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Economy Overview of India’s Export Market Context:  



The Government of India is soon to announce the foreign trade policy review. A shift in India’s manufacturing and export strategy has been signalled.



What are the new strategies for India’s manufacture and export market?    



Commerce and Industry Minister Suresh Prabhu has signalled a shift in India’s manufacturing and export strategy with a focus on new emerging sectors such as genomics. The minister gives a thrust to export of goods that are not currently among the top ten items shipped out of the country. The Union Minister is banking on India’s political relationships with countries such as Cuba and many in Africa to push exports to new markets. The government will shortly announce the midterm review of the foreign trade policy to enhance the country’s export.



What should India concentrate for a successful “Make in India 2.0”?         



If the manufacturing in India needs to continue then there is a need to give a thrust to the exports. Increasing the price of crude could reduce our competitiveness sizably and affect the export of the country. The appreciation in the rupee takes its hit straight away on the exports while increasing the imports and widening the current account deficit. Even though India has done well in Ease of Doing Business, but its cross border trade quantity is very low. India should make a stronger bond with China for it is the chief supporter of free trade. The Centre should also back labour-intensive sectors and it should be of low technology and low cost. The real reforms for should be made in the district and state level that has to drive employment. There should be a global brand for exports. The government should also keep a strict check on price rise.



What are the other sectors has been proposed for Indian export business?    



At present India is exporting: Engineering goods, Capital good and Gems and jewellery Created with by ForumIAS.com – The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http//forumias.com New! http://forumiasacademy – Prelims & Mains Test Series
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But now, there is a need to focus on the sub-sectors of the present export sectors: Automobiles and automobile components under engineering goods. Labour intensive sectors in manufacturing and also in exports. Textile sector has a lot of potential.



What are the major drawbacks in India’s trade market?     



Even though India has done well in Ease of Doing Business, but its cross border trade quantity is very low. Indian has signed quite a lot of FTA’s but without studying its Impact. Due to foreign competition and unrestricted imports the upcoming industries in the country may collapse. The underdeveloped countries have to depend upon the developed ones for their economic development which leads to economic exploitation. Excessive exports may exhaust the natural resources of a country in a shorter span of time than it would have been otherwise.



Way ahead:    



 



The government needs to put in money to push infrastructure if exports have to be increased. Improvement in warehousing infrastructure would also counter inflation concerns due to seasonal factors such as poor monsoon rains. India needs to adopt an open, stable and reliable export policy. Abrupt export bans, high minimum export prices to restrict exports, or other quantitative restrictions on pulses, edible oils even on vegetables and cereals at times must give way to a policy not contradicting exports. Liberalization of factor markets, especially land-lease markets, would also help in building more efficient and reliable export value-chains. Long land-lease arrangements can facilitate private investments in building export-oriented global value-chains, generating rural non-farm employment and enhancing farmers’ incomes.



Employment Crisis in India Context: Growth rate of economy is consistently declining. Introduction:  



Employment growth in India slowed down drastically during 2012-16, after marginal improvement in 2010-12, as per the latest employment data collected by labour bureau. India’s may be the fast growing economy but on series of counts the growth is declining.



Related statistics: 



Unemployment rate is rising. Created with by ForumIAS.com – The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http//forumias.com New! http://forumiasacademy – Prelims & Mains Test Series
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9 million jobs created during NDA-I 5% of labour force jobless in the FY-2016. In 2015, 19000 jobs lost in Jewellery sector. 11, 000 jobs lost in handloom sector. Job creation slipped from 2012. The Labour Bureau’s Annual Household Employment survey shows a decline in total employment from 480.4 million (2013-14) to 467.6 million (2015-16). The only sector to have witnessed a significant increase in employment was wholesale and retail trade where employment increased from 43.7 million to 48.1 million. In the manufacturing sector (both organised and unorganised) employment declined from 51.4 million to 48.1 million over the same time period.



Challenge:     



Our youth are getting more and more educated but the growth of employment is not satisfactory. To expand the job creation is the biggest challenge. Low growth in manufacturing sector. 5-6 million OBCs graduate every year. Paucity of data



Reasons:     



People lost jobs because of cash crunch after demonetization. Credibility of labour bureau data. There are some issues with the data. Lack of planning. Growth rate of economy is consistently declining. There is no correlation between GDP growth and employment rate.



