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The Portrait—Part 34



John 12:12-16



March 31/April 1, 2012



FOLLOWING THE MESSAGE 1) 12:12 God foreordained that the Lamb of God would be sacrificed on the same day as the Passover lambs. He is “our Passover” sacrifice (1 Corinthians 5:7). 2) 12:13 Palm branches were a general symbol of victory and celebration. 3) 12:13 When the people shouted “Hosanna,” it was not a cry of praise to Jesus. They were demanding God to break in and save His people now. 4) This public presentation forced the Jewish leaders to act. When they saw the spontaneous demonstration of the people, they concluded that Jesus had to be destroyed. 5) 12:14-15 Jesus’ actions were a deliberate and dramatic claim to be Messiah. 6) 12:14 In the Middle East a donkey was not a despised creature, but a noble one. When a king rode to war, he rode on a horse. When he came in peace, he rode on a donkey (1 Kings 1:33). 7) 12:16 The crowds were not the only ones who failed to grasp what was happening. The disciples could not comprehend that Jesus came not as conqueror, but as Savior. 8) Just as Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies regarding His first coming, He will also fulfill them when He comes again in judgment. 9) He will come in glory and the armies of heaven will accompany Him. It will be a scene of victory as He comes to defeat His enemies and establish His kingdom. HEBREW WORDS Yasha`(yaw-shah')—primitive- properly to be free, to be safe; defend, deliver, preserve, rescue, get victory.
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