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Preface This is our 11th edition of Yojana Gist and the 2nd edition of Kurukshetra Gist, released for the month of February, 2016. Both the magazines are increasingly finding a place in the questions of both UPSC Prelims and Mains and therefore, we’ve come up with this initiative to equip you with knowledge that’ll help you in your preparation for the CSE. Every Issue deals with a single topic comprehensively sharing views from a wide spectrum ranging from academicians to policy makers to scholars. The magazine is essential to build an in-depth understanding of various socio-economic issues. From the exam point of view, however, not all articles are important. Some go into scholarly depths and others discuss agendas that are not relevant for your preparation. Added to this is the difficulty of going through a large volume of information, facts and analysis to finally extract their essence that may be useful for the exam. We are not discouraging from reading the magazine itself. So, do not take this as a document which you take read, remember and reproduce in the examination. Its only purpose is to equip you with the right understanding. But, if you do not have enough time to go through the magazines, you can rely on the content provided here, for it sums up the most essential points from all the articles. You need not put hours and hours in reading and making its notes in pages. We believe, a smart study, rather than hard study, can improve your preparation levels. Think, learn, practice and keep improving! That is the key to success 
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Yojana & Kurukshetra Gist~IASbaba Digitally Connecting Rural India The government ambitious Digital India plan aims to digitally connect all Indian villages and gram Panchayats by broadband internet, promote e-governance and transform India to a connected knowledge economy. 2,50,000 village Panchayats would be covered under the National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN) which is a part of Digital India plan by December 2016. Even though the plan is truly visionary and commendable; to implement this vision in a country where most of the population resides in rural areas is very challenging. Global case studies have demonstrated how wireless broadband plays a key role in rural society, impacting GDP, productivity and employment. It was observed among Latin American countries that 10 percent increase in broadband penetration resulted in an average increase of 3.19 percent in per capita GDP. Why digitally connecting rural India is important? 



Large mass of India’s population lives in villages and majority of its youth are as young as 25 years of age. To accommodate all the aspirations (socially as well as economically) it is necessary to connect these villages digitally.







Most of them are uneducated; digitally connecting them is a way of empowering village people.







India has laid emphasis on national e-governance plan which aims to transform India into digital empowered society and knowledge economy







To create more job opportunities







In the long run, digitally connecting villages will help in bridging gap between the rich and the poor and everything can be done at the same platform to avail services.



If broad band penetration for villages needs to be successfully implemented, certain conditions need to be met: 



Telecom infrastructure for broadband facilities has to be made available to a critical mass of consumers







A wide range of applications and content relevant for rural consumers must be accessible on mobile devices and operators must provide service packages affordable to the target user
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Telecom infrastructure providers find rural towers quite uneconomic. Government needs to step in to provide support and subsidies for setting up of telecom towers in rural areas.



Way forward 



There is a shortage of telecom towers in rural areas. According to TRAI we need another 60000 telecom towers in order to achieve the goals of Digital India programme and therefore, it is time government steps in to make it a reality.







A well-orchestrated collaboration between the government, policy makers, mobile network operators, telecom infrastructure companies is crucial to the success of this venture.







Government must provide gap funding and other incentives to the industries for expanding in to rural locations; they also need to form a PPP to initiate and manage wireless broadband pilot projects in districts with government provided fibre backhaul (NOFN) aimed at creating smart villages.
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY: INCOME AVENUES TO RURAL FARMERS Digital India envisions empowering citizens with e-access to government services and livelihood related services. This article briefly highlights government and private initiatives and suggests the need for harnessing potential of digital India for agricultural development. ICT has the potential to revolutionize Indian agriculture in terms of raising crop productivity and profitability per unit area and resources. In this regard, government has taken various initiatives in ICT for Agriculture. 1. National optical fibre network which lays out a fibre-optic cable across the country to achieve last mile connectivity and encourage private operators to make services available in hitherto untouched areas. 2. Government has put in three portals to help farmers take informed decisions for efficient farming under varying ago climatic conditions: 



