









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













Rancho Arriba Vision Providing eye & hearing care for the village of Rancho Arriba in the Dominican Republic



Research confirmed that there is a true unmet need for basic eye-care in the rural areas of the Dominican Republic, due to both the inability to afford the care, and a shortage of eye-care facilities and staff.



The Elias Santana Hospital is affiliated with Medical Ministry International (MMI), and the hospital is one of several Permanent Centers that MMI has created around the world.



Through the construction of the Child Development Center the children can work with a tutor to learn, but if a child cannot see the teacher, or to read their books, their development will be hurt. Similarly, if an adult cannot see, it will be harder for them to work and provide for their families.



The Vision statement of MMI is “To care annually for 100 million of the world’s needy by the year 2050.” Their strategy statement is “MMI is committed to meet the needs for medical care among the worlds poor with lasting solutions through excellence in medicine, patient care, and health education. We do this by mobilizing volunteers on one and two-week medical projects and by establishing and equipping permanent medical centers.” The Elias Santana Hospital is a teaching hospital for ophthalmologists, with a focus on serving the poor in Santo Domingo. The hospital also conducts outreach clinics in rural areas.



Rancho Arriba is a very poor, small rural mountain village in the center of the Dominican Republic and most of the people are very poor. Many of the adults work long days in manual labor on coffee plantations.



On my second trip I visited the Elias Santana hospital, and established a relationship for a multi-year initiative where the hospital staff would provide diagnosis clinics in Rancho Arriba, the hospital would perform surgeries on those in need, and together we would partner with a local supplier in Santo Domingo to provide eyeglasses for any Rancho Arriba resident who had need.



The people do not have to pay for electricity, due to it being so unreliable, often it is available for just a few hours a day. Some homes have a low pressure supply of water, but many do not have indoor plumbing or toilets.



In addition, the hospital is providing hearing tests and referrals for those who may have hearing issues (largely due to untreated ear infections).



I was fortunate to be a part of a mission trip through my church, working to build a child development center for the village. Over the course of 3 years a facility has been built that is now being used during the week to provide a meal, tutoring, and a place for the children to gather, instead of being unsupervised on the streets while the parents are working.



Thus was born the idea of the Rancho Arriba Vision, a very targeted project to provide eye and hearing care to this very poor village.



After my first trip to Rancho Arriba, I was looking through my photos from the trip and realized that none of them showed any of the residents of Rancho Arriba with glasses.



As part of my research into the need, and into how to meet the need, I was introduced to the Elias Santana Hospital, which is located in Santo Domingo, the capital city of the Dominican Republic.



As the first step in the relationship with the hospital, in July 2011 the hospital staff traveled the four bumpy hours to Rancho Arriba with their equipment and held a first diagnosis clinic. Due to bad weather conditions and washed out roads, they were only able to see 100 patients, but among that first group they diagnosed needs for 4 surgeries, 20 pairs of prescription or reading glasses, and 19 referrals for further evaluation of hearing issues.



Consider how your gift will be used:



How to support the Vision:



$50 – Pair of glasses



Through your prayers.



$600 – Eye surgery (eg. Cataracts)



Please remember this project in your prayers, as we look to meet this unmet need that will make a permanent difference in lives.



$600 - Hearing Aids or surgery The $50,000 fundraising target will provide the necessary clinics, and an estimated 50 surgeries and 360 pairs of glasses or hearing aids for the residents of Rancho Arriba, and proceed at the pace of the fundraising.



One of the great stories from this first diagnosis clinic was that a child was found with a stone lodged in his ear canal. The doctors were able to remove the stone without surgery, and with that simple step a child’s life has already been improved. But these first 100 patients have just scratched the surface of the needs. More diagnosis clinics are needed, and then the actual care must be provided, eyeglasses, hearing evaluations, hearing aids, and surgeries, both initially and over time. In consultation with the Elias Santana Hospital about the estimated number of patients, and the costs of delivering the needed clinics and care in the most efficient and culturally-sensitive manner, I’ve set a fundraising target of $50,000, and ask for your help in reaching this target.



Please consider making a donation to the project through either Fairview Village Church of the Nazarene (who sponsored the building of the Child Development Center), or through Medical Ministry International (US affiliate of the Elias Santana Hospital). If your employer has a matching gifts program, please check whether your gift may be eligible to be matched, through either Fairview Village Church or through Medical Ministry International. If you would like to know more about the project, Fairview Village Church, the Elias Santana Hospital, or MMI, please contact Bruce Beatty at [email protected] You can also follow the progress and get updates on our blog at http://RanchoArribaVision.blogspot.com



100% of the funds raised will be spent directly on the Rancho Arriba Vision project, providing the necessary costs of providing eyeglasses, hearing aids, surgeries, and the costs of transportation, food, and, lodging for the clinics in Rancho Arriba and the surgeries at the hospital in Santo Domingo.



Please join me in this mission to provide eye and hearing care for the people of this village, who cannot afford the basic healthcare needs that we often take for granted.



Through Fairview Village Church: Payment by check: Fairview Village Church of the Nazarene 3044 W. Germantown Pike Eagleville, PA 19403 (610) 539-3333 Payment on-line by credit card: Go to Fairview Village Church’s website at http://www.fairviewvillagechurch.com/giving and click on the “Online Easy Giving” button, and use the line labeled Rancho Arriba to designate your giving. Through Medical Ministry International: Payment by check: Medical Ministry International PO Box 1339 Allen, TX 75013-0022 (972) 727-5864 Payment on-line by credit card: Go to MMI’s website at http://www.mmint.org/ and near the top, under Ways to Give, click on Donate Now and on Step 3 use the line labeled Other Designation to designate your gift for Rancho Arriba/Elias Santana. Your donation is tax deductible as both the church and MMI are registered 501(c)3 charitable organizations, and your donation will be acknowledged with a receipt.
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