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Revelation Intensive 2015-16 New City Church Week 1 – The Foundation of the End Times: The Harlot and the Bride I.



The Book of Revelation is Primarily Telling the Story of a Wedding A. The Book of Revelation is the story, told in advance (prophecy), of Jesus getting what He prayed for in John 17



1 John 17:20-24 20 "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. 24 "Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. B. Two becoming one is the Biblical definition of marriage 2 Ephesians 5:31-32 "FOR THIS REASON A MAN SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH." 32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. C. Revelation is telling the story of THIS rejoining of God and man…what was broken at the fall. D. The Book of Revelation reveals Jesus. The correct title of the book is the “Revelation of Jesus Christ.” It primarily reveals Jesus as the one worthy (Rev 5) to lead His family. E. Revelation is mostly the story of a wedding, and is organized to show how the wedding plays out: i. Groom = Jesus (chapter 1 – most intentional description of Jesus in scripture) ii. Bride to Be = Church, initially described as the 7 churches of Revelation in Chapters 2 and 3. This is a picture of the 7 “characteristic churches” on the earth right now. They all have value to Jesus, and 5 of them have specific issues to deal with (spots and wrinkles). Two churches, currently under persecution, are found spotless already. (Spotless does not mean sinless perfection, spotless means they are contending for holiness “completely”…they aren’t OK with any area of compromise) iii. The officiate of the wedding = The Father (Revelation Chapter 4) iv. The Wedding “process” is initiated in Chapter 5 v. Chapters 6-18 describe the Great Tribulation (with several angelic explanations) vi. Chapter 19 describes the moment the wedding is ready to be performed, at the end of the trouble: 3 Revelation 19:7-8 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready." (8) And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. II.



A Counterfeit Wedding: Satan’s Plan to Keep Power A. Because the human heart is wired to desire the plans of God, satan must counterfeit certain aspects of God’s plan in order to keep his kingdom. Satan’s stolen kingdom DEPENDS on human participation!



1|Page



Revelation Intensive 2015-16 New City Church Week 1 – The Foundation of the End Times: The Harlot and the Bride B. Because God made the earth for the dominion of mankind, the people of the earth get what they want. Whatever man worships will rule over him: 4 Genesis 1:26-28 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth." 5



Psalms 22:3 But You are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel.



6 Matthew 4:8-11 Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me." 10 Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND HIM ONLY YOU SHALL SERVE.' " 11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him. C. Satan counterfeits God’s plans in order to steal, kill, and destroy 7 John 10:8-10 All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. 8 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. D. Satan has WORKS prepared. Satan is preparing a false bride, to go along with a false trinity. This will essentially create a false wedding consisting of the following actors: i. Satan = False Father ii. Antichrist = False Messiah iii. False Prophet = False Holy Spirit/Witness (False John the Baptist) iv. Harlot Babylon = False Bride E. The harlot, or substitute bride, will look very appealing to the world. In partnership with the antichrist and false prophet, she will offer the world everything the Church is supposed to offer the world: unity, love, service, generosity, healing (healthcare), partnering with her groom to renew the climate of the earth (climate change), clean water, safety, world peace. F. BUT, unlike the Bride, she will do it without complete loyalty to Jesus. This makes her promises UNKEEPABLE.
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Revelation Intensive 2015-16 New City Church Week 1 – The Foundation of the End Times: The Harlot and the Bride G. Because the antichrist and his companion, the harlot, will offer unkeepable promises to the world, as they fall apart, great disunity, hatred, selfishness, greed, murder, witchcraft, famine, death and war will result. 9 Revelation 17:1-6 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and talked with me, saying to me, "Come, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 2 with whom the kings of the earth committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her fornication." 3 So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the filthiness of her fornication. 5 And on her forehead a name was written: MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 6 I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. And when I saw her, I marveled with great amazement. 10 Revelation 6:1-9 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, "Come and see." 2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. 3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, "Come and see." 4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword. 5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, "Come and see." So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine." 7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, "Come and see." 8 So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth. 9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. H. The end time prostitute, or false bride, is directly referred to as BABYLON. I. Babylon is a BELIEF SYSTEM and a LOCATION (like Judaism/Jerusalem) J. Babylon is a direct reference to the rebellion against God that began in Babel (Strong’s H894) in Genesis 11 i. bâ bel, baw-bel, From H1101; confusion; Babel (that is, Babylon), including Babylonia and the Babylonian empire: - Babel, Babylon. ii. Word Origin and History for Babel Expand. capital of Babylon, late 14c., from Hebrew Babhel (Gen. xi), from Akkadian bab-ilu "Gate of God" 11 Genesis 11:1-9 Now the whole earth had one language and one speech. 2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there. 3 Then they said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. 4 And they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth." 5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. 6 And the LORD said, 3|Page



