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How Well Do You Know the Structure of the United States Government? 3 Branches of Government: Use the websites provided to complete the notes below. Fill in the diagram with the 3 branches of government and their members.



http://www.usconsulate.org.hk/pas/kids/branches.htm Branches of the US Government



Let’s get personal! Who represents YOU in the Federal Government?



http://www.whitehouse.gov/our-government President:



Senators:



Vice President:



http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm



District 31 Congressman (House of Rep.) Courthttp://www.house.gov/representatives/find/



Chief Justice of the Supreme http://www.supremecourt.gov/about/biographies.aspx



In a nutshell, describe the job of each branch of the government. http://www.usconsulate.org.hk/pas/kids/branches.htm 



Legislative:







Executive:







Judicial:



Let’s get more specific. Fill in the chart with the branch that has each of the following powers: http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/usa_game/government/branches_government.htm



Power Introduces laws Declares laws unconstitutional Signs bills into law Coins money Nominates Supreme Court justices Declares war Vetoes bills Interprets/Makes meaning of laws



Branch of Government (legislative, executive or judicial?)



Serves as commander-in-chief of the army and navy Issues a pardon Overrides a presidential veto Borrows money on behalf of the United States Makes treaties Impeaches/Removes the president



How do we keep the branches from becoming TOO powerful? http://www.socialstudieshelp.com/lesson_13_notes.htm (scroll down)



After reading the information from the links, explain Checks and Balances in your own words. Be sure to use complete sentences.



Fill in the arrows on the chart below to show how each branch checks the others. Be sure to use the checks from the word bank. http://www.socialstudieshelp.com/lesson_13_notes.htm







Can override a veto







Can impeach judges







Appoints federal judges







Approves judges







Can impeach a president







Can declare laws unconstitutional







Can declare executive actions unconstitutional







Can veto legislation







Can call Congress back into session
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