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of Portage County



Changing lives for the beer, forever. Winter 2018 Newsleer January is National Mentoring Month In celebration of National Mentoring Month, we are launching the 100 Acts of Kindness challenge. It won’t be easy meeting the challenge but it is worth trying! We consistently have between 80-100 children waiting to be matched with a Big Brother or Big Sister. The only way for them to get matched is by getting help from the community and there are many ways community members can help: •



•



•



•



•



• •



•



Become a Big Brother or Big Sister mentor Arrange for us to speak where you work, or your civic/social group Contact us for brochures to put in your work lunchroom Display our poster in your local business Support our current volunteers by donating gift cards they can use with their Littles Add your business to our discount list for matches Make a monetary donation to the program. You can direct it to match activities, volunteer screening or any other category you choose Tell us how you want to help!



Want to hear what our local Bigs and Littles have to say? Each day in January our Facebook page will have quotes from our matches. We will be at the NEOMED Community Service Fair on Wednesday, January10, 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Stop by and talk about the program. Like to eat? On Jan. 23, support us by having dinner at Chipotle in Brimfield and we will receive 50% of the profits from your purchase (See attached flyer).



You might be asking why you should participate in this challenge. The answer is because mentoring works. It works for the youth who are being mentored. It works for their families. It works for the community. National studies have shown that youth who are matched in the BBBS program are less likely to begin using illegal substances & less likely to skip school; they have better relationships with peers & family. Children who stay in school, stay away from illegal substances and have better relationship skills are more likely, as adults, to be employed, responsible members of our community. Please help us reach our goal - 100 Acts of Kindness in January! You can volunteer, donate or advocate. Choose something from our list or tell us what you want to do. We are looking for 100 new acts of kindness in one month! We will keep you updated! January 2018 Mentoring Month Goal 100 Acts of Kindness!



Help us fill the box! 100 stars for 100 Acts of Kindness



Volunteer Appreciation and Holiday Bowling Party Our annual celebration was held on December 3rd, at Kent Lanes. As usual, Jim Palmer and his staff made us feel welcome and made sure everything we needed was available. Matches bowled and enjoyed pizza and later, cake! They could visit with Dollar, the Chemical Bank mascot, or get their photos taken with their choice of props. Attending Big Brothers and Big Sisters were recognized. BB Caleb Heller, matched to LB Dana since September 2011, was the most senior Big attending and our newest volunteer in attendance was BB Jarrett Mescher, matched to LB Aiden for three days! All matches received gift cards from the employees at OEM/Miller and candy bags thanks to Walmart and Giant Eagle. It was a fun time for everyone and a chance to thank all of our amazing volunteers for what they do all year long for their Little Brothers and Little Sisters! Our sponsors made the event possible! Sending out a big “”THANK YOU” to: American Legion Post 331 Hometown Bank Paul Huchok PARTA Penney’s Auto Body Ron Kilchenman Tim Patrick Ravenna American Legion Auxiliary Rick Kuntz Trucking



Thank you to… •



• • • •



Tim Patrick, Tickets For Kids, Kent State University Theatre and Orchestra and The Akron Civic Theatre for donating tickets for our matches Kent Huffman for donating gift cards for our matches Wendy’s in Ravenna for hosting our Dine to Donate Ravenna United Fund for a $1000 donation $6000 donation from an anonymous



Welcome New Matches! LS Romie / BS Jessica Campbell LS Angellina / BS Samantha Kenney LS Talia / BS Raquel Wingard LS EnLu / BS Cameron Hefner LB Michael / BS Chelsey Lallathin LS Lacy / BS Kim Hager LS Savannah / BS Rachael Welch LB Aiden / BB Jarrett Mescher Match Anniversaries February LB Anthony / BB Konnor Hummel - 3 years LS Grace / BS Darlene White - 2 years LB Joel / BB Eric Burt - 1 year March LS Mari / BS Karen Downie - 2 years LS Gia / BS Kali Sebastian - 1 year Match Activity Update We had a quite a variety of activities this fall! In October matches were challenged by the corn maze at the Dussel Farm, Brimfield. In November matches attended the play “Anne Frank” at Playhouse Square in Cleveland. It was an educational and inspiring event for those attending. Coming this winter, we already have free tickets to two events at the Akron Civic Theatre; Deanna has planned activities at Ohio Ceramics, KSU Fashion Museum and KSU Ice Arena as well as some informational workshops. So Bigs - watch your email for more information!



Please support BB&S of Portage County on January 23rd!



Fine print: Online orders will not be included in the fundraiser total. To ensure your purchase is counted in the fundraiser, be sure to order and pay in -restaurant. Gift card purchases during the fundraisers do not count towards total donated sales, but purchases made with an existing gift card will count.



A program of Family & Community Services
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