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The Weekly Word – 9/11-15 Creative Technologies Academy – making a difference in the things that matter. . . Our Mission Creative Technologies Academy is a K-12 community of learners committed to changing our world by developing students in character, scholarship, and leadership.



Quote of the week: “Knowledge will give you power, but character respect” – Bruce Lee



Character Trait of the Month: RESPECT SATURDAY, SEPT. 9 



XC Hill & Bale Invitational: Fremont Middle School



MONDAY, SEPT. 11 







MAP/NWEA Testing o 8:45-9:45 a.m. – 1s Grade Reading o 9:50-10:50 a.m. – 6th Grade Reading o 11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. – 8th Grade Reading XC Practice @3:15 p.m.



TUESDAY, SEPT. 12    



MAP/NWEA Testing o 8:45-9:45 a.m. – 5th Grade Reading o 9:50-10:50 a.m. – 7th Grade Reading Picture Day: Picture packets have been sent home with students. If you need an additional packet, please see Mrs. Atkins in Student Services. HS Math Help: 2:45-3:45 in Mrs. Cone’s room. XC Practice @3:15 p.m.



WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 13  



 



MAP/NWEA Testing o 8:45-9:45 a.m. – 2nd Grade Reading o 11-11:45 a.m. – Kindergarten Reading Character Day at CTA: We are excited to participate in the annual Character Day! Last year there were over 93,000 Character Day events in 124 countries and all 50 states. Character Day is a free day and global initiative where school districts, individual classrooms, companies, organizations, and families -- groups of all sizes -- screen films (from the Character website) on the science of character development from different perspectives and dive into printed discussion materials catered to different ages. We will be discussing the importance of developing character strengths (resilience, grit, empathy, courage, kindness) --all rooted in evidence-based research. Mobile Dentist: Forms have been sent home with EL students. If an older student needs a form, please see Mrs. Atkins in Student Services. XC Practice @3:15 p.m.



THURSDAY, SEPT. 14   



MAP/NWEA Testing o 8:45-9:45 a.m. – 3rd Grade Reading o 10:20-11:20 a.m. – 4th Grade Reading Lightning Bugs (Formerly Girl Talk): 2:45-3:45 p.m. in Ms. Liscombe’s room. XC Practice @3:15 p.m.



FRIDAY, SEPT. 15  



*EARLY RELEASE today: Grades 6-12@12:45 p.m. & K-5 @1:00 p.m. The Charger Kid’s Club is available on early release days from 1–6:00 p.m. for $9 per child; call Student Services @696-4905 x227 if interested. XC MSU Spartan Invitational: Forest Akers Golf Course in East Lansing. Bus leaves at 1:30 p.m. and returns at 7:30 p.m.



GRADES K-8 – TESTING INFORMATION FOR PARENTS Parents/Guardians: During the month of September, your child will take tests called Measures of Academic Progress® (MAP®). We give students MAP tests to determine your child’s instructional level and to measure academic growth throughout the school year, and from year to year in the areas of math and reading (K-8). Your child will take the tests on a computer. We are truly excited to begin a new era that focuses on every child’s individual growth and achievement. Partnering to help all kids learn, parents and teachers can have a profound positive effect on the lives of our children.



Tips for Parents - Ways to help your child prepare for testing     



Meet with your child’s teacher as often as needed to discuss his or her progress. Ask the teacher to suggest activities for you and your child to do at home to help prepare for tests and improve your child’s understanding of schoolwork. Parents and teachers working together benefits students. Provide a quiet, comfortable place for studying at home. Make sure that your child is well rested on school days and especially the day of a test. Children who are tired are less able to pay attention in class or to handle the demands of a test. Be sure to fuel up with breakfast on test day. A healthy body leads to a healthy, active mind. Provide books and magazines for your child to read at home. By reading new materials, a child learns new words that might appear on a test. Ask your child’s school about a suggested outside reading list or get suggestions from the public library.



If you have any questions about the testing, please contact Autumn Mattson at [email protected] or Jennifer Colin at [email protected].