Revelation Intensive 2015-16 New City Church Week 1 – The Foundation of the End Times: The Harlot and the Bride "Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them. 7 Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech." 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased building the city. 9 Therefore its name is called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth; and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth. K. The Babylonian belief system is a lie rooted in the idea that mankind can make the earth righteous BEFORE, or outside of, the execution of God’s plan for true renewal/rejoining. i. Babylon is arrogant delusion that God’s promises can be accomplished by man’s unity, as opposed to God’s promises PRODUCING unity among all those loyal to God. ii. Babylon is the impatient expression of the desire in mankind’s heart to live in Jesus’ global united government iii. This lie is rooted in lawlessness… it is a direct rebellion of God’s order to spread out and subdue the earth in obedience in the dominion of the authority of God at HIS direction. iv. Babylon is an attempted theft of the garden God called VERY GOOD (Genesis 1:31) for His own pleasure. 12 Luke 20:9-17 Then He began to tell the people this parable: "A certain man planted a vineyard, leased it to vinedressers, and went into a far country for a long time. 10 Now at vintage-time he sent a servant to the vinedressers, that they might give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the vinedressers beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 Again he sent another servant; and they beat him also, treated him shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 12 And again he sent a third; and they wounded him also and cast him out. 13 "Then the owner of the vineyard said, 'What shall I do? I will send my beloved son. Probably they will respect him when they see him.' 14 But when the vinedressers saw him, they reasoned among themselves, saying, 'This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours.' 15 So they cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore what will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those vinedressers and give the vineyard to others." And when they heard it they said, "Certainly not!" 17 Then He looked at them and said, "What then is this that is written: 'THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED HAS BECOME THE CHIEF CORNERSTONE' ? v.



III.



This theft is a LIE which JUDGES itself. There is vineyard, no life in the garden, without God. Jesus is the light of mankind (John 1:3-4). The Book of Revelation tells the story of the harlot getting what she wants, which results in her own death and the death of those blindly “in” her value system.



A Pure and Spotless Bride – The Other side of the Promise A. Because God gave dominion of the earth to mankind, everyone will get the earthly RULER and the God/gods they desire. God, in His mercy, gives people over to their desire SLOWLY, so they can repent.



13 Ezekiel 7:26-27 Disaster will come upon disaster, And rumor will be upon rumor. Then they will seek a vision from a prophet; But the law will perish from the priest, And counsel from the elders. 27 'The king will
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Revelation Intensive 2015-16 New City Church Week 1 – The Foundation of the End Times: The Harlot and the Bride mourn, The prince will be clothed with desolation, And the hands of the common people will tremble. I will do to them according to their way, And according to what they deserve I will judge them; Then they shall know that I am the LORD!' " A. God told Daniel this would result from God “unpausing” what was paused in Genesis 11, and would culminate in the worst hour earth had ever witnessed: 14 Daniel 12:1-4 "At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands watch over the sons of your people; And there shall be a time of trouble, Such as never was since there was a nation, Even to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, Every one who is found written in the book. 2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life, Some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn many to righteousness Like the stars forever and ever. 4 "But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall increase." B.



Those who want to be ready for Jesus, who LOVE truth, who want to subdue the earth in the NAME OF JESUS will get what they want to the DEGREE they DESIRE it. C. Worship is the highest expression of desire, and the shaking of the nations that will happen as the antichrist and harlot get what they want will ALSO increase the true desire of those who WANT patient loyalty to Jesus ABOVE impatient loyalty to man: 15 Haggai 2:7-9 and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this temple with glory,' says the LORD of hosts. 8 'The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,' says the LORD of hosts. 9 'The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,' says the LORD of hosts. 'And in this place I will give peace,' says the LORD of hosts." D. The first members of the Bride, (Peter, Paul, John, etc.) loved the trouble that came with standing for the ONE WORTHY desire (tribulation), because it CHANGED their desire of their heart and made them ready for Jesus’ return: 16 Romans 5:3-5 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. E. Not only will the Bride “emerge” from the process of the earth being given over to its desire, the Bride will ACTUALLY get and distribute to others, everything the harlot and the antichrist promise, because she will be growing in the only relationship that brings life and provision, even though the world is threatening death and lack to those loyal to Jesus: 17 Psalms 27:3-6 Though an army may encamp against me, My heart shall not fear; Though war may rise against me, In this I will be confident. 4 One thing I have desired of the LORD, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD All the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the LORD, And to inquire in His temple. 5 For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; In the secret place of His tabernacle He shall
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Revelation Intensive 2015-16 New City Church Week 1 – The Foundation of the End Times: The Harlot and the Bride hide me; He shall set me high upon a rock. 6 And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me; Therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the LORD. 18 Psalms 37:1-7 A Psalm of David. Do not fret because of evildoers, Nor be envious of the workers of iniquity. 2 For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, And wither as the green herb. 3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness. 4 Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart. 5 Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass. 6 He shall bring forth your righteousness as the light, And your justice as the noonday. 7 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, Because of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass. F. The Bride will emerge and unite as, individually, God’s people will set their hearts to confront everything that distracts her or hinders them from completely DESIRING God. This is called “sanctification.” G. This is what Jesus prayed for where we began, in John 17: 19 John 17:9-20 "I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. 10 And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. 12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. 20 "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me. 24 "Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. H. John PROMISED that to be one with Him required tribulation and patience all because of the kingdom coming! 20 Revelation 1:9 I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. I.
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For the next 24 weeks, we are going to be exploring how the Book of Revelation is the story of EVERYONE getting what they desire, and out of that process, the government of the earth completely changing forever…
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