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21st February 2016



2nd Sunday in Lent



Parish Team Clergy Fr. Enda Cunningham PP St Mary’s Parochial House Saggart. Tel: 4589209 Mob: 087-1380695 Fr. Aidan Kieran CC 1 The Glebe Peamount Road Newcastle. Tel: 4589230 Mob: 087-6397744 Fr. Aloysius Zuribo C.C. 2 Carrigmore Place Saggart, Co. Dublin Tel. 01-4589209 Fr. Michael Shortall PC 87 Beechwood Lawns Rathcoole Tel: 4587187 Mob: 087 -2861765 Fr. Michael McGowan PC 7 St. Patrick’s Crescent, Rathcoole Tel: 4589210



Parish Pastoral Worker Ms. Breda Carroll c/o 01-4589209 Parish Secretary Martina Hopkins The Parish Office St. Mary’s Parochial House Opening Hours: 9.30-1.30 Monday to Thursday Tel: 4589209 www.saggartparish.com [email protected]



Items for Newsletter Items for Junction 4 should be sent to the Parish Office or emailed to the addresses given below. Many thanks.



We pray for those who have died recently: Joshua (Joss) Coughlan (Newcastle) We extend our deepest sympathies To his family and friends. Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord And may perpetual light shine upon him. Sunday Confessions During Lent On the Sundays of Lent, a priest will be available for confession after the following Masses: Newcastle: After 10.30am Mass, Saggart: After 11.30am Mass Rathcoole: After 12 Noon Mass.



Mass Schedule Saggart: Sunday: 9 am & 11.30 am Weekday: 9.30 am Rathcoole: Saturday Vigil: 6.30 p.m. Sunday: 10 am & 12.00 pm Weekday: 9.30 am Saturday: 10.00 am



This is an initiative for the Jubilee Year of Mercy St. Finian’s Ministers of the Word Get-Together St. Finian's Mass Readers will meet in the Old Schoolhouse on Monday 22nd February at 8pm. New readers are required, and would be welcome to come along on the night. Contact Bridget Breen 086/1762532. Newcastle Parish Pastoral Council New Members Required During the season of Lent, an appeal will be made for parishioners to become members of the Newcastle Parish Pastoral Council. For a number of the members of the present Council their term has come to an end and they are due to leave the Council. The work of the Pastoral Council is a life source for the continuation of the growth of the parish. We invite you to help us continue to build a vibrant Parish Community, where you will work with the Parish Team, sharing your wisdom, and planning together for realistic action. How Does A Parish Council Work? It builds good working relationships, Listens to the needs of the people in the Parish, Plans and decides on the way forward, Prioritises, Ensures things happen, Encourages others to get involved, Communicates well with the Parish, Reviews its work regularly. First Confessions in the Parish



In the coming weeks, many of the children in Rang 2 in our parish schools will celebrate the sacrament of penance for the first time, ie they will celebrate their first confession. We ask parishioners to keep the children in your prayers at this timportant time. We offer our congratulations to the [email protected] children and their parents. We thank the teachers and or school staff for all their hard work. [email protected]



Brittas: Sunday: 10.30 am Newcastle: Saturday Vigil: 7.00 p.m. Sunday: 10.30 am Weekday: 10.00am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. Confession Saggart: Friday after 9.30am Mass Rathcoole: Saturday after 10.00am Mass Newcastle: Saturday after 7.00pm Mass Baptism Saggart 2.00pm Sunday Rathcoole 4.00 pm Saturday Newcastle 2nd Saturday 4pm Last Sunday 2pm Please contact the Parish Office Marriage Please contact the Parish Office



Saggart/Rathcoole/Brittas & Newcastle Pilgrimage to Lourdes 16 - 21 June 2016 with Fr. Enda Cunningham Acommodation at the Hotel Padoue. Cost €729 pps (Single Supplement €175). 5 nights accommodation and all meals for the duration of your stay included. Deposit €200 per person. Booking forms are available in the church sacristies. Contact Pilgrimages Abroad 01-6359300 ASK Discipleship Day Disciples of the Divine Master, Newtownpark Avenue, Blackrock, Co. Dublin On 27th February 2016, there will be an ASK Discipleship Day, a day of prayer for men and women aged 20-40 to meet like-minded people, take time for Eucharistic Adoration, prayer, Mass, Confession and a 1 to 1 talk with a sister or priest. A short input will be given on following Jesus in today’s world. Please spread the word...maybe you or a friend might let to come along. Don't forget to let us know if you plan attending so we can count you for lunch! Cost- Donation only.



St. Joseph’s Young Priests Society Thank you to our members for your support and prayers. Our next meeting will be held on Friday 11th. March @ 6.30pm in the pastoral room Holy Family Church Rathcoole.. We need new members..! If you would like to support vocations to the priesthood, please come and join us.. You will be very welcome



Pre-Election Satament: Bishop Kevin Doran (Full statement on www.catholicbishops.ie) As we approach the General Election, I want to share some thoughts with you regarding our responsibilities as Catholics who are also citizens. I do so in a spirit of respectful dialogue, conscious of the fact that, as individual Catholics and as a faith community, it is part of our mission to pursue the common good, which incorporates the good of each person and the good of all. We do this directly in our own local communities, but we also do it through the government which we elect and which, on behalf of all of us, takes responsibility for the common good. In identifying what I believe to be some of the key challenges facing our society, I am proposing a vision for society which is rooted in Gospel values and Catholic Social Teaching. As Christian citizens, committed to the common good, we are called to think beyond our own personal and local needs in deciding how we use our vote. I appeal to everyone in our local Church communities to take seriously the social responsibility to exercise the right to vote. I encourage you to pray for the gift of wisdom to vote well. Communicate and Vote Like most forms of government, Democracy has its limitations. We complain at times that we are not adequately represented. We need political leaders with a long-term vision, but we cannot expect our elected representatives to develop and sustain that vision in isolation. Our elected representatives can only “represent” us in any realistic sense, if they hear what we believe. We can raise issues with politicians in the traditional way on the doorsteps, but social media adds greatly to the possibility of making our voices heard. I want to propose a number of questions that we might consider putting to election candidates. A. How will you protect human life from the moment of conception until its natural end? B. How will you support families who are struggling? How will you counteract family breakdown? C. How will you ensure that all citizens are treated fairly when it comes to healthcare? D. How will you Contribute to Resolving the Refugee Crisis in Europe and the Middle East? E. How will you respond to the urgent needs of those who are currently homeless and prevent further homelessness in the future? F. How will you support faith-based groups in continuing to make their contribution to society, while protecting their ethos and identity? I think it is important to add that those who hold public office and who exercise that office with integrity, provide a very significant service to the common good. They work long hours, they sacrifice their own privacy and that of their family and, in return, they have relatively little job security. There will be some candidates with whose policies we might vehemently disagree and for whom we might never consider voting, but while asking them the hard questions, we treat them with respect, because that is what Christians do. I am often heartened when people tell me that they pray for me every day. How many of us, I wonder, pray for our politicians, on a daily basis. Perhaps we should. Bishop Kevin Doran, Bishop of Elphin
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