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ROOSEVELT ROW 922 North Fifth Street Phoenix, AZ 85004 Rooseveltrow.org For Immediate Release: August 26 2011 For More Information: Cindy Dach, Roosevelt Row, CDC / Acting Director [email protected] or 602.614.8717 (DO NOT PUBLISH) PRESS CONFERENCE: Friday, September 9, 2011 at 10am SW corner of Garfield & Sixth Street. Mayor Gordan and Councilman Johnson will be in attendance.



VALLEY OF THE SUNFLOWERS Roosevelt Row Community Development Corporation and Phoenix Union Bioscience High School collaborate to turn a vacant lot into a field of Sunflowers. Roosevelt Row Community Development Corporation (CDC) has leased a vacant parcel in the Evans Churchill neighborhood in downtown Phoenix in City Council District 8 from the City of Phoenix to grow a 2-acre field of sunflowers. The sunflowers will not only temporarily activate and beautify an empty lot but the sunflowers will be harvested and pressed for seed oil to produce biodiesel fuel to power the Bioscience High School's hybrid solar / biofuel vehicle, which is in its construction phase. Additional seeds and flowers will be sold at the Phoenix Public Market to fund additional biodiesel projects at the Bioscience High School. Valley of the Sunflowers (VOS) is part of Roosevelt Row’s A.R.T.S. (Adaptive Reuse of Temporary Space) Garden program. It will be located on the vacant city block between Fifth and Sixth Streets and Garfield and McKinley Streets. VOS has two planting seasons. The first planting will take place in early September 2011 with the harvest in January 2012. The second planting will take place in late February 2012 with harvest in May 2012. Arizona community members are encouraged to plant sunflowers on private property coordinating the planting dates with the Valley of the Sunflowers project. Start planting your sunflowers now through September 15. We will notify community members for the second group planting via a social media campaign over the winter holiday. Kenny Barrett, artist and project manager for Roosevelt Row developed the idea for the Valley of the Sunflowers while living at the corner of Sixth Street and Garfield. “The idea came from a living-fence of sunflowers that we grew at the Growhouse. I used to stare out my kitchen window at the vacant field and think it would be beautiful to just see sunflowers. Sunflowers make people happy.” Kenny Barrett cofounded the Growhouse, the Roosevelt Row community garden at Sixth Street and Garfield. ASU Global Institute of Sustainability Fellow Braden Kay brought in the Bioscience High School for the partnership. The school’s northern windows face the vacant parcel and they had a biodiesel car in production. “We are so fortunate to have this community partnership and to be able to collaborate beyond the walls of the school and experience real world leaning,” states Bioscience Principal Dr. Deedee Falls. Valley of the Sunflowers is also a partnership between private business and the community. Through a grant application, Intel Foundation provided two grants to kick off the funding for the Valley of the Sunflowers. “At Intel, we are committed to our communities through our Foundation programs. Valley of the Sunflowers is an ambitious project with educational and community layers. It's the type of project that inspires us because it improves the place where we live,” says Intel employee and downtown resident Sean Sweat.
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“This project is a shining example of a public/private partnership bringing schools and businesses together to create educational opportunities and build relationships that contribute to their surrounding community” says District 8 City Councilman Michael Johnson. Councilman Johnson’s leadership and support was instrumental in making the city-owned parcel available for the project. "VOS is an example of the type of innovative community development project that makes our city an exciting place to live, work, play or start a business. Through educating students, creating community connections and temporarily repurposing vacant lots, Roosevelt Row and the Bioscience High School are demonstrating how we can continue to create a livable and electric downtown Phoenix," says Dan Klocke Director of Planning and Economic Development with the Downtown Phoenix Partnership. Sponsors are continually signing onto help this project. University of Arizona has secured a donation of equipment and staff from Hensel Phelps to help prepare the soil. Additional funding is still needed to plant two full seasons. Information about sponsorship opportunities can be found at http://www.rooseveltrow.org/get-involved/programs/a-r-t-s/a-r-t-s-valley-of-the-sunflowers/. A kickstarter video will soon be launched to raise additional funds. Volunteer days will be posted on the Roosevelt Row website and on the Valley of the Sunflowers Facebook page. In April 2011, Roosevelt RowCDC launched the A.R.T.S. Program (Adaptive Reuse of Temporary Space) to address the large amount of vacant parcels in downtown Phoenix. Many vacant parcels in downtown are owned by private individuals waiting for the economic recovery while others are owned by the City of Phoenix for the development of the planned Biomedical Campus and Cancer Hospital. In an effort to activate and beautify downtown, Roosevelt Row CDC assumed their first lease of a privately owned lot at 408 E. Roosevelt in April 2011. They have been programming the space with artists vendors, food trucks and performances on First and Third Friday evenings. About the A.R.T.S. Program: A.R.T.S. will address the issues of vacant urban space by putting dirt lots into productive use throughout the Roosevelt Row Arts District. Programming includes the A.R.T.S. Markets, community gardens, public art projects, cultural fairs, outdoor film space, and concerts. For more information about the A.R.T.S. Program, visit http://www.rooseveltrow.org/a.r.t.s.html. About the Bioscience High School: Phoenix Union Bioscience High School is a unique science-focused, small high school that is responding to the burgeoning science, technology and engineering industries. The courses are developed around student interests and are intended to prepare students for future study and jobs that do not yet exist. Bioscience offers a full, four-year curriculum with integration among the disciplines. Located in the hub of biotech research, medicine, arts district and higher education in downtown Phoenix, and through partnerships with the community, students have the opportunity to collaborate beyond the walls of the school and experience real world learning. About Roosevelt Row, CDC Roosevelt Row CDC is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization established to further the unique character and assets of the Roosevelt Row Arts District connecting the four historic neighborhoods immediately north of the downtown core – Garfield, Evans Churchill, Roosevelt, and F.Q. Story. The organization also advocates for the continuing role of the arts in the revitalization of downtown Phoenix and fosters a dense, diverse, and walkable urban environment. Programs include an annual business directory, new murals, tree plantings, vacant-lot activation and support for new and existing businesses and community organizations in the area.
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