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World Health Organisation



by Harald Lang and Markus Huber



General informations • Specialized agency of the United Nations (UN) that acts as a coordinating authority on international public health • Established in 1948 • Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland • Membership: 193 member states • Director-General Dr. Margaret Chan



The Mission The WHO's constitution states that its objective "is the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health."



Major tasks • Combat disease – especially key infection diseases like HIV/AIDS, malaria, SARS



• Promote the general health of the people of the world. • Collect and publish statistical data.



What parts of the world does WHO concentrate on? WHO operates worldwide and helps in any crisis situations



more then 8000 public health experts over the world work for WHO in 147 country offices and 6 regional offices



Additional activities • Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger • Reduce child mortality (third world) • WHO experts produce health guidelines and standards, and help countries to address public health issues. • WHO also supports and promotes health research • for instance, whether the electromagnetic field surrounding cell phones has a negative influence on health



• Preparation for outbreaks of all kinds



How to get involved • Employment* – Professional Staff (Health experts, economists,….) • Advanced University degree required



– General Service Staff (Non Health-related: finance, human resources, general administration) • Candidates are required to have graduated from secondary school



• Alternative – Civil Society Initiative (cooperations with nongovernmental organisations) *no smokers !



Funding The WHO is financed by contributions from • the member states • donors • and partnerships with non-governmental organizations • and the pharmaceutical industry.



Tsunami in South-East-Asia



Controversies – The Relation and agreements between the WHO and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) – Consequences of the Chernobyl cathastrophe are played down



Dr. Michel Fernex, Wladimir Tchertkoff, and Dr. Christopher Busby, on June 27, 2007, in front of the WHO building in Geneva



Questions



Thank you for your attention
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Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger. â€¢ Reduce child mortality (third world). â€¢ WHO experts produce health guidelines and standards, and help countries to address public health issues. â€¢ WHO also supports and promotes health research. â€¢ for instance, whether the electromagnetic field surrounding cell phones has. 
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