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“But we are not of them who



The BLOG — http://smorganministries.blogspot.com



draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the saving of the soul.”



Hebrews 10:39 (KJV) Volume 2, Issue 10 October 2011



We believe: 1. Sola Scriptura—II Tim. 3:16; Heb. 4:12 2. Solus Christus—I Tim. 2:5-6 3. Sola Gratia—Eph. 1:3-8 4. Sola Fide—Gal. 3:11 5. Soli Deo Gloria—I Cor. 10:31 Amen



THE VICTORY SERIES JESUS WAS NOT NICE (when He was on earth)



I read an article that reminded me about how narrow minded so called "religious" people can be and how totally rebellious Jesus is towards man's religious system. I had a good laugh when I read the article because it highlighted how totally rebellious Jesus was against many of the "institutions" of mankind from the time He was 12 years old. I disagreed with a couple of opinions in the article and pointed them out below. The article began with the title: "Jesus Is Not Nice." Although I reworded it for this I agree, He IS not nice. The article discussed Jesus' disobedience at 12 years old in this way: "Even in his childhood, Jesus signaled that he was about something startling. He was only 12 when he disobeyed his parents, staying behind in Jerusalem to teach in the temple after they had started home. He flouted one of the Ten Commandments—"Honor your father and your mother"— apparently believing that the fifth commandment was not made for man, but man for the fifth commandment. His parents are naturally hurt at his disrespect: "Son, why have you treated us so?" But Jesus just rebukes them for not recognizing his mission (Luke 2:41–49). Jesus was not a good, well-behaved little boy." It went on to say: "He's in Nazareth, his home town. He has an opportunity to win the favor of family and friends, so they can send him off on his ministry with good will. Instead, he picks the occasion to shame them for their parochialism. He notes that God is just as interested in freely sharing his mercy with Gentiles as he is with his chosen people. You know Jesus has touched a raw nerve when his friends and relatives—the people who have a natural deep affection for him—drag him to the edge of town to throw him off a cliff (Luke 4:29)." As I continued reading I could not help chuckling a little to myself. I tried to imagine the outrage that the religious leaders were experiencing when Jesus healed the man with the withered hand. The article continued by saying: "But Jesus is not interested in maintaining a social or religious order that thwarts the dynamic work of God. So he calls the man forward in the middle of the service, in the middle of the day, before God and everybody right on the Sabbath, and heals him. Jesus deliberately provokes. Jesus initiates controversy. Jesus destabilizes the situation." The article went on to say something that should be sobering to us all: "The problem—our temptation to make Christianity a religion of order and safety and niceness— begins with our failure to grasp who Jesus Christ is and how, in the Holy Spirit, he continues to speak and work among us."



The article further said: "For one we can stop pretending God is nice, as if it's his job to make our lives well-adjusted or religious or even spiritual. Jesus did not say he came to give us happiness, only blessedness. He did not promise an easy life, only an abundant one. He doesn't call us to be religious or spiritual, but to love God and love others. We can save ourselves a lot of grief if we recognize that up front. This means at least two things: (1) He's not going to spare us from heartache, suffering, and chaos. (2) He's actually going to bring heartache, suffering, and chaos into our lives sometimes." If the author means that God brings chaos to us by ALLOWING these things to happen, then yes I would agree. But to say that God directly creates an evil situation (in the midst of grace) is completely unbelievable to me. It is just like the jeweler who melts the gold in the melting pot so that he can pour off the dross. The Jeweler uses the fire from the furnace to heat the melting pot that contains the gold. I believe our bodies are the melting pot and our souls the gold polluted with dross. The fire is each and every chaotic circumstance. The article says: "This means at least two things: (1) He's not going to spare us from heartache, suffering, and chaos. (2) He's actually going to bring heartache, suffering, and chaos into our lives sometimes. We hear about the first often, and we've been rightly told that when evil embeds itself in our lives through death or disease or destruction that the truths of the gospel remain: God is still Emmanuel, with us. He is, even in the worst circumstances, taking that worst thing, like he took the death of his Son, and turning it into something redemptive. It's only a matter of time." I must say again, I do not believe God brings these things to us. I believe that He ALLOWS chaos to come to us and guides us through the chaos; He USES chaos to grow us to the next level in our lives. The article continued: "What the particular chaos is designed to do for each of us can be difficult to discern. Many have found that after a moral or personal failure, only then have they been able to be forgiving and patient with others' failings. Sometimes we may never know in this life the redemption that is being worked out in and through our divinely appointed suffering." The article concluded with: "Jesus refuses to be put in a religious box. He's not a nice Savior, whose goal is to make us feel better about ourselves and become well-adjusted, productive members of society. All that is well and good, and it is part of our lot in life. But this is not the mission of Jesus. He's not interested in nice, welladjusted people, but mostly in people who forgive and love." I believe and it is a fact that Forgiveness and Love are two key elements of our Christ-like new life. We must also understand Jesus' actions as being completely anti-world system, selfless, and revolutionary. Look at what He said: “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law.” Matthew 10:34-35(KJV) Satan and his counterfeit model of God's hierarchy and God's redemptive plan are our absolute enemy and this is what Jesus rebels against! This is what we must utterly abhor as well, but, we must demonstrate forgiveness and love towards our fellow human beings in all our rebellious ways. God Bless You,



S. Morgan - ‡ Visit my Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/VictoryInChrist Feel free to Email me at: [email protected] Remember to visit my BLOG: http://smorganministries.blogspot.com Check out my Youtube channel: EPIGNOSIS TV - http://www.youtube.com/user/SMorganEpignosis
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