Kisan call centre,







Farmer portal,







mkisan portal



3. Farmer’s portals: This portal aims at serving as one-stop-one-shop for farmers for accessing information on agriculture. It also facilitates linking the location of farmer with the concerned national agricultural research project zone to which he belongs; this helps him to access crop specific technical information. 4. Farmers call centre: This initiative aims at providing farmers toll free information in their local language throughout the country. 5. Under the e-governance program, soil health card software has been standardized and web based software developed to provide integrated nutrition management recommendations using soil test crop response methods for eight states. 6. Strengthening IT apparatus in states (AGRISNET): Under this, computers are provided up to the sub-district level throughout the country and state specific software packages have been developed to disseminate information to farmers. 7. NABARD has also designed agricultural portals for farmers
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Yojana & Kurukshetra Gist~IASbaba 8. Some of the private sector initiative includes E-Choupal and Reuters Market Light Information(RML): a. E-choupal- It connects farmers with markets and allows for a virtual integration of the supply chain improving efficiencies in the traditional system. b. RML- It delivers customized, localised, and personalized agricultural information to farmers from pre-sowing to post-harvest stages including provision of crop prices through SMS on mobile phones in local language.



However the study conducted by Asia-pacific research centre of the Stanford university on ICT initiatives under Agriculture and livelihood in India concluded that usage of ICT was sparse compared to its significant potential and was substantially constrained by factors like low awareness, availability of very few digital programme, etc. Way forward: 



There is a need for coordinated and concerned efforts by all stakeholders to create a national agricultural knowledge repository in digital form.







For successful designing of the digital ecosystem for agriculture, the system design should have all desired features of higher user satisfaction.







A professionally managed ICT platform in PPP mode can bring various pieces of agriculture value chain system together and design solutions with ‘mobile first’ approach and create visible impact.







Regulatory and development authority need to be put in place to ensure farmers participation, to develop need based appropriate digital model, to improve digital literacy, prevention of fake models.
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FARM PRODUCTIVITY THROUGH INFORMATION FLOW India’s farm dependent economy has been trying hard to increase productivity for a long time in an attempt to ensure food security to its huge population. However, farm productivity has more or less stagnated after witnessing green revolution in sixties. But after four decades, the country now requires a second green revolution by emulating certain techniques used in 1960’s and also by augmenting it with ICT. The article deals with reasons for low productivity and how technology can be used to increase productivity.



Reasons for low Agricultural productivity 1. Small land holding size 2. Dependency on erratic monsoon 3. Poor Techniques of Production 4. Inadequate Irrigation Facilities 5. Pressure of Population on Land 6. Lack of Credit and Marketing Facilities 7. Land Tenure System 8. Soil Erosion 9. Fertilizer and Biocides 10. Human Factors a. No ownership b. Poverty c. No insurance facility for crop loss 



Farmers will have to be empowered through ICT so that each and every aspect of training is made available at their door steps for initiating an informed decision.







An integrated approach to bring farming related information, benefitting farmers, is visible with government’s keen focus on soil health cards scheme, monsoon advisories and development of a satellite based insurance model.
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Yojana & Kurukshetra Gist~IASbaba Technological interventions by government to increase productivity: 



Pradhan Mantra Fasal Bima Yojana will have a uniform premium of only 2% to be paid by farmers for all Kharif crops and 1.5% for all Rabi crops. In case of annual commercial and horticultural crops, the premium to be paid by farmers will be only 5%. For the first time, emphasis has been accorded to satellites technology to facilitate accurate assessment and speedy settlement of claims.







Indian farmers are also receiving customized weather based advisories on mobile. Farm ministry runs dedicated weather information based services at various stage of farming.







Farmers awareness programme are run on regular basis through multi-media platforms, most popular being state run radios dedicated programmes on farming in local languages.







To bring stability in price mechanism, an attempt is being made to electronically integrate nearly 250 wholesale markets in the country by Sep 2016. This will offer a common market place by providing a platform for real time prices at a national level for all stakeholders involved in the agricultural supply chain.







The central government has urged states to introduce the e market platform within their territories, so that farmers can sell harvest in any of the connected markets.







The centre has also set aside 1.75 billion rupees for providing software needed for market integration project with each market receiving 3 million rupees.







A “one stop shop” for all farmers to access information on agricultural activities- The portal provides information about package of practices, crop, seed varieties, common pests etc. This portal can be accessed from any part of the country free of cost by the farmers.