STUDENT ANNOUNCEMENTS      



Red Flannel Festival Prince & Princess: Kindergarten students are invited to participate in the Red Flannel Festival Prince & Princess contest. Registration is THIS SATURDAY, Sept. 9th, from 9:00am - 12:00pm at the Red Flannel Festival Office located at 18 S. Main St., Cedar Springs. Please see the attached flier for more details. Harvest Festival: Grades K-8 are invited to the CTA Cafeteria on Friday, Oct. 13 to enjoy games, face painting and candy. There will also be a photo booth! This is a FREE event! See attached flier for more details. High School Halloween Dance: Friday, Oct. 13 in the CTA Cafeteria from 7-10:00 p.m. Cost is $5 in advance or $6 at the door – get your tickets before or after school from Mrs. Rose or Cortney Aspinall. See attached flier for more details! BULLDOG DAY! Attention, Juniors and Seniors! We will be taking a bus trip to Ferris State University to visit their campus and eat lunch--all for FREE! FSU is providing the transportation on their Bulldog Bus! This is a great opportunity to get a first-hand look at college life. More details and sign-up will be coming soon! Off-Campus Lunch Permission Form: 10th, 11th and 12th grade students have the privilege of leaving campus for lunch. This privilege is reserved for students who have a permission form on file and are passing all classes. Students can pick up a form from Student Services or print the attached form. Forms must be returned to Student Services. PE Reminder: Mrs. Perry would like to remind elementary kids to bring gym shoes for PE days. If there is any physical reason they cannot participate in PE, a parent needs to notify their teacher or Mrs. Perry at [email protected].



GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  











Traffic Control Volunteers Needed: If you would like to help keep our students safe and assist with traffic control in either the morning or afternoon, please contact Dan Clark at 616-263-7172. Host an International Exchange Student: Spread global awareness and understanding by hosting an International Exchange Student. ECEP is seeking host families for students attending Creative Technologies Academy. Available students include: o 15-year old female from Vietnam (enjoys cooking, photography, reading, swimming and dancing) o 18-year old male from China (enjoys softball, going to the movies, music, watching sports and basketball) o 16-year old male from Vietnam (enjoys soccer, swimming, martial arts and going to the movies) o 17-year old female from Vietnam (enjoys basketball, music, camping and watching science videos) Charger Kid’s Club: CTA has an exciting after-school program where students in Kindergarten through 6th grade can enjoy supervised homework time, arts and crafts, team building games and much more. Chargers Kid’s Club runs Monday through Friday from 3 – 6:00 p.m. The fee is $6 per day per child to attend and must be scheduled and paid monthly. Family discounts are available. The program is also available on early release days from 1 – 6 p.m. for $9 per child. Before School Care is available in the auditorium Monday-Friday from 6:30-8:00 a.m. and is free of charge, but must be scheduled monthly. If you would like more information about the Charger Kid’s Club or are ready to join in on the adventures, you can contact the Chargers Kid’s Club leader, Sherry Fisk at [email protected] or call CTA at 616-696-4905. En Gedi Youth Center Offers After-School Program for 6-8th grade students: This program is FREE to middle school students! It is located at Red Hawk Elementary and is open until 5:15 p.m. Check out this video to see what En Gedi is all about! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zE-YBrrcBLA&feature=youtu.be You can also view their website at https://engediyouthcenter.com/ and their FB page at https://www.facebook.com/engediyouthcenter. Contact Craig T. Owens (616) 667-7773 with any questions or to arrange a tour. An application is required for enrollment in the program.



FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT 



CTA Fall Play: There is still time to sign up to audition for CTA's fall play, "Twain's Tales". If you are in 9th-12th grade and are interested in being in the play, please sign up for an audition time on Mr. Holtrop's door. Auditions are Monday, September 11th and Tuesday, September 12th from 3:15-5:15 pm. Each person who auditions will only need to be there for the 5-7-minute slot he/she signs up for. Anyone who is auditioning needs to prepare a memorized 1-2-minute monologue. This can be from a play or one from the internet. Please pick a memorized piece that shows off your acting ability. Callbacks will be Wednesday, Sept. 13 from 3:15-5:15 p.m.



FROM STUDENT SERVICES   



Tardy Sign-In Policy: If your child is late, a parent/guardian MUST bring them to the office to sign them in and get a late pass. MS and HS need a pass after 7:45 a.m. and Elementary needs a pass after 8:00 a.m. Building doors are locked at the times noted and students cannot go directly to their classroom door. Medicine - Parents can drop off any meds to student services to give to their child during the school day. You will need to fill out a form – see Mrs. Atkins in Student Services. Absence/Tardy - Please call student services @696-4905 Ext 227 if your child is going to be absent or late to school. For your convenience, you may leave a message at any time before or after school hours.



COUNSELOR’S CORNER 



Visit Mrs. Dille’s blog at ctascounselorcorner.blogspot.com to find information on scheduling, scholarships, etc.



REMINDERS 



Parent Portal o Want to access your student’s grades and attendance information online? Email Sara Middlebrook at [email protected] to request an activation code. o Forgot your password? Email Sara – [email protected]



o







Is your contact information current? You can check this by clicking on HOUSEHOLD INFORMATION, and FAMILY MEMBERS. To change, just click the UPDATE button, enter the information, and click on SEND UPDATE. This sends a message to Mrs. Atkins so she can update your records in Infinite Campus. Please save Box Tops for CTA Parent Association



DATES TO REMEMBER    



9/21 9/28 9/29 10/13



Lightning Bugs Lightning Bugs Early Release Day Early Release Day
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