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Introduction In accordance with Article 17 of the Cotonou Agreement and Article 6 of the Rules of Procedure of the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly (JPA), Members of the Assembly from the Caribbean Region of the ACP Group and their European Parliament counterparts held a regional meeting in Abuja, Nigeria from 17 to 19 July 2013. Members expressed gratitude to the Government and House of Representatives of Nigeria for hosting the meeting and the facilities put in place for the success of the meeting. Their discussions focused on the following subjects: State of Play of EPA Negotiations Members were informed of the state of play of the EPA negotiations in the region and in this regard, expressed concern at the divergent views from the EU and the West African negotiators on the level of market opening; financing of the EPA Development Programme (EPADP); tariffs dismantling calendar, adjustments costs: the Most Favored Nation clause; and the impact of EU agricultural subsidies on West African agriculture and the Rules of Origin. With Ghana and Cote d'Ivoire having signed interim agreements, the existing different trade regimes in the region could affect on-going integration efforts. For this reason, Members emphasized the need to conclude the negotiations with the West African region as one entity, rather than bilaterally with individual countries. Members stated that the specificities of the region, in particular the political and economic challenges faced by a number of countries, needed to be taken into account. Although there has been some progress in the negotiations, Members were of the view that, with political goodwill on both sides, these issues could be amicably resolved. Members acknowledged the need to protect infant and sensitive industries, and took note of the assurances from the Commission that this provision is part of the EPAs negotiations and that EPAs should not be viewed as a threat to industrialization and agriculture. Misunderstandings and misconceptions over EPAs were highlighted as some of the main obstacles for the conclusion of the negotiations. Therefore negotiations must be conducted in a more transparent and participatory manner. Raising awareness among stake-holders at national and regional levels, including parliamentarians and Non-State Actors, must be addressed.



Energy resources and development Members noted that West Africa has great potential in the energy sector. Unfortunately, it was also recognised that up to 70% of its population do not have access to energy to meet their basic daily needs. Therefore, Members called on the respective governments of West Africa to develop effective energy policies and legal frameworks that would attract public-private partnerships. Members also underlined the urgent need for energy infrastructure and see the EU as an important partner in this respect. 2



Moreover, Members agreed that that 'Energy for All' should be considered one of the global development goals in the post-2015 agenda. This should also take into account renewable sources of energy for sustainable development. With particular regard to the Nigerian oil industry, Members stressed the need to ensure that the revenues generated from the extractive industry are distributed transparently and equitably through the national budget in order to contribute to sustainable development and poverty reduction. Members also expressed concern at the high rates of oil thefts, wastage and illegal bunkering which lead to substantial revenue losses and environmental degradation. Members called on the Nigerian government to put in place appropriate mechanisms and measures to fight against this organized crime.



Impact of climate change and desertification on agriculture and food security Members recognized the universal challenge that climate change poses for developed and developing countries alike and the urgency for global collective action to address this problem. In the context of West Africa, climate change causes desertification, rural exodus, rising sea levels and an increase in natural disasters. The overall impact has been devastating in terms of livelihoods and human development. Members expressed concerns on the impact of climate change on agriculture and food security notably due to extreme weather variations. Loss of livelihoods and declining ecosystems could on their part create conditions for the emergence of social and political extremism such as terrorism and insurgencies. Members urged developed countries to make additional efforts to assist developing countries in their climate change mitigation efforts through appropriate funding and transfer of knowledge and technology. African countries were reminded of the environmental dangers associated with the adoption of certain models of agricultural and industrial production systems. Members stressed the need to implement commitments made in international conventions and stressed that it was up to each country to formulate appropriate policies at local level.



Demographic policies and youth unemployment Members noted the demographic challenges faced by some countries in the region arising, amongst others, from high fertility rates and rising youth unemployment. Appropriate policies to equip the youths with proper education, skills and opportunities could transform these challenges into opportunities and advantages. Otherwise, the demographic explosion is likely to worsen current social and economic challenges. With a large number of youths engaged in informal economic activities, the challenge is to further increase their productivity in view of the limited opportunities in the formal labour market. The link between poverty, lack of education and access to affordable health services as well as high fertility levels was recognized. Members called for increased investment in maternal and child health programmes in order to reduce child and maternal mortality. Further, Members called for the application of the principle of gender equality in educational and 3



health policies as well as for economic opportunities for rural populations in order to avoid urban drift. Members also called for effective policies to address demographic challenges whilst taking into account diverse cultural traditions. Members agreed that a drive towards the eradication of illiteracy is paramount to solving social and economic problems. They underlined the importance of an education system geared towards the provision of the right skills and qualifications required by the market and industry alike. Therefore it is of utmost importance that there is a match between what the education system offers and the requirements of the job market. The importance of encouraging entrepreneurship and self-employment and the access to affordable finance was also mentioned as a solution to solve youth unemployment. Members highlighted the importance of genuine democracy, good governance and rule of law for economic growth and job creation, especially for young people. They noted that lack of employment opportunities for young people can contribute to social and political instability.