Way ahead:             



India needs to grow fast if it wants to absorb large number of labour force. Increase in expenditure Young’s are getting more and more educated. There is increase in secondary enrollment Fiscal stimulus Careful planning in schemes Huge infrastructure to be created. Economy cannot be run on single engine that is on public sector alone, so private sectors should come forward. Agriculture sector have to sustain the growth of poor people. Export need to enhance. Export manufacturing sectors Education system needs to be re-oriented towards vocational and practical teachings. Participation of women in workforce. Strengthen the ” make in India ” initiative Created with by ForumIAS.com – The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http//forumias.com New! http://forumiasacademy – Prelims & Mains Test Series
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There is less number of government jobs in various fields like judges, teachers, doctors etc. There is need to generate more jobs in public sector. Special packages are needed for labour-intensive industries to create jobs There should be cluster development to support job creation in micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs). An industrial and trade policy is needed. The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) is preparing an industrial policy.



Conclusion: Government schemes rarely create many jobs. International evidence is that when consumer demand grows consistently, whether from domestic or international markets, that is when jobs grow. That requires an industrial policy. Ease of doing business improvement and infrastructure investment increases should improve the economic environment. But most importantly India needs a robust industrial policy.



Food Processing: A game Changer Context: India is one of the biggest food producing hub in the world but recently food processing industry in India is not showing the desired results. Issues involved in food processing industry:       



  



We are not able to increase the export of food processing export because of issues generated by advance economy which impacts out export potential. In domestic sector the problems are associated with poor storage and warehousing facilities and lack of dedicated institution to promote post-harvest activity in India. Lot of inorganic chemicals is being in India to produce farm product which needs to be replaced with organic component. The international standards do not allow export of Indian farm product because of high inorganic components. The public investment in agriculture is another issue that needs to be addressed. In India agriculture is being done without focusing on quality and MNCs are very focus on quality of farm produce and law abiding. However, the local companies do not care about law and hence there is a challenge of regulatory environment to implement the laws related with tonnage limitation on transportation of farm produce, disposal of waste etc. The domestic industries have immense potential – $ 10 Billion food processing market which is to be increase in recent year. An unproductive cattle is increasingly not been sold in the cattle mandis. Cattle mandis in North India are getting more deserted.
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India as one of the biggest food producing hub in the world but recently food processing industry in India are not able to take off because:     



The World Food India 2017 was timely intervention to promote the food processing sector in India. India is one of the largest food producers of the world but unfortunately the food processing sector has not taken up. Many of the food items such as biscuits, chips etc. were imported from Australia, New Zealand and Dubai in recent past. Now our agriculture is about to take big leap and we have to ensure that farmers produce get big market, at a fair price to be able to pick up the agriculture productivity. There is need for surplus food output needs to convert into food processing items for domestic and global consumption.



Scope for food processing industry:         



India is 1, 2 or 3rdrank in production of major farm product & dairies etc. and globally India is very important in all food production. At present the food processing industry in India has $ 10 billion market with a potential to increase to $ 540 Billion by 2020. International market is looking Indian agriculture how the Mansoon processing. It is major sector which directly creates jobs and could help to achieve double farmer’s income by 2022. It has to be combination of output livestock and food processing industries. India should fit in to global supply chain system of food processing. India has done basic environment preparedness to attract investment in food processing sector. If will have good domestic market to attracts investment. Ease of Doing Business is important for food processing sector because it is significant part of Make in India program. The sector has immense potential but full of problems. India has 2 % of global food processing export of food processing export as compared to 10% of USA.



What needs to be done? 







 



India is importing $ 22 Billion of food processing product from foreign market. If we substitute our farm product with diversification of agriculture with a focus on second Green Revolution. Food habit in world is changing and with diversification of crop pattern that will concentrate not only new food items, new seeds, technology but also competes with the global food giants such as USA and China. India is agrarian economy and the large farmers of India have potential to diversify their crop pattern. There is a lot of diversity in farm productivity among the states. Created with by ForumIAS.com – The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http//forumias.com New! http://forumiasacademy – Prelims & Mains Test Series
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Many states such as Punjab, Haryana has high crop productivity as compared to other states. Thus, by adopting measures to increase farm productivity to give a big push to food processing sector. Adaptation of good practices of major food processing successful ventures such as Amul, Nestle, Haldiram, Bikanerwals etc. Indian food processing market is as good as foreign market and by promoting domestic food processing industries and branding their product in international market will boost the food processing sector in India.



Way ahead: 







 



Food processing sector in India require linking of farm with mandisand mandis with warehouse facility and then increase in farm productivity will promote food processing sector. Food processing is emerging field where new generation of entrepreneur can venture however it requires training to a large number of students, creating a industry institution linkage, technology transfer of best food processing technology and training students to set up enterprises. Ministry of Food processing is promoting Mega Food Park Scheme in India which is providing alternate to farmers to adopt good agriculture practices. Increasing domestic storage.



