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News Volunteer Recognition Awards to Long Island's Finest Gerry and Leonard Genovese Honored The Long Island Volunteer Center, in partnership with Fleet Bank, recently hosted an awards breakfast to honor corporate representatives for their contributions in advancing volunteerism on Long Island by sharing their own time and talents outside the office and inspiring others to lend a helping hand. The award recipients were Geraldine and Leonard Genovese, Robert Van Deventer of Interfreight, and Thomas Ferrante of District Council No. 9 Joint Apprentice and Training Fund. The event was held at the Milleridge Inn Carriage House in Jericho.
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Assisting with the presentation of the honors were legendary New York Islander Bobby Nystrom and WALK FM radio personality Bill Edwards. The invocation was given by the God Squad's Msgr. Tom Hartman. Long Island Volunteer Center President and Founder, Joan Imhof, said of award recipients, "These business leaders embody the best ideals of service and exemplify the personal satisfaction one receives by giving back. They most assuredly deserve our praise and our thanks." For more than 20 years, Geraldine and Leonard Genovese have devoted their time, talent, and resources to help St. ChristopherOttilie which provides care for over 4000 children on a daily basis. Executive Director and Co-Founder of the National Emergency Response Team, Robert Van Deventer, is passionate about his group's goal of people helping people get their lives back together again when natural disaster strikes and ensuring skilled response to emergencies of any kind. Thomas Ferrante, the director of apprenticeship and training at District Council No. 9, with
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apprentice painters, painted cottages and buildings at Little Flower Children's Services in Wading River, the Bellport headquarters of the Amalgamated Farm Workers, and a Patchogue soup kitchen and homeless shelter. Created in 1993 to improve the quality of life of all Long Islanders, the Volunteer Center is a nonprofit organization that encourages people to engage in service to their communities and bring that spirit into the workplace. It also establishes collaborations for community outreach initiatives between business, academia, and nonprofit organizations, as well as develops employee volunteer programs and trainings for nonprofit organization leaders. A "Director of Community Resources and Volunteer Opportunities" was recently updated as a guide to the great variety of agencies which serve the many needs and issues of Long Islanders and the volunteer positions available (suggested donation $25). To learn more about the Long Island Volunteer Center, call 294-LIVC (5482).
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