Challenges and opportunities for the fishing industry Members noted that most of the commercial fishery stocks are nearly over exploited. Illegal Unregulated and Underreported (IUU) fishing, poor statistics on stocks, inefficiencies in sanitary controls, lack of cooperation and coordination as well as security threats are major challenges for the fishing industry in the region. Despite the above challenges, there are still opportunities due to the considerable biodiversity in the waters in West Africa, the region's proximity to the markets of Europe and the comparative advantages of some of the ports such as Dakar, Abdijan or Tema. In order to exploit these opportunities, Members stressed the need to improve and increase storage capacities, modernize ageing fleets and enhance maritime security. In addition to contributing to employment, fisheries, including inland fisheries, should also be considered as part of food and nutrition security policies.



The fight against terrorism and piracy Members expressed concern about the extent of terrorism, piracy and drug trafficking in the region and in Nigeria in particular. It was noted that the menace of terrorism was linked to the general state of insecurity in the Sahelo-Saharian region, where there is now a large proliferation of weapons following the fall of the Gaddafi regime in Libya. Members welcomed the comprehensive approach adopted by the Nigerian authorities to fight terrorist activities perpetrated by Boko Haram, which includes an appropriate legal framework, military operations, dialogue and inter-agency cooperation among the security forces. However, Members underlined the importance of addressing the root causes of terrorism, which can be attributed, among others, to poverty, youth unemployment and high income disparities. Given the transnational nature of terrorism threats, and the link between Boko Haram and extremist groups in other countries, Members called for strengthened bilateral and multilateral cooperation in the region and with the wider international community, which must now anticipate problems before they escalate.
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Concern was expressed about the economic, political and security dimensions of piracy in the Gulf of Guinea, and the threats posed to oil shipments and maritime trade. In this regard, Members acknowledged the maritime security initiatives of ECOWAS Commission, the Economic Commission of Central African States (ECCAS) and the Gulf of Guinea Commission. Members regretted the tendency of the international community to respond late to such threats, usually only when their own interests were threatened. The international community was therefore urged to support these regional processes with a view to achieving common maritime security architecture for the entire Gulf of Guinea region. Members also highlighted the growing threat of oil theft and illegal oil bunkering in the ACP states, particularly in Nigeria. They stressed the implications of this threat on global supplies, safety, environment and governance. Members expressed the need to establish a traceability system of oil in order to prevent its diversion. They also called for international cooperation to fight against the criminal activities of oil companies and foreign vessels involved



The attainment of the MDGs in the area of Gender and the empowerment of women Members recognized the crosscutting importance of gender in all countries of the region. Although some progress has been achieved in this area, poverty and lack of economic opportunities that still militate against the attainment of the MDGs relating to gender and women empowerment. Members emphasized that in order to overcome the challenges in this domain, there is need to reinforce targeted measures such as education and training, economic and political empowerment of women, elimination of all types of violence against women and national strategies to take into account the principle of gender equality in all political decision-making spheres. Members expressed support for affirmative action programmes and gender quotas to support the advancement of women. The role of women in conflict resolution and in the economic and social development of ACP countries was highlighted. In this regard, the creation of an ACP-EU network of women, associated to a gender parity observatory, in the framework of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly, was proposed as one of the means to effectively contribute to the attainment of gender parity and women empowerment. Members called on the UN to include gender parity and the fight of violence against women as a specific goal in the post-2015 development agenda.



*** Members called on the Co-Presidents to present the conclusions of the regional meeting to the next Bureau meeting to the 26th session of the Joint Parliamentary Assembly to be held in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) in November 2013, and to forward them to the ACP Parliamentary Assembly, the European Parliament, the European Commission, the ECOWAS Commission, the West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA), the ACP Group of States, the Governments and National Parliaments of the West African region of the ACP Group of States and to the EU Member States.
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