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Upfront – “Afghanistan: How We Got There” by Lawrence M. Paul – February 8, 2010 1. Write a credibility statement assessing the quality of this source we’re using. Consider these questions from our “Sourcing” poster as you write this. 2. The author wrote that the USSR’s invasion of Afghanistan was a “turning point of the 20th century, and maybe the 21st as well.” What did he mean by this? 3. It’s been said that Afghanistan is the “graveyard of empires.” What evidence from the article supports this claim? 4. The article talks about guerrilla fighters. Define the term “guerrilla” either from context clues or an alternate source. 5. When the Soviets turned their weapons on regular Afghan villages and towns, it was clear they didn’t worry about collateral damage. Again use context clues or an alternate source to define what this term means. 6. What old saying describes how we got involved with arming the mujahideen? (…use your syllabus for this one…) 7. The text states that the mujahideen fought the Red Army to a stalemate. What do you think a stalemate is? 8. Who are the Taliban and how did they emerge as a force within Afghanistan? 9. How did Osama bin Laden enter the picture? 10. How did the U.S. come to be fighting in Afghanistan? 
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