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Violence and Internal Displacement in Thailand’s Deep South Armed Conflict 2002-2008∗ Kraiyos Patrawart† February 2010



Abstract This paper explores the understudied impact of violent conflict on internal displacement in Deep South provinces of Thailand. This paper uses a unique event-based dataset on armed conflict and an official migration record to identify factors that affect internal displacement between 2002-2008. The paper has, for the first time, consolidated the information of media-based daily records of violence, casualties, and its nature with migration records, creating monthly records for 303 sub-districts with GIS-coordinates in four Deep South Provinces between the border of Thailand and Malaysia. This new database contains 8,330 violent cases that resulted in 3,058 deaths and 4,677 injuries. On average, each month, sub-districts that had experienced violence recorded 5.72 net out-migrants while the sub-districts that did not experience violence recorded 5.69 net in-migrants. Using a panel data model with fixed effects, I show that high intensity and certain natures and targets of violence are associated with higher numbers of displacement in different ways. I illustrate this connection with visible trends and correlation in GIS maps. Moreover, it is alarming to observe that the mortality rate of the Thai-Buddhist population is as high as 3 times that of the Thai- Muslim population. Before the surge of violence in 2004, the Thai-Buddhist population comprised a quarter of population in this conflict area, that was once famously called the beacon of pluralism of Asia. This ethnic imbalance in the victimization needs attention from policy makers or it will be too late for the peace-building process to reconcile ethnic tensions that Thailand had previously been able to avoid. JEL classification: D74 N35 R23 Keywords: Conflict, Civil War, Displacement, Thailand, Migration ∗ I am indebted to Prof. Michael Spagat for precious discussions throughout the course of writing this paper. I thank Deep South Watch Research Centre and Dr. Srisimpob Jitpiromsri for the provision of media-based record on violence in Deep South Province in Thailand. Financial support from Royal Holloway is acknowledged. † Teaching Fellow and PhD Candidate Department of Economics, Royal Holloway, University of London; Visiting Fellow Department of Government and IQSS Harvard University, Cambridge MA [email protected]
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alarming to observe that the mortality rate of the Thai-Buddhist population is as high as 3 times that of the Thai- Muslim population. Before the surge of violence. 
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