Indian Manufacturing Sector Ended on a Strong Note in 2017 Context: According to a report, the Indian manufacturing sector ended the year on a strong note, with operating conditions improving at the strongest rate in five years Highlights of the Report: 



   



The Nikkei India Purchasing Managers’ Index registered a value of 54.7 in December, compared with 52.6 in November. A value over 50 indicates an expansion while one below 50 denotes a contraction. The overall upturn was supported by the sharpest increase in output and new orders since December 2012 and October 2016 respectively In response to the improved inflows of new business, job creation quickened to the strongest since August 2012 This was consistent with the strongest improvement in the health of the sector since December 2012 Notably, the PMI reading was slightly stronger than the average (54.0) recorded since the inception of the survey in March 2005
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The sector continues to face some turbulence as delayed customer payments contributed to greater volumes of outstanding work On the price front, July’s Goods and Services Tax (GST) continued to lead to greater raw material costs, with input cost inflation accelerating to the sharpest since April. Firms were restricted in their ability to pass on higher costs to clients, which added upward pressure on margins.



Conclusion: Challenges remain as the economy adjusts to recent shocks, but the overall upturn was robust compared to the trend observed for the survey history



Mandatory Labelling for Food Certified as “organic” Context From July 2018, it would be illegal to sell organic food that was not appropriately labelled so FSSAI’s notification   



Labelling on the package of organic food shall convey full and accurate information on the organic status of the product. Such product may carry a certification or quality assurance mark of one of the systems mentioned, in addition to the Food Safety and Standard Authority of India’s organic logo,” These rules were finalised after almost a year of being sent out as a draft for public comments



FSSAI Regulations: 







The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) had issued regulations that required food companies selling organic produce to get certified with one of the two authorities — National Programme for Organic Production (NPOP) or the Participatory Guarantee System for India (PGS-India). Companies could also get a voluntary logo from the FSSAI that marked its produce as ‘organic.’



PGS vs. NPOP    



For nearly two decades, organic farming certification had been done through a process of third party certification under the NPOP It was run by the Ministry of Commerce and was used for certifying general exports. Nearly 24 agencies were authorised by the NPOP to verify farms, storages and processing units and successful ones got a special ‘India Organic’ logo The PGS-India programme, in contrast, had been around for only two years and — unlike the top-down approach of the NPOP — involves a peer-review approach. Here, farmers played a role in certifying whether the farms in their vicinity adhered to organic-cultivation practices. Created with by ForumIAS.com – The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http//forumias.com New! http://forumiasacademy – Prelims & Mains Test Series
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This programme had been implemented by the Ministry of Agriculture through the National Centre of Organic Farming



India BPO Scheme Context The government’s India BPO promotion scheme, which aims to popularise the industry beyond metros, has so far provided employment to almost 11,000 people across the country, of which 40% are women India BPO scheme The scheme, under the Digital India Programme    







Introduced in: It was introduced in April 2016 to incentivise BPO firms to extend operations to tier-2 and tier-3 cities in the country Aim: With an outlay of about ₹500 crore, it aims to incentivise establishment of 48,300 seats, providing about 1.45 lakh jobs, under a three-shift strategy Special incentives: Under the scheme, there are special incentives for employing women and differently-abled persons, and generating employment beyond target Under the scheme, 109 units have been approved, through which about 40 firms such as Amazon Development Centre India and AGS Health, will be providing voice and non-voice services in about 16 languages. These will include English, Hindi, Tamil, Kannada, Oriya, Marathi, Arabic, Urdu and Spanish A total of 61 cities in 21 states and Union Territories have been already covered by the scheme



Employment stats under scheme 



Till now, out of the reported employment of 10,968 persons under the scheme, approximately 40% are women o o



o



A Nasscom report had said that more than 34% employees working in the $155billion IT industry are women Under the scheme, about 18,160 seats were allocated by the Centre after four rounds of bidding, while close to 14,000 seats have been shortlisted after the fifth round and are likely to be allotted soon. This will take the total number of seats allocated under the scheme to nearly 32,000, or 66% of the targeted number The seat allocation has been led by states such as Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar, Jharkhand and Jammu & Kashmir. The uptake has been on the slower side in Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, West Bengal and almost Union Territories expect for Chandigarh and Puducherry
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Social Issues Understanding Bhima Koregaon Context: Clashes had taken between Dalits and Maratha communities in Bhima Koregaon of Maharashtra. What has happened?  



Protests and violence gripped Maharashtra on 1 January 2018, after activists, attacked people gathered at Bhima Koregaon. One person had died in the violence, many others were injured and over 40 vehicles were damaged



Backdrop: 



  



Every year on January 1, a large number of Dalits visit a memorial in Bhima-Koregaon to mark an 1818 battle in which the East India Company, with Mahar soldiers prominent in its ranks, had defeated the Peshwa Bhima-Koregaon came to be marked as a site of Dalit valour and repudiation of caste stereotypes With a visit by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in 1927, it got invested with political and spiritual meaning beyond the specifics of the original battle and in a forward-looking politics. This year being the 200th anniversary, the commemoration was huge.



