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Wallace Wildcat News Wallace Elementary School, 1100 Willow Avenue, Hoboken, NJ 07030 Volume 1, Issue 1



November 2017



From The Desk Of Principal Shannon



Upcoming Wallace PTO Meeting Dates 2017-2018



Welcome to the first edition of our quarterly newsletter. I am excited to take this opportunity and give you a glimpse inside our school, showing you some of the wonderful things we did during the first marking period. I would like to take a moment and thank Mrs. Taglieri for coordinating this publication. Let me now give you a rundown of what we have featured for you.



All Wallace PTO Meetings are held on Tuesdays starting at 8:45 AM Wed Dec 13, 2017 Wed Jan 10, 2018 Wed Feb 14, 2018 Wed Mar 14, 2018 Wed Apr 11, 2018 Wed May 9, 2018 Wed Jun 13, 2018



In this issue:



Student Council



2



Students of the Month
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Scenes From Halloween
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Music Department Update
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Scenes From Some 6 Hallway Displays Hispanic Heritage Assembly / Art Classes
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I am very proud of the efforts of all of our students who decided to make a run for a student council position. In our line of work as educators, the end goal is always to care for and nurture children so they may one day assume the responsibilities of being capable and productive citizens. Our new student council, who you can read about on page 2, embodies this mission. Job well done by all who attained a position. Every month, Mr. Bartlett takes a morning to honor outstanding young scholars at the Student of the Month Breakfast. On page 3, please take the time to read about Ms. Madeleine Gallagher and Mr. Jake Ellis, our September and October Students of the Month, respectively. There are also some great photos of all of our grade level winners. As always, I challenge all of our students to earn this honor at some point during their time with us here at Wallace School.



Our Halloween traditions are always some of the best moments of the year. This October was no different. Our staff got into the spirit and dressed in costume. We also held the biggest school-wide Halloween Parade in the city. Kindergarten also got in the spirit during their fall festival. Check it out on page 4. Rounding out this issue, the music department gives an update on page 5, we highlight some awesome hallway displays on page 6, and we take a glimpse at some awesome artwork and recap the annual Hispanic Heritage Assembly of page 7. I look forward to sharing more with you at the end of next quarter. If you have any newsworthy items, be sure to pass them along to Mrs. Taglieri. Until next time. —Martin Shannon, Principal



Student Council Elections



Thanks to the efforts of 4th grade teacher Mrs. Inhulsen, our Wallace School Student Council is set! We are beyond proud of all of our elected students-both for executive board and classroom representation. They all put in an enormous amount of effort throughout the campaigning process. A gigantic Wallace School “shout-out” is in order for all of the students who got into the civic spirit and decided to run for office. Over the course of the campaign, student creativity was on display throughout the hallways in the from of clever campaign posters. The highlight of the endeavor was definitely when students took the plunge and got lessons in public speaking by reciting campaign speeches that were broadcast over the school’s public address system. As the newly elected Student Council President, Ms. Kendall McDonough is continuing to use the PA system as she took over morning announcement duties from Ms. Lemberg! With the elections concluded and the positions filled, now the work of making Wallace an even better place to go to school begins. We wish everyone the best of luck during the course of the school year and look forward to helping build your leadership skills. Principal Shannon said, “I am so very proud of our students for getting involved and can’t wait to work with them.”



Class Representatives (in no particular order): Sophia Castiglione, Charles Bird, Helaina Conroy, Victoria Bates, Miles Angley, Thomas Matthew, Camila Torres, Claire Snider, Dakota Cohen , Jayden Serrano, Jayda Guerra, Deanna Villafane, Zoe Magaletta, Michael Ortega, Paz De La Torre, Alexa Bracero, Phoebe Braida, Jayson Jones, Angel Rivera, Alex Mauro



Pictured above from left to right: Treasurer: Lucas Daly President: Kendall McDonough Vice President: Peter Franco Secretary: Leo DeCock



Students of the Month: September The Overall Wallace School Student of the Month is Ms. Madeleine Gallagher, a 3-year-old (almost 4-yearold!) girl in Ms. Looney’s preschool class. Ms. Looney nominated Madeleine for Student of the Month because of her hard work during her math and language arts programs, during circle time, and in her extracurricular activities. Madeleine has the busiest schedule and handles it like a trooper. She has learned to read many words, to count with one to one correspondence, to color, to describe pictures, to describe what’s going on around her, to understand prepositions, and so much more! Additionally, she has become a better communicator and has gained so much strength over the past year. As said best by Principal Shannon – “Whenever I see Maddy, she always puts a smile on my face. She is one of the brightest rays of sunshine we have at our school. I am so tremendously proud of her for earning this honor.”



Madeleine Gallagher - Pre-K, Mary Catherine Hoey - Kindergarten, Molly Lamb - First Grade, Alyssa Lisa - Second Grade . Malyah Aviles - Third Grade, Mariah Dale - Fourth Grade, Annelien Schissler - Fifth Grade, Alex Mauro - Sixth Grade



Students of the Month: October The Overall Wallace School Student of the Month is Jake Ellis, a second grade student in Mrs. Shikman’s class. He was nominated for being an exceptional student and an awesome individual. Jake comes to class prepared and eager to learn every day. He’s actively engaged during daily lessons and collaborates well with his peers. He is respectful towards students and staff at Wallace School. Jake is compassionate, a natural leader, a problem solver, and a peace keeper. Jake’s personal hobbies include skateboarding, playing basketball, and playing football. His favorite basketball team is the Golden State Warriors. Jake loves playing Legos with his brother Judah. Art with Mrs. Fasolino is his favorite subject. Currently, Jake’s favorite song is “Believer” by Imagine Dragons. Jake’s dream is to be a professional basketball player in the NBA. Congratulations to Mr. Jake Ellis, The Wallace Elementary School Student of the Month for October 2017.



