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Victim Services Unit 1250 Academy Park Loop Colorado Springs, CO 80910 P | 719-226-4709 Fax | 719-226-4485 Email: [email protected] Website: https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdoc/victim-services



Victim Notification Program You will be informed of the following: 



Initial facility placement of offender o After the offender is processed through the Denver Reception and Diagnotic Center for assessment and classification – this process can take weeks







Reassignment to other prison facilities o This does not include temporary movement such as court appearances and medical appointments/care. o In rare cases, offenders may be placed in an out-of-state prison facility due to safety and security purposes. If the decision is made to house an offender in another state, you will be notified; however, in accordance with the Federal Interstate Corrections Compact Agreement, the location will not be provided. You will receive continued notifications regarding parole hearings, sentence discharge, and death if applicable during the time the offender is housed out of state. Notification will also be made when the offender is reassigned to Colorado.







Escape from a secure prison facility o and subsequent apprehension







Community Corrections (Halfway House) Referral o You may submit a written victim impact statement to be considered by up to 2 community corrections programs or boards – one primary and one secondary o If you are the victim of offender’s current conviction, you may attend and make an in-person, oral statement if there is a formal board review(s) – please contact our office for arrangments to be made we will not know the exact dates at the time of notification o You will be informed of the results of the referral – either acceptance or denial



*** Please be aware: according to Colorado law, offenders can apply for placement in a halfway house up to 19 months prior to their Parole Eligiblity Date. This is a completely separate process from Parole. *** 



Placement in Community Corrections (Halfway House)







Escape / Walk away from Community Corrections o and subsequent apprehension







Parole Board Hearing Waiver o This means the offender has waived their right to see the Parole Board for the currently scheduled hearing



John W. Hickenlooper, Governor | Rick Raemisch, Executive Director



o



Waiver periods may be just a few months or up to 1 year







Parole Board Hearing o You may submit a written victim impact statement o If you are the victim of the offender’s current conviction, you may attend and make an in-person, oral statement in most cases – your participation is confidential – you may also request a phone call from the Board to make an oral statement o Please call our office for exact date and time – this will not be on your notification letter o Some hearings are held by phone only and you can ask to receive a phone call from the Parole Board to make an oral statement o If the offender is having their first Parole Board Hearing, the date can change based on any earned time awarded monthly and be scheduled sooner o You will be informed of the Parole Board’s decision to grant or deny (defer)







Release to Parole – Mandatary or discretionary o You will be informed of the region the offender will be residing in while on parole o We cannot provide you the offender’s address







Abscond from Parole o Abscond means that the offender’s whereabouts are unknown – we will notify you when a warrant has been issued for their arrest o And subsequent apprehension







Revocation hearings o If the offender is being reviewed by the Parole Board for consideration of return to a prison facility or halfway house as a result of a violation of parole conditions o You will be notified if the offender’s parole is revoked – but not if they are continued on parole







Interstate Compact Parole Request o You may submit a written victim impact statement o This notification means the offender is requesting to serve their parole in another state o Please contact our office if you would like to know which state will be reviewing the request o You will be informed of the decision to accept or deny







Special Needs Parole Application o You may submit a written victim impact statement o If you are the victim of the offender’s current conviction, you may attend and make an in-person, oral statement with the Full Board – the offender is not present for this review o You will be informed of the decision to grant or deny o This notification means the offender is requesting an early release to parole based on a debilitating medical or mental health condition







Early Parole Discharge consideration o You may submit a written victim impact statement o If you are the victim of the offender’s current conviction, you may attend and make an in-person, oral statement with the Full Board – the offender is not present for this review o You will be informed of the decision to grant or deny







Clemency Application
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You may submit a written victim impact statement There is no hearing held that you can attend The Governor may or may not review the application before the end of term in office If a decision to grant or deny is made, you will be notified







Sentence Discharge o We will provide advance notices to you at approximately 90, 60, and 30 days







Death of offender o You will be notified if the offender dies while in DOC custody o We will not be able to tell you how or why the offender died based on privacy laws







For offenders sentenced to the Youthful Offender System (YOS) o Initial Placement at YOS in Pueblo o Offender’s progression to Phase II o And progression to Phase III (Community Supervision) o Time frames for YOS Phases are determined by the length of the offender’s sentence and dictated by Colorado Revised Statute



Other helpful information . . . . Please remember to keep us informed of any changes in your address, email address, and phone contact information to ensure you receive timely notifications. The Victim Services Unit (VSU) retains and Offender Apology Letter Bank. If an offender submits an Apology Letter to VSU, it will not automatically be sent to you. Please call our office at 719-226-4709 if you would like to know if there is a letter on file from the offender in your case. We will only provide it to you upon your personal request. Offenders may be awarded Earned Time each month – typically 10-12 days every month . This can bring the Parole Eligibility Dates much sooner than you would expect. Colorado Revised Statutes also allow for additional Achievement Earned Time that may be awarded upon program completions. Earned Time cannot exceed 30% of the offender’s sentence. Good Time is what is used to calculate an offender’s Parole Eligibility Date according to Colorado Revised Statutes. For most convictions, the offender’s Parole Eligibility starts at 50% of their sentence. For some violent convictions, it starts at 75% of their sentence. You should be aware that with Good Time and Earned Time, some offenders may be transitioned back into the community at less than 35% of their sentence. If you have questions about Restitution – please contact the DOC Restitution Office at 719-269-4039. The Victim Services Unit does not have access to Restitution Information. VOICE (Victims Organized in Correctional Exchange) is a quarterly gathering sponsored by Voices of Victims, Colorado Organization for Victim Assistance (COVA), and DOC to provide victims a casual, personal forum to ask questions and learn more about post-conviction management of offenders. The agenda and guest speakers vary with each meeting. VOICE meetings are held at the Denver Police Department District 3 station at 1625 South University Blvd. Scheduled dates are available on our website at www.colorado.gov/cdoc. Please visit out website for more helpful information and to update your contact information when necessary: https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdoc/victim-services
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