What was the Bhima Koregaon battle? The Battle of Koregaon took place on 1st January, 1818, in the village of Koregaon , Maharashtra, between troops of Baji Rao Peshwa II and 800 troops of British East India Company Significance of the Battle:   







Mahar relates this battle to their self-respect because they were insulted by the Peshwa Baji Rao II on their identity and caste when they offered their services to the Peshwa. The Mahars then took the job with the British and fought the war on their behalf. In the memory of Battle, British built squared-pillar to pay homage to the martyr soldiers, which is popularly known as ‘Koregaon Pillar’ that symbolises the courage of Mahar Regiment. The battle is considered to be a significant point in Dalit history as a triumph for the community which had faced oppression under the Peshwa Rule.
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Dalits are unanimous in drawing inspiration from the victory. In recent years, particularly in Maharashtra, since the Bhima-KoregaonRanstambh Seva Sangh (BKRSS) was formed, Dalits regard the Koregaon pillar as a site of positive memory of their valour and a symbol of their renewed political aspiration



Why the present crisis? 







Prakash Ambedkar, the grandson of B.R. Ambedkar and a prominent Dalit leader from Maharashtra, has said that a few Hindutva organisations planned and perpetuated violence against the Dalits in Bhima Koregaon According to him, these organisations have been polarising the political landscape on religious and caste lines, particularly against Ambedkarite Dalits who are seen as impediments to their political project.



Reasons for Caste Tensions: Caste tensions are the result of many factors ranging from contested histories, at a more abstract level, to economic insecurities about jobs and livelihood, on the ground 







Reservation movements: The tensions of this past week have come against the backdrop of neo-reservation movements, such as by the Marathas in Maharashtra over the past couple of years Demand to dilute POAA: Demands by Marathas to dilute the provisions of the Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities) Act may be borne of economic and social anxieties. These in turn, have created understandable anxieties among Dalits about being left adrift to wage the political battle for their protection on their own



Conclusion: The country’s politics must bridge differences by addressing anxieties holistically, instead of nurturing new polarised constituencies by widening the fault lines
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Indian Constitution and Polity The Right to Freedom of Speech and Expression



What is Freedom of Speech and Expression? 



 



Freedom of speech and expression is broadly understood as the notion that every person has the natural right to freely express themselves through any media and without outside interference, such as censorship, and without fear of reprisal, such as threats and persecutions. Freedom of expression is a complex right as freedom of expression is not absolute. It carries with it special duties and responsibilities therefore it may be subject to certain restrictions provided by law.



Freedom of Speech and Expression as per the Indian Constitution:    



Article 19(1) (a) of the Constitution of India guarantees to all its citizens the right to freedom of speech and expression. The law states that, “all citizens shall have the right to freedom of speech and expression”. Under Article 19(2) of the Constitution of India imposes restrictions on the right to freedom of speech and expression. The law states that, “reasonable restrictions can be imposed on the exercise of this right for certain purposes. Any limitation on the exercise of the right under Article 19(1) (a) not falling within the four corners of Article 19(2) cannot be valid.”



What is the need to protect Freedom of Speech and Expression? 



There are four important justifications for freedom of speech :



Transparency: 



If restrictions on speech are tolerated, society tends to keep silent about accurate facts and valuable opinion.



Personality and its growth: 



Freedom of speech is an integral aspect of each individual’s right to self-development and self-fulfilment, restrictions on which will hamper personality and its growth.



One’s belief and show political attitudes: 



Freedom of speech provides opportunity to express one’s belief and show political attitudes which ultimately results in the welfare of the society and state. Created with by ForumIAS.com – The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http//forumias.com New! http://forumiasacademy – Prelims & Mains Test Series
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Freedom of speech is important to understand political issues and participate in smooth working of democracy and decision-making.



What is the need to restrict Freedom of Speech and Expression? 



For a positive and healthy environment the right requires certain restrictions. Some of the major reasons are as follows:



Security of State:  



Under Article 19(2) reasonable restrictions can be imposed on freedom of speech and expression in the interest of security of State. The term “security of state” refers only to serious and aggravated forms of public order g. rebellion, waging war against the State, insurrection and not ordinary breaches of public order and public safety, e.g. unlawful assembly, riot, affray.



Friendly relations with foreign states: 



Unrestrained malicious propaganda against a foreign friendly state needs to be restricted at some level because something which has potential to affect such relationship should be checked by government.