Two mobile apps- Crop Insurance and AgriMarketMobile were launched to promote use of information technologies for benefit of farmers. o Crop insurance helps farmers find out details about insurance cover available in their area. This helps to calculate insurance premium for notified crops, coverage amount, and loan amount.
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Yojana & Kurukshetra Gist~IASbaba o AgriMarketMobile can be used by farmers to get market prices of crops in whole sale markets within 50 km radius of the device. Through initiated technological interventions, farmers have been empowered to take informed decisions on various choices on the basis of real time prices so as to trace out in which market they should sell their produce. All these technology based efforts are aimed to provide cushion to farmers against any chance of distress sale in absence of transparent market information.



RURAL ROADS: THE ARTERY OF INDIAN ECONOMY & PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJANA- RURAL UPLIFTMENT CONNECTIVITY Rural connectivity is the nerve centre of our economy. It is imperative for the country where 69 percent of population is rural. The relation between agricultural growth and rural roads are intertwined, it is also the critical component in the socio economic development of rural people as it provides amenities like education, health, marketing etc. While some states are successful at providing cent percent connectivity, some others did not have enough financial resources at their disposal. The article discusses the issue and consequences of connecting rural India.



Agriculture and Rural roads Agriculture is an important sector because 



It contributes nearly 14 percent of our GDP







11 percent of India’s exports







Half of our population relies on agriculture







Source of raw materials for a large number of industries



Accelerating the growth of agriculture not only becomes a necessity but also-a way to increase the income of those dependent on agriculture to ensure inclusiveness. Physical access further plays an important role in realising number of Millennium Development Goals. www.iasbaba.com
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Rural roads and transport are essential for sustaining agricultural development. However, the problems are many 



Many rural Indians still suffer from poor access to markets, health, schooling and high transport costs







About three fourth of the rural roads in the country are in poor conditions and need to be repaired







The lack of adequate rural infrastructure in rural areas has affected food production and distribution drastically



Urgent response to this would be I.



To improve the state of existing rural roads- States need to be proactive in ensuring the existing rural infrastructure is in proper shape.



II.



To construct new rural roads in places where basic infrastructure is desperately needed; that is, to construct rural roads between farms and markets to increase connections between producers and consumers.



Initiatives by government for rural roads: 



A major thrust to development of rural roads was given at the beginning of fifth five year plan in 1974 when it was made a part of minimum needs programme and in 1996, this was merged with basic minimum services programme.







To give a boost to rural connectivity, a rural roads programme known as Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana was launched in Dec 2000. o It is 100 percent centrally funded scheme o It covers all habitations; above 500 population to be provided with all whether roads. In case of hills, deserts, and tribal areas, the threshold is relaxed and covers all habitations above 250.
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Key findings of PMGSY Fillip to agriculture: 



Prior to the construction of the PMGSY roads, farmers found it difficult to sell agricultural goods in the bigger markets that are located at a distance from their villages. However, after the construction of the PMGSY roads, it has resulted in increased and easier movement of farmers and their produce and has thus increased agricultural profit.







Positive impact on the agricultural infrastructure as habitations are now using motorized equipments leading to a more efficient, time saving and profitable process of cultivation.







PMGSY roads have made it easier to transport chemical fertilizers, seeds and pesticides.







Considerable change in cropping pattern was observed in the States of Himachal Pradesh, Mizoram and Tamil Nadu, with a switch from food crops to cash crops.







Change in cropping intensity as a result of increased agricultural trade was observed in case of crops like tomato, cauliflower, amla.



Improvement in income, Poverty alleviation, and Employment generation: 



The roads, directly or indirectly have provided opportunities for on-farm and off farm employments as well as self-employment which led to increase in their average household income.







It has led to an increase in frequency of visits by Government officials. This is likely to result in better implementation of various Government schemes and programs.







An improvement in the employment situation in terms of more job opportunities, more avenues for self-employment, etc. were observed.







On-farm employment opportunities have increased due to shift from grains to cash crops and also multiple cropping particularly in the States of Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh and Mizoram.
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More people are going to nearby towns and villages for odd jobs like selling woods, vegetables, dairy products and locally made items like pickles, papad etc.







