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C2C Trail News Corvallis-to-Sea Trail / No. 13, Nov. 2017



Eastern Half of C2C Trail Open In September, C2C Trail volunteers installed the last of the signs and pavement markers between the Corvallis trailheads and the west end of Philomath. This installation completed signing of the 30-miles of the route from Corvallis to Big Elk Campground west of Harlan. Two-thousand copies of the map of the eastern half were printed and many were distributed to local bicycle and hiking stores in Corvallis, Philomath and Newport. Maps are also available at the Starker Forest office on Philomath Boulevard as well as on line at the C2C Trail website http://www.c2ctrail.org.



C2C President Gary Chapman addressing the celebrants. (G-T photo.)



Throughout the remarks made by speakers at the event was the theme of the great good that can be accomplished by cooperation among communities, government agencies, private interests, and volunteers. This was also the flavor in congratulatory letters from Senator Ron Wyden and Representative Kurt Schrader that were read at the event. Because of the spate of wildfires and the fire danger at the time of the event, the symbolic “first campfire” was left unlighted.



Merlin Ebert puts the final heat to a thermoplastic C2C Trail marker



Starker Forests Annual Permit Reminder C2C Trail users need to remain aware that use of the private, gated segment of the C2C Trail on Old Peak Road requires a Starker Forest’s annual permit for Old Peak Road. The permits are available at their office at 7240 SW Philomath Blvd, 7 AM to 4:30 PM, Mon-Fri.



Big Elk Event Formalizes Trail Opening Big Elk Campground west of Harlan was the site of the grand opening of the eastern half of the C2C Trail to eventually link Corvallis with the Oregon Coast. On Friday, September 8, approximately 35 people representing Oregon Congressional Representative Kurt Schrader, Starker Forests, Siuslaw National Forest, Van Eck Forest Trust, Benton and Lincoln Counties, City of Corvallis, Harlan community, and friends and volunteers of the C2C Trail gathered for a first-campfire at the camp site recently installed at the campground for C2C trail users.



Enjoying the symbolic first campfire “flames” are: kneeling from left, Al LePage (National Coast Trail Assn), Bond Starker (Starker Forests) Jerry Ingersoll (Siuslaw National Forest), and Gary Chapman (C2C Trail). (Mike Stanley photo).



The Western Half of the C2C Trail Status As those who have followed the now fifteen year saga of this latest effort to establish a Corvallis-to-the-Sea Trail are aware, the entire route was laid out by 2010 and has been hiked in its entirety a half-dozen times by C2C Trail volunteers. While the eastern half is predominantly on county roads, city streets, and bike paths with a few miles of trails and decommissioned roads on Forest Service lands, the proposed western half is almost entirely on new trail and decommissioned or to-be-gated roads on Siuslaw National Forest lands. In some respects the eastern half, although generally enjoyable, primarily sets the table for the more primitive western half. Environmental Impact. Before we can build trail and install signs on the western half of the route, it must be visited and evaluated by Siuslaw National Forest experts in a wide range of specialties including hydrology, fish biology, wildlife biology, archeology, and botany to name a few. It takes nearly three days to simply hike the sometimes rugged twenty-five miles of route on Forest Service lands. To actually visit, study and discuss potential environmental impacts requires considerably more Forest Service staff time, coordination, and even multi-seasonal scheduling. The Central Coast Ranger District staff recently met with members of the C2C Trail Partnership’s board of directors at District headquarter in Waldport. We agreed to accelerate progress with joint visits to the various trail sections over the next year. We all project that the western half can be approved before the current Forest Service permit for the eastern half expires in December, 2019. If that is accomplished then the entire route can be covered in the next permit. Past Western-Half Studies. In 2012, several of the proposed new trail segments of the western half were visited by some of the Central Coast Ranger District specialists. At that time we were informed that terrain and soil at two of the three segments that were visited, although deemed acceptable for hiking, were not acceptable for bicycle or horse. As a result of those findings we currently propose an “on-road” bicycle route and a separate Forest Service “class 2” hiking trail. The advantage of the rather primitive “class 2” hiking trail is that it requires only minimal construction of trail structures and specifies a narrow tread width of 12- to 18-inches. This should allow a completed western half within a year of permit signing.



West-bound hikers will enter Forest Service lands here off Grant Creek Road (above Kathy Caffuzo photo) and leave Forest Service lands onto Hitselberger Ranch near Walkau Road (below Peter Eilers photo). In between are 25-miles of route on Forest Service lands.



. http://www.c2ctrail.org to learn more or donate [email protected] to volunteer P.O. Box 1562, Corvallis, OR 97339-1562 The trail would not have been possible without land access permission from Starker Forests, Dan Farmer, Corvallis Watershed, OSU College of Forestry, Van Eck Forest Trust, Hitselberger Ranch LLC, and the cooperation of government partners, Corvallis, Philomath, Benton County, Lincoln County, and the Siuslaw National Forest.
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