Public Order: 



‘Public order’ is synonymous with public peace, safety and tranquillity. Anything that disturbs public tranquillity or public peace disturbs public order.  Thus, a law punishing utterances made with the deliberate intention to hurt the religious feelings of any class of persons is valid for such speech or writing has the tendency to create public disorder even if in some case those activities may not actually lead to a breach of peace. Decency or morality:  



The way to express something or to say something should be decent one. It should not affect the morality of the society adversely. Sections 292 to 294 of the Indian Penal Code provide instances of restrictions on the freedom of speech and expression in the interest of decency or morality.



Hate speech: 







The Supreme Court of India had asked the Law Commission of India to make recommendations to the Parliament to strengthen the Election Commission to curb the menace of “hate speeches” irrespective of, whenever made. But the Commission recommends that the several factors need to be considered before restricting a speech, like, the context of the speech, the status of the victim, the status of the maker of the speech and the potential of the speech to create discriminatory and disruptive circumstances. Created with by ForumIAS.com – The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http//forumias.com New! http://forumiasacademy – Prelims & Mains Test Series
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In democratic structure, media is regarded as a tool for encouraging social participation in governance. Through media people challenges administrative norms and structure dictating public sector declaration around the world: from government to government and government to public.



Is Freedom of Speech and Expression through media in threat? 



In 2017, India and other South Asian countries faced growing challenges in the field of internet freedom, censorship, and freedom of speech & expression.



Internet shutdowns: 



Internet shutdowns and blackouts in conflict areas rose sharply in 2017, threatening citizens’ access to communications, information and free expression online.



Cinema censorship:  



In India, the authorities ban movies in order to protect communal and religious harmony and control obscenity. 2017 saw an increasing number of petitions regarding film censorship reach the Supreme Court.



Violent threats against bloggers and media workers:  



Several journalists, bloggers, human rights defenders and media workers were killed in a number of South Asian countries. Most recently, Veteran Indian journalist Gauri Lankesh was shot to death by assailants on September 5, 2017, outside her home in Bangalore.



Way forward: To remain vigilante: 



Even though Freedom of speech and Expression is a boon for the citizens, but the government and media needs to remain vigilante for its proper usage.



To stay legit: 



Freedom of speech and Expression should not infringe upon the sovereignty, unity, integrity and security of the country. That applies to media/social media as well.
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Upholding the Freedom of Press Context: The government has recently underlined the commitment for “upholding the freedom of the press and expression in all forms”. What is Freedom of press?  







Freedom of the press or freedom of the media is the freedom of communication and expression through various mediums, such as electronic media and published materials. Wherever such freedom exists mostly implies the absence of interference from an overreaching state and its preservation may be sought through constitutional or other legal protections. In India, freedom of the press has been treated as part of the “freedom of speech and expression “guaranteed by Article 19(1) (a) of the Constitution.



Elements of Freedom of press:  Freedom of press has three essential elements: 1. Freedom of access to all sources of information 2. Freedom of publication, and 3. Freedom of circulation. What are the restrictions of freedom of press?   1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.   



  



Article 19(2): The restrictions that apply to the “freedom of speech and expression” also apply to the “freedom of press and media”. Article 19(2), provides reasonable restrictions on the following grounds: Sovereignty & Integrity of India Security of the State Friendly relations with Foreign States Public Order Decency or Morality Contempt of Court Press Council of India: The Press Council of India acts as a watchdog for the print media. It has quasi- judicial powers which have empowered the council to hold hearings on receipt of complaints and take suitable action where appropriate. News Broadcasting Standards Authority (NBSA): In the case of television news, the News Broadcasting Standards Authority (NBSA) looks into violation of code of ethics laid out by the News Broadcasters Association (NBA). No law for protection of identity of sources: The protection of identity of sources used by the journalists is an important element in how they unearth the truth. However, in India, there are no statutory rights accorded to journalists to protect their sources. Criminal defamation: Criminal defamation, as defined under Section 499 of the Indian Penal Code, permits any person who has suffered damage in reputation on action of others to sue for defamation. Created with by ForumIAS.com – The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http//forumias.com New! http://forumiasacademy – Prelims & Mains Test Series
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The Indian news press enjoys two-fold protection:



Article 19(1) (a): 



Although, the Indian Constitution does not expressly mention the liberty of the press, it is evident that the liberty of the press is included in the freedom of speech and expression under Article 19(1) (a).  Freedom under Article 19(1) (a) is not only cribbed, cabined and confined to newspapers and periodicals but also includes pamphlets, leaflets, handbills, circulars and every sort of publication which affords a vehicle of information and opinion. Article 19(1) (g): 



The freedom to engage in any profession, occupation, trade, industry or business, guaranteed under Article 19(1) (g).



Other legislation: 











The Press and Registration of Books Act, 1867: This Act regulates printing presses and newspapers and makes registration with an appointed Authority compulsory for all printing presses. Civil Defence Act, 1968: It allows the Government to make rules for the prohibition of printing and publication of any book, newspaper or other document prejudicial to the Civil Defence. Press Council Act, 1978: Under this Act, the Press Council was reconstituted (after 1976) to maintain and improve the standards of newspaper and news agencies in India.