Non-farm opportunities like opening of shops, small business, cottage industries has increased in the States of Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram, Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh.







Besides, road connectivity has led to expansion of local industries, which in turn has generated employment opportunities.



Health scenario post PMGSY 



There has been an increase in the visits of grass root level functionaries like health workers/Auxilliary Nurse and Midwives (ANMs), Village Level Workers (VLWs) and Village Anganwadi Worker (VAWs) in the states of Orissa, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal.







There has been an overall improvement in access to the health facilities like PHC's, sub-centres and district hospitals.







Post PMGSY has enabled families to opt for institutional deliveries in hospitals outside the village, Improvement in antenatal and post-natal care thereby decreasing obstetrics emergencies.



Social changes post PMGSY 



Improvement in accessibility to the Banks and improvement of the Post and Telegraph facilities in all the States.







Road connectivity has also enabled a quicker access to police services. This has ensured an improved law and order situation in some areas.







A notable change as observed was that social network of villagers has widened in all the States. Marriage alliance radius has increased substantially.
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Yojana & Kurukshetra Gist~IASbaba Educational improvements post PMGSY 



There has been an improvement in the accessibility to education facilitiesincreased school enrolment and school attendance in all the States







Increase in the number of girls going to schools- confident to send their daughters to schools unescorted; Greater inclination of parents to send boys and girls for higher studies and college education.







Regular attendance of the teachers throughout the year



ENHANCING CONNECTIVITY TO BOOST RURAL TOURISM Why tourism is an important sector for development 



India is a magnum of diverse geography and cultures, offering 30 world heritage sites, 25 bio geographical zones and attractive beaches







India saw 1282 million domestic and 22.57 international tourists in the year 2013-14







Tourism accounts for 6.7 percent of GDP







Third largest foreign exchange earner for the country



Rural tourism 



The basic concept of rural tourism is to benefit the local community through entrepreneurial and employment opportunities, income generation, development of rural crafts, preservation of environment and heritage.







In the recent years, there has been increased realisation that tourism growth potential can be harnessed as a strategy for rural development. With 69 percent population living in 6.5 million villages, India foresees itself as a strong platform for harnessing rural tourism.
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Yojana & Kurukshetra Gist~IASbaba Key government initiatives for promotion of Rural Tourism I.



PRASAD







It is called Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation Drive







Under PRASAD, twelve cities have been identified for development initially, namely: Amritsar, Ajmer, Dwaraka, Mathura, Varanasi, Gaya, Puri, Amaravati, Kanchipuram, Vellankanni, Kedarnath and Guwahati



II.



Swadesh Darshan







Launched: 2014-15







Aims at integrated development of circuits having tourist potential in a planned manner and prioritized manner







Thirteen thematic circuits have been identified, for development under Swadesh Darshan, namely: North-East India Circuit, Buddhist Circuit, Himalayan Circuit, Coastal Circuit, Krishna Circuit, Desert Circuit, Tribal Circuit, Eco Circuit, Wildlife Circuit, Rural Circuit, Spiritual Circuit, Ramayana Circuit and Heritage Circuit.



III. 



Converting islands and light houses in to tourist attractions Ministry of Home Affairs has constituted a subgroup of task force from Ministry of I&B, Environment, Shipping, Archaeological Survey of India, Coastal India Development Council and Indian Coast Guard to provide inputs for identifying islands for holistic development, indicate islands for holistic development, indicate islands with historical places and with tourism potential for holistic development.







As per this 78 light houses have been identified for tourism development of which 44 are mainland light houses and 34 are island light houses.



IV.



Launch of incredible India helpline and a Mobile App Ministry of tourism has launched 24*7 Incredible India helpline to provide valuable information and to guide them during emergencies. The mobile app will assist international and domestic tourists to tourists to access information about recognised tourist service providers.
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Bi-lingual website of Ministry of Tourism: 



It includes all activities and information of all divisions of the ministry of tourism







Craft and culture villages: banking on the rich traditions of art, craft and culture in India’s village and aiming at the sustainable tourism development, 50 villages have been earmarked for tourism promotion. They have been identified based on their core competency in handicrafts, handlooms and culture close to existing destinations and circuits



VI.