Ryan McCray - Pre-K , Chace Mozian - Kindergarten, Emma Henderson - First Grade, Jake Ellis - Second Grade Christian Escamilla - Third Grade, Camilla Torres - Fourth Grade, Samara Bruschi - Fifth Grade, Alexa Bracero Sixth Grade



Kindergarten Fall Harvest Festival Our second annual Kindergarten Fall Harvest Festival was an absolute success. Students participated in various fun activities such as pumpkin picking, pumpkin decorating, face painting, and games. They also had the opportunity to try different fall themed treats. With the music playing and the cameras snapping pictures, it was evident everyone had a blast! We can’t wait to do it again next year. The kindergarten team would like to thank the dedicated parent volunteers and our amazing 6th-grade helpers. The event would not have been such a huge success without your help. Pictured in the photos top left and clockwise: students pose and smile, yummy treats with friends, the 6th grade volunteers “dab”, and two of Ms. Allende’s crew pose on some haystacks.



Tricks or Treats this Halloween? Our annual Halloween activities brought smiles to our students’s face once again. The parade was a huge success as all of our students from Pre-K through Six (and even our friends from Mile Square) were lead by the Hoboken High School Rockin’ Redwings Marching Band. The Wallace School staff joined in the festivities. On the left, the Kindergarten staff chose the theme of the Wizard of Oz. Moving the largest school population in paradestyle is no small feat and would not be possible without a team effort. A huge thanks goes out to our security staff, our custodial staff, and the Traffic Division of the Hoboken Police Department for their assistance making sure our staff and students were safe as they marched. Our awesome staff also incorporated Halloween themes into their lessons. The fourth graders wrote narratives about selling a haunted house and our first graders used math to figure out the weight of pumpkins.



News from the Music Department On Thursday, October 26, 2017, Wallace students in Young Voices, a club in the Passport to Learning After School Program, performed at the Hoboken Family Alliance Open House. The event is a showcase for all of the school in Hoboken and the singers rocked the house while representing the great things happening in Hoboken Public Schools. The students, representing grades 3-6, sang songs by artists like Bruno Mars, Imagine Dragons, and Beyoncé, as well as the smash hit "Waving Through a Window" from Broadway's Dear Evan Hansen. Recently in an after school showcase of their talents, the Young Voices crew performed in our newly renovated music room. The room now is complete with a small stage and risers! At this performance, the Young Voices sang a fantastic version of “Friday I’m In Love” by The Cure, a special request from Vice Principal Bartlett. Kudos to the students for stepping up to his challenge from earlier in the school year! In other music news, the sixth graders at Wallace received a real treat when Broadway and Hollywood actress Allison Strong visited for a special class. The students prepared songs and questions to ask the New Jersey native about her experiences auditioning, studying music, and performing. Additionally, Strong performed for the students and encouraged them to study hard, believe in themselves, and follow their dreams. Pictured below are our sixth graders with Ms. Strong.



Dia de Los Muertos: Day of the Dead Students at Wallace, under the direction of Mrs. Meza, contributed to this Day of the Dead display of pictured below. She incorporated art into her World Language lessons to teach about this cultural tradition. The Day of the Dead display focused on Calaveras, decorative representations of the human skull. Another of her lessons immersed students into the Mexican culture by focusing on La Ofrenda, the offering left to those loved ones who passed away. Their work received may accolades from staff, students, and visitors.



Exploring Ancient Egypt Sixth Grade Students recently explored the ancient civilization and culture of Egypt during Social Studies lessons. In one activity, students recreated a scene from that time period depicting the culture, traditions, customs and beliefs of Ancient Egyptians. The ancient Egyptians believed in the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. This belief was rooted in what they observed each day. For example, the body had to be preserved through mummification and given a properly furnished tomb with everything needed for life in the afterworld. In some of the hallway displays, students recreated scenes of pyramid tombs. They also discussed what types of possessions that would want in their tombs is they were to be mummified!



An Update From the Art Department In Ms. Fasolino’s art class, kindergarten students recently finished their studies on Joan Miro. They studied the whimsical work of Miro and used a fun dice game to choose base symbols and shapes. They then used oil pastel and watercolor to create beautiful paintings. Ms. Fasolino said, “The final works are colorful and so fun! The kids absolutely loved Rolling the big dice and using watercolor wash.” In first grade, students had great success creating cityscapes. Students closely analyzed the shapes they see every day in an urban environment. The students especially loved creating their line and shape cities using the brightest crayons they could find in the bin. Pictured to the right are some of the first grade cityscape creations.



Scenes From The Annual Hispanic Heritage Assembly On November 17th, Wallace held their annual Hispanic Heritage Assembly, featuring songs, dances, and folktales that celebrated the rich traditions of the Hispanic community. Under the direction of Mr. Enrico and Ms. Safko, the Wallace Band and Chorus performed knockout renditions of Wicked's “Defying Gravity”, “Bailando”, “Vivir Mi Vida”, and the National Anthem. Ms. Martinez, Ms. Fernandez, Mr. Fernandez, Mrs. Hoyt, Mrs. Meza, Mrs. Cordero, and Mrs. Frene taught students songs and dances like Pollito Chicken, La Araña Pequenita, De Colores, the tango, and la plena. Additionally, the sixth grade music theatre class performed a musical adaptation of the Cuban Folktale “La Cucarachita Martina.” A gracious “thank you” to all members of the Hispanic Heritage Committee. Pictured below are students (along with Ms. Fernandez) in traditional garb to dance La Plena, as well as some players during “La Cucarachita Martina.”
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