What is the importance of freedom of the press?      



Fundamental to a democratic society: The freedom of press is fundamental to a democratic society like India for it is helpful in strengthening democracy. Check on Government and Administrators: An independent press and news-media press acts as an important check on Government and Administrators. Voice against any social ill or wrong: It is also responsible to raise voice against any social ill or wrong. Strengthening a nation: It works towards strengthening the sovereignty and integrity of a nation. Acts for the public: At national, regional and local level, it is the public’s voice, activist and guardian as well as educator, entertainer and contemporary chronicler. Caution in passing judgments: The press exercises caution in passing judgments, especially on matters where the due process of law is yet to be completed.



How can freedom of press be misused?  



There are often wide public outrages following the negative coverage by press. The press is often guilty of exhibiting a marked bias towards a certain political figure or a party or community or group. Created with by ForumIAS.com – The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http//forumias.com New! http://forumiasacademy – Prelims & Mains Test Series
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Freedom of the press is seen to block progress and to help businessmen make money. Freedom of press may divert attention of the Indian people from the real issues which are socio-economic, to non-issues. The press is also looked upon by its owners as a means of making money.



What is the way ahead?    



It is essential that proper reform is brought about by way of Legislation or Precedent by the Supreme Court to ensure the legitimacy of news and the “Freedom of the Press”. A regulatory body comprising both of media persons and government bodies should be established to give media a fair play and check its arbitrariness at the same time. Senior editors and journalists should start exposing cases of fake news, conflict of interest, making the working of press more transparent. Press freedom under Article 19(1) (g) has to be secured as such to allow the public to be well informed.



NRC in Assam Context: The first draft of an updated National Register of Citizens (NRC) for Assam was published recently by the Assam government. What is NRC?  



The National Register of Citizens (NRC) is the register containing details of all Indian citizens. After conducting the Census of 1951, the National Register of Citizens (NRC) was prepared by recording particulars of all the persons enumerated during the 1951 Census



NRC in Assam 



Assam is the only State that had prepared an NRC in 1951.







It has also now become the first State to get the first draft of its own updated NRC



Why is the NRC being updated? 



The NRC is being updated in Assam to detect Bangladeshi nationals, who may have illegally entered the State after the midnight of March 24, 1971, the cut-off date.



Backdrop:  



The cut-off date was originally agreed to in the 1985 Assam Accord, signed between the then Rajiv Gandhi government and the All Assam Students’ Union (AASU) However, successive State governments failed to achieve much progress in detecting and deporting foreigners as set out in the Assam Accord
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In 2005, another agreement was signed between the Centre, the then Tarun Gogoi government in Assam and the AASU where it was decided to update the NRC that was first published after the Census data of 1951 in post-Partition India Though the Gogoi government had started the NRC update as a pilot project in some districts, it was stopped after violence broke out in some parts of the State In July 2009, Assam Public Works (APW), an NGO, petitioned the Supreme Court for identification of Bangladeshi foreigners in the State and deletion of their names from the voters’ list



Is the NRC a court-mandated exercise?  



Yes, the publication of the first draft of the NRC by December 31, 2017 was ordered by the Supreme Court. The top court has been hearing this case since July 2009 when Assam Public Works moved court to intervene in detecting and deporting Bangladeshis.



Challenges ahead: Security challenge: A security challenge could possibly emerge when the process of updating the NRC gets completed Post-Marriage Migration: 



 



Nearly 29 lakh women, who have migrated after marriage, have claimed for residency status. Their claim is supported by certificates issued by gram panchayat secretaries and executive magistrates. The Supreme Court has clarified that while these documents could be allowed, it could by no means be taken as proof of citizenship. Therefore, the challenge lies in verifying the authenticity of the certificates for establishing the link between the claimant and the legacy person



Humanitarian Concerns: The issue has, become much larger than a cut-and-dried question of who is an Indian citizen and who is not. There are important humanitarian concerns at play, concerns that go beyond identification and numbers Identification based on religion: All Opposition parties have opposed identification of illegal migrants on the basis of religion. They have demanded withdrawal of the Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2016 on the ground that if made into an Act, it would render the updated NRC and the entire process of updating the citizenship register infructuous
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National Medical Commission Bill Sent to standing Committee Context: The government has referred the controversial National Medical Commission Bill, tabled in the Lok Sabha, to a Standing Committee. NMC bill   



The National Medical Commission (NMC) Bill, 2017, seeks to replace the Medical Council of India (MCI) with a new body The Bill proposes a government-nominated chairman and members, who will be selected by a committee under the Cabinet Secretary The Bill also allows practitioners of Ayurveda and other traditional Indian systems of medicine the licence to prescribe allopathic drugs after they have passed a ‘bridge course.’