E-tourist visa scheme Tourist visa-on-arrival enabled electronic travel authorisation, (ETA) presently known as E-tourist visa scheme was launched on November 2014. This facility is available for 113 countries arriving at 16 airports in India.



VII.



Central financial assistance (CTA) Ministry of tourism operates various schemes through central financial assistance is provided to states for over all development and promotion of tourism.



Challenges of Rural Tourism: 1. LANGUAGE PROBLEMS: Language can be one of the hindrances in rural tourism. Although Hindi is an official language, but in many parts of India people do not understand it. 2. LEGISLATION PROBLEMS: 48% of the respondents have pointed out there can be legal problems. All hotels, motels and cottage having license are paying taxes to the government. According to some respondent, the rural tourism should have a tax holiday or it should be tax free. There could be law and order problem. 3. INSUFFICIENT FINANCIAL SUPPORT: Central government and State government should encourage rural tourism by providing financial support to start the project. Because it will create employment in rural areas, will help in flow of fund from urban to rural as well as help in preventing the migration of people from rural area to urban areas. 4. LACK OF TRAINED MANPOWER: The success of rural tourism totally depends on the quality of service provided to the tourist. The trained people in hotel management www.iasbaba.com



Page 15



Yojana & Kurukshetra Gist~IASbaba may not be interested to go to rural area to work. Therefore, the rural people who will be appointed are required to be trained for discharging their duties, decorating the cottages or suites and maintaining them. 5. UNDERDEVELOPED PEOPLE: Vast majority of the rural populations are uneducated and literate; bounded by the traditional values and customs. But it has been observed that after globalization the rural economy started showing the aspiration to grow, the media is playing an important role in changing the mindset of the rural consumer. 6. LACK OF PROPER PHYSICAL COMMUNICATIONS: The situation of roads has improved after successful implementation of PMGSY, for developing tourism in any rural area, we not only need all-weather roads but we also have arrange safe drinking water, electricity, telephone, safety and security, etc.



Let’s know something about the Preston Curve   



It’s a relationship between development and health Health of nations (Life Expectancy) plotted against wealth of nations (GDP per capita) It says –  Up to a point modest increase in GDP per capita corresponds to sharp increase in life expectancy  After certain point, even large increases in public health expenditure leads to modest increase in life expectancy
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Angus Deaton says 



India is at/near the bend on the Preston Curve Reasons –  Infant mortality & maternal mortality still prevalent  Number of non-communicable diseases are increasing
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Universal Health Coverage Cube



Three Dimensions of UHC – 1) Population Coverage 2) Health Services Coverage 3) Financial Protection Coverage Inner Cube –   



Existing status in the countries A proportion of population has access to health services Only few services are available & not all can afford services cost



Outer Cube –   



Aspirational goals defined by UHC All countries should fill the box Extend quality services with affordable cost
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Malnutrition Malnutrition is the largest single contributor to disease in the world, according to the UN’s Standing Committee on Nutrition (UNSCN)



Impact of Malnutrition 



Malnutrition at an early age leads to reduced physical and mental development during childhood







Under-nutrition is responsible for 45% of child deaths







Mildly under-weight children face twice the risk of death as compared to wellnourished children







Vitamin A deficiency compromises the immune system and leads to death of over 1 million children every year







Iron deficiency causes deaths of 60,000 pregnant women every year







Iron deficiency also weakens maternal body, impairs intrauterine growth and increases risk of maternal and foetal morbidity and mortality







Maternal folate deficiency leads to 250,000 severe birth defects







Iodine deficiency in pregnancy causes mental impairment and lower IQ by 0-15 points



Nutrition Deficiencies throughout the Life Cycle
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Yojana & Kurukshetra Gist~IASbaba Links between Health and Nutrition (Women) 



Growth failure is transmitted across generations through the mother.







Undernourished girls are likely to reach adolescence in disadvantaged physical conditions and this has severe implications on their overall health, particularly during early pregnancies.







Stunted and/or anaemic adolescent mothers have complications during childbirth and postpartum period and give birth to premature and low-weight babies.







