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CARMELITES OF MARY IMMACULATE CMI PRIOR GENERAL’S HOUSE CHAVARA HILLS, P.B.No. 3105, KAKKANAD P.O. Phone Personal



: 0091- 484-4070050, 4070016 : 0091- 484-4070000, 4070001



Office Fax



: 0091 -48-4070010 : 0091-484-4070011



REF: PG/1290/2012 December 26, 2012 CIRCULAR NO. 30



Prior General’s Circular



The Cause of Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara Dear Rev. Fathers and My Dear Brothers, Prayerful greetings from the CMI Prior General’s House, Chavara Hills, Kakkanad.



1. Progress in the Cause of the Canonization of Blessed Chavara While I was in Rome for the Synod of Bishops in October 2012, I had the privilege to meet his Eminence Angelo Cardinal Amato SDB, Prefect of the Congregation for the Cause of Saints. During this meeting his Eminence told me that the Cause of our beloved founder Blessed Chavara is progressing well and that we can expect the declaration of
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his canonization in February 2014. However, he reminded us that we should continue our prayers and penance with all earnestness for this noble cause as well as for our personal sanctification. Hence, I take this opportunity to remind all of you to pray with zeal and enthusiasm for the canonization of Blessed Chavara more than ever before. I also take this occasion to encourage you to do everything possible to reorientate our Congregation into a spiritual movement as it originally was. As everybody knows the best way to re-orientate our Congregation into a spiritual movement is to make sure that all of us are spiritually renewed and that we follow faithfully in the footsteps of our Master and Lord Jesus Christ. 2. Daily One Hour Chain Adoration and Perpetual Adoration (9 am to 5 pm) We have been conducting Daily Chain Adoration in our Congregation for the last four years for the canonization of Blessed Chavara as well as for our spiritual re-orientation. It is going on very well with the active and enthusiastic support of all our members. The Daily Eucharistic Adoration from 9 am to 5 pm which we started in November 2011 is also going very well. I take this opportunity to thank all of you for your active and enthusiastic involvement in the Daily One Hour Chain Adoration and the 9-to-5 Perpetual Adoration. As the first round of the 9-to-5 Adoration ends on December 31 at our Chavara Contemplative Ashram in Kakkadompoil, we will start the next round of adoration on January 1, 2013 in the St. Joseph’s Province, Thiruvananthapuram. Kindly find below the schedule for this Daily Eucharistic Adoration and mark it on your calendar:
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a. b.



January 2013 : St. Joseph Province, Thiruvananthapuram February 2013: St. Joseph Province, Kottayam



c.



March 2013: Carmel Province, Muvattupuzha



d.



April 2013: Sacred Heart Province, Kochi



e.



May 2013: St. Thomas Province, Kozhikode



f.



June 2013: Deva Matha Province, Thrissur



g.



July 01 to 15, 2013: Preshita Province, Coimbatore



h.



July 16 to 31, 2013: St. Paul’s Province, Mysore



i.



August 01 to 07, 2013 : Mar Thoma Province, Chanda



j.



August 08 to15, 2013 : Mary Matha Vice Province, Bellampally



k.



August 16 to 23, 2013: CSR, Pariyaram



l.



August 24 to 31, 2013: Chavara Contemplative Ashram, Kakkadampoil



m. September 2013: Dharmaram College, Bangalore n.



October 2013: Dharmaram College, Bangalore



o.



November 01 to 15, 2013: Darsana, Wardha



p.



November 16 to 30, 2013: Carmel Vidya Bhavan, Pune



q.



December 01 to15, 2013: Samanvaya (at different centres)



r.



December 16 to 23, 2013: Nirmal Province, Jagdalpur
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s.



December 24 to 31, 2013: Chavara Vice Province, Bhavnagar



t.



January 01 to 15, 2014: St. Xavier’s Province, Rajkot



u.



January 16 to 31, 2014: St. John’s Province, Bijnor



v.



February 01 to 15, 2014: St. Paul’s Province, Bhopal



w. February 16 to 22, 2014: Prior General’s House, Chavara Hills x.



