing facility located in Los Angeles, CA) Csun USA (manufacturing facility located in Sacramento, CA) Lumos (based in Nederland, CO with manufacturing facilities in San Jose, CA) Mission Solar (manufacturing facility located in San Antonio, TX) Prism Solar Technologies (manufacturing facility located in Highland, NY) Seraphim USA Manufacturing (manufacturing facility located in Jackson, MS) SunSpark Technologies (manufacturing facility located in Riverside, CA) Tesla (manufacturing facilities located in Buffalo, NY & Fremont, CA) The Solaria Corporation (manufacturing facilities in Fremont, CA)
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