View of Indian Medical Association: The medical fraternity is opposing the clause, fearing that the body would effectively be run by the government Concern with NMC Bill: Independent Medical Advisory Council   



One of its goals is to rein in corruption in the MCI through greater distribution of powers This is sought to be accomplished through an independent Medical Advisory Council to oversee the National Medical Commission, the proposed successor of the MCI But all members of the NMC are members of the Council, undermining the latter’s independence



Allowing alternative-medicine practitioners to prescribe modern drugs   



Perhaps the most controversial provision of all is for a bridge course allowing alternativemedicine practitioners to prescribe modern drugs One motivation could be to plug the shortfall of rural doctors by creating a new cadre of practitioners. But if this was the rationale, better solutions exist.



Shortfall of Doctors  



The shortfall of MBBS doctors is partly due to the fact that many of them seek a post-graduate degree to improve career prospects MCI regulations prevent even experienced MBBS doctors from carrying out procedures like caesareans and ultrasound tests, while nurses are barred from administering anaesthesia.
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Empowering doctors and nurses to do more is a reform many have called for, and that would have been easier to implement than a bridge course for AYUSH practitioners Yet, the NMC Bill hasn’t taken it up



3 year Diploma for rural medical care providers Another way to bolster healthcare delivery is a three-year diploma for rural medical-care providers, along the lines of the Licentiate Medical Practitioners who practised in India before 1946 Tried before in Chhattisgarh   



Chhattisgarh tried this experiment in 2001 to tackle the paucity of doctors it faced as it was formed Graduates from such a three-year programme would only be allowed to provide basic care in under-served pockets However, massive protests by the Indian Medical Association and poor execution derailed the Chhattisgarh experiment, but the idea wasn’t without merit



Way forward     



India has no choice but to innovate with health-care delivery models to tackle the challenges it faces The trick is to base these innovations on evidence There is plenty of evidence that MBBS doctors and nurses can do more than they are legally allowed to do But integrating alternative-medicine practitioners into modern medicine requires a lot more thought The government will do well to empower existing doctors before attempting more ambitious, and questionable, experiments.
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International Relations Israel Passed New Law on Jerusalem Context Israel’s parliament passed a law requiring a supermajority to relinquish control over any part of Jerusalem, a move that could hamstring the city’s division in any future peace deal. Details:    



The amendment bars the government from ceding Israeli sovereignty over any part of Jerusalem without approval of at least 80 of the legislature’s 120 members. But the law itself can be overturned with a simple majority, making it largely symbolic. The law also permits the government to remove outlying Palestinian neighbourhoods from the city, a move promoted by hard-liners to preserve Jerusalem’s Jewish majority They would be turned into separate municipalities under Israeli control.



The Knesset  



The Knesset is the unicameral national legislature of Israel. As the legislative branch of the Israeli government, the Knesset passes all laws, elects the President and Prime Minister, approves the cabinet, and supervises the work of the government approved the legislation in a 64-52 vote



India called-off missile deal with Israel: Context India has called off an order to buy Spike anti-tank guided missiles from Israel’s state-owned defence contractor Rafael About the deal:  



The deal was worth about $500 million Its termination came ahead of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s visit to India.



Reason for Termination: India’s Defence Research and Development Organisation have been developing a domestic anti-tank missile the government was keen to support. New Deal: 



India will buy 131 Barak surface-to-air missiles built by Rafael. Created with by ForumIAS.com – The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http//forumias.com New! http://forumiasacademy – Prelims & Mains Test Series
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The 4.6-billion-rupee ($72 million) order follows up an earlier purchase of Barak missiles, meant to protect Navy vessels against sea-skimming missiles and aerial threats. U.S Suspended Security Aid to Pakistan



Context The United States has suspended more than $1.15 billion security assistance to Pakistan, accusing Islamabad of harbouring terror groups within its border and showing unwillingness to take “decisive actions” against them. Details:   



Prominent among the suspended amount include $255 million in Foreign Military Funding (FMF) for the fiscal year 2016 as mandated by the Congress. In addition, the Department of Defense has suspended the entire $900 million of the Coalition Support Fund (CSF) money to Pakistan for the fiscal year 2017. However, the suspension does not include US civilian assistance programs in Pakistan.
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Science and Technology Google’s New “AI” System Context In a major step towards its “AI first” dream, Google has developed a text-to-speech artificial intelligence (AI) system that will confuse you with its human-like articulation Tacotron 2 The tech giant’s text-to-speech system called “Tacotron 2” delivers an AI-generated computer speech that almost matches with the voice of humans, technology How the system works? 



