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The First Step—Part 4 Aug 31/ Sept 1, 2013 Genesis 12:1-8 FOLLOWING THE MESSAGE 1) We are not saved by making promises to God; we are saved by believing God’s promises to us. 2) Your life is bigger than your life. 3) 12:1 The text represents this with a present participle, which means the action occurred at the same time—while he was being called, he responded. 4) 12:1 God called Abram to leave three things that would be natural sources of security for any ancient man: 1. His country (or land) was his nationality and was the largest group in which Abram moved. 2. His people (or clan) was smaller than his tribe, but larger than his immediate family. Such groups in ancient tribal societies provided personal identity and security. 3. His father’s household referred to a call to give up his right of inheritance in his extended family. 5) God’s claim on our lives always requires us to leave things behind at the same time we are taking up a new journey to follow Him (Mark 1:18). 6) 12:4 Abram trusted God implicitly. He was not perfect, but he was ready to respond. 7) 12:8 Abram’s response to God’s action was to worship.
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