Closely spaced pregnancies and repeated childbearing clubbed with heavy physical work, poor diets, discrimination and inadequate health care undermine the nutritional status of many women.







This has serious consequences for both the mother and for the health and nutrition of the next generation.



Messages by India Health Report on Nutrition 



Stunting, wasting and under-weight rates of India’s children has declined, but still exceed levels observed in countries at similar income levels.







The rate of improvement in nutritional status has not kept pace with India’s significant gains in economic prosperity and agricultural productivity during recent decades.







Nutritional status and progress on reducing stunting vary markedly across India’s states indicating that state specific approaches are necessary to achieve further gains in reducing stunting.











Reasons for high rates of stunting and variability in progress are – 



Complementary feeding







Women’s status and health







Sanitation







Social/Caste inequality



Under nutrition and its impact on child development will risk large economic, health and social consequences for future generations







Accelerating action at the state level is essential to change the course of the future for India’s children.
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A National Initiative launched by Ministry of Health & Family Welfare To recognise efforts of ensuring quality assurance at public health facilities KAYAKALP awards to those public health facilities that demonstrate high levels of cleanliness, hygiene and infection control



Objectives    



To promote cleanliness, hygiene and Infection control practices in public health care facilities To incentivize and recognize such public health care facilities that show exemplary performance in adhering to standard protocols of cleanliness and infection control To inculcate a culture of on-going assessment and peer review of performance related to hygiene, cleanliness and sanitation To create and share sustainable practices related to improved cleanliness in public health facilities linked to positive health outcomes



National Adolescent Health Strategy / Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram (RKSK)
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Yojana & Kurukshetra Gist~IASbaba IT-based initiatives on Citizen Centric Health Services Kilkari 



An audio-based mobile service that delivers weekly audio messages to families about pregnancy, child birth and child care.







Each pregnant woman and infant’s mother registered in Mother and Child Tracking System (MCTS), would receive weekly voice messages relevant to the stage of pregnancy or age of the infant







72 messages of about 2 minutes each would reach the targeted beneficiaries from the 4th month of pregnancy until the child is one year old







The messages are being developed in Hindi, English and Odiya in the first phase







This would benefit over 2 crore pregnant women and 2 crore infants, annually



Mobile Academy 



A mobile based application through which a large number of Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHAs) will be trained







This will aid in enhancing their inter-personal skills







240-minute course (11 chapters with 4 lessons each)



M-Cessation 



An IT enabled tool to help tobacco users quit tobacco







It will register beneficiaries on the basis of a missed call







Counselling: Through a two-way SMS process
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Prelims Oriented: South Asian Games: 



It was held in Guwahati and Shillong







Guwahati was known as Pragjyotishpura in ancient times







Mascot of 2016 South Asain Games- TIKHOR, a rhino calf (sharp, naughty, and sporty)







Earlier India had hosted SAG at Kolkata (1987) and Madras(1995)



Cultural mapping of India 



Data of artists shall be collected online for cultural mapping







Initiated by the Ministry of Culture in order to carry out a survey on Cultural Topography of the country







Web Portal would be developed through National Informatics Centre (NIC), which will serve as an Artist Repository and which can be used in future for the purpose of providing grant-in aid under various cultural schemes administered by this Ministry.



Dedicated Freight corridors of Indian railway 



Western dedicated freight corridor: Dadri in UP and ends in Mumbai-JNPT







Eastern dedicated fright corridor: Dankuni in WB and ends in Ludiana in Punjab



Ministry of railways plans to have four more dedicated corridors. They are 



East west corridor- (Kolkata and Mumbai)







North south corridor: Delhi-Chennai







East coast corridor: Kharagpur- Vijayawada







Southern corridor: Chennai-Goa
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Akash:







First indigenously built supersonic Surface to Air missile







Target- 25 kms







One of the core missiles of IGMDP



II.



INS Vikrant and INS Kochi:







Indigenously built aircraft carrier







Another one of the indigenously developed Kolkata class stealth missile destroyer INS Kochi was commissioned Last December



III.



Rotavac: First indigenously developed and manufactured rotavirus vaccine Rotavac has boosted India’s effort to combat IMR due to Diarrohea



Happy Studies IASbaba
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