The system first creates a spectrogram of the text, a visual representation of how the speech should sound  That image is put through Google’s WaveNet algorithm, which uses the image and brings AI closer than ever to mimicking human speech. It can easily learn different voices and even generates artificial breaths What is Mean Opinion score (MOS)? It is a numerical method of expressing voice and video quality  



MOS gives a numerical indication of the perceived quality of the media received after being transmitted and eventually compressed using codecs MOS is expressed in one number, from 1 to 5, 1 being the worst and 5 the best. MOS is quite subjective, as it is based figures that result from what is perceived by people during tests. However, there are software applications that measure MOS on networks



The Mean Opinion Score Values Taken in whole numbers, the numbers are quite easy to grade. 5 – Perfect. Like face-to-face conversation or radio reception 4 – Fair. Imperfections can be perceived, but sound still clear. This is (supposedly) the range for cell phones. 3 – Annoying 2 – Very annoying-Nearly impossible to communicate. 1 – Impossible to communicate AI first At Google I/O 2017 developers conference, the company’s CEO announced that the internet giant was shifting its focus from mobile-first to “AI first” and launched several products and features, including Google Lens, Smart Reply for Gmail and Google Assistant for iPhon Created with by ForumIAS.com – The Knowledge Network for Civil Services. Visit http//forumias.com New! http://forumiasacademy – Prelims & Mains Test Series
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Special Genes may give Corals New Lease of Life Context: Scientists have identified a gene that improves the heat tolerance of the algae that live symbiotically with coral species, and could potentially help the corals adapt to some warming Findings: 



 



Researchers from King Abdullah University of Science and Technology (KAUST) in Saudi Arabia have identified special genes, called retrotransposons, which could help the algae adapt more rapidly to heat stress The team has suggested that the activation and replication of Symbiodinium’s retrotransposons in response to heat stress could lead to a faster evolutionary response, This is because more mutations increases the chance of generating a beneficial one that allows the symbionts to cope better with this specific stress



Effect of rising temperatures  



Symbiodinium is a unicellular alga that provides its coral host with photosynthetic products in return for nutrients and shelter. Coral bleaching: However, high sea temperatures can cause the breakdown of this symbiotic relationship and lead to the widespread expulsion of Symbiodinium from host tissues, an event known as coral beaching. If bleached corals do not recover, they starve to death, leaving only their white, calcium-carbonate exoskeleton
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Security and Defence Defence Ministry approved projects worth 2420 crore Context Recently, the Defence Ministry gave final approval for the procurement of simulated training solutions for the Navy’s P-8I long range maritime patrol aircraft and electronic warfare systems for the Army at a combined cost of ₹2419.32 crore Details:  The deal was cleared in the past by the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC)  The defence Ministry has given final approval  The next step is to conclude the final contract with the vendor Utility    



The P-8I training solution, along with 10 year comprehensive maintenance service, will be brought from Boeing for ₹1949.32 crore. This training solution accurately simulates P-8I aircraft and mission systems This will help Indian Navy train and realistically rehearse for sophisticated missions involving P-8I aircraft, at a fraction of the cost of live aircraft training This system will equip the Army with upgraded communications infrastructure that will help the forces to effectively deal with the advanced communications systems being used by terrorist groups



P-81 line-up    



The Navy currently operates eight P-8Is out of INS Rajali in Chennai inducted since 2013. Four more aircraft have been ordered last year under the optional clause and are scheduled to be delivered from 2020 The second proposal was for the procurement of Low Intensity Conflict Electronic Warfare System (LICEWS) for the Army These will be procured from Bharat Electronics Limited for ₹470 crore
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Environment Global warming may turn quarter of earth arid Context: According to researchers, over a quarter of the world’s land could become significantly drier even if global warming is limited to the target of two degree Celsius. About the study: 







Researchers from University of East Anglia (UEA) in the U.K. and Southern University of Science and Technology (SUSTech) in China studied projections from 27 global climate models. They identified the areas of the world where aridity will substantially change when compared to the year-to-year variations they experience now, as global warming reaches 1.5 or two degree Celsius above pre-industrial level



What is the prediction? 







According to the research, aridification would emerge over about 20-30 per cent of the world’s land surface by the time the global mean temperature change reaches two degrees Celsius But two thirds of the affected regions could avoid significant aridification if warming is limited to 1.5 degrees Celsius



So, what is aridity? Aridity is a measure of the dryness of the land surface, obtained from combining precipitation and evaporation. Why aridification is a threat? Aridification is a serious threat because it can critically impact areas such as agriculture, water quality, and biodiversity. It can also lead to more droughts and wildfire What can be done to stop the menace? Limiting global warming to under 1.5 degree Celsius would dramatically reduce the fraction of the Earth’s surface that undergoes aridification.
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