February 23 to 28, 2014: Chavara Contemplative Ashram, Kakkadampoil



3. Weekly Eucharistic Adoration Immediately after the Major Superiors meeting in October 2011 we introduced weekly Eucharistic Adoration in all our Aspirants Houses, Novitiates and Major Study Houses for the intention of the canonization of our founder. This chain adoration is also going very well because of the active cooperation and support of the Provincials, Rectors and Students. I take this opportunity to thank all of them for their dedication and commitment in conducting the weekly adoration with love and enthusiasm. 4. Fasting All our members are requested to continue to fast on Fridays (or on any other day as decided by the Province) till the day of the canonization of Blessed Chavara. 5. Giving Food/Alms Everyday All our members are encouraged to give food/alms in all our houses/centres/institutions if possible. If it is not practical,
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please set apart everyday a portion of our income for the poor with the intention of giving it at the earliest possible opportunity. In this context it is also very important that we meticulously execute our decision to spend 10% of our income for the poor as given in our Constitutions and Directory. 6. Personal Prayer and Sacrifice All our members are encouraged to spend extra time in personal prayer for the intention of the canonization. Also our members are requested to make personal sacrifices on a daily basis for this intention. 7. Promotion of Popular Devotion to Blessed Chavara While we are getting ready for the canonization of Blessed Chavara it is very important that we also promote popular devotion to our founder. As the sons of our beloved founder it is our responsibility to propagate his spirituality and promote devotion to him. a. Pilgrimages: Make pilgrimages to Mannanam and Kainakary, especially at the time of the feast of Blessed Chavara under a common banner like Chavara Theerthadanam Mannanathekku/Chavara Theerthadanam Kainkarikku. Promotion materials for these pilgrimages will be available from Chavara Central Secretariat. Arrange pilgrimages from all our parishes and schools to Mannanam during festival days from December 26 to January 6. Pilgrimages to Kainakary are to be organized during the feast there from February 1 to 10. Let us try to make these pilgrimages an occasion
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for us to express our devotion and love to our founder Blessed Chavara. b. Founder’s Day celebrations: Celebrate Founder’s Day in all our institutions, especially in schools and colleges. Conduct a Chavara lecture and prayer service during the celebration to make the students and staff aware of the holiness and services of Blessed Chavara. c. Medals, Holy Cards & Books: Distribute medals, prayer cards, novena booklets, books, etc. on Blessed Chavara on a regular basis through our houses and institutions to promote popular devotion to him and make his name well known among the people. d. Statues: Install Statues of Blessed Chavara in all our churches and educational institutions. Display a picture of Blessed Chavara in a prominent place in all our houses. Also kindly make pictures of Blessed Chavara available for the people. 8. Documentary on Blessed Chavara Under the initiative of the State Institute of Education Technology, the Ministry of Education of the Government of Kerala has produced a 30-minute documentary on Blessed Chavara with our support. This documentary in DVD format will be made available by the government to the more than 14,000 schools in Kerala. Together with this production we are now making an hour long documentary on Blessed Chavara for distribution in our own centres and institutions.
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9. Docu-Feature Film on Blessed Chavara Work is in progress for the Docu-Feature Film on Blessed Chavara with the professional support of Screenplay writer John Paul and others. We hope to have this movie ready by the end of 2013. 10. Music CD Album on Blessed Chavara The first music CD on Blessed Chavara by Beth Rauma Publications will be ready soon and it will be distributed by Manorama Musics. This production brings together top talents in their respective fields like ONV Kurup, Akitham, MK Arjunan, Yesudas, Jayachandran, Chitra, Kester and Wilson Piravom. The DVDs also will be available for distribution through our Chavara Central Secretariat. 11. Blessed Chavara in the Syllabus of PSC Taking into consideration the overall contributions of Blessed Chavara, especially in the field of education and literature the Public Service Commission (PSC) of Kerala has included in its syllabus his life and contributions to the society. This initiative came from the part of PSC Chairman Dr. K. S. Radhakrishnan, who is an admirer of the valuable contributions of Blessed Chavara. An average of 40 lakh young men and women appear for the PSC examinations every year. 12. Blessed Chavara: Pioneer in Theatre in Indian Language. A compilation of 10 ‘Idayanatakangal’ (Shepherd’s Plays) written by Blessed Chavara is being published by Kerala
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Sahithya Academy with an introduction by Padmabhooshan Kavalam; Study by Prof. Mathew Ulakamthara, and a forward by T.M. Abraham. The official body of Malayalam Literature is authenticating the contribution of Blessed Chavara, and indeed it is something we can be really proud of.



13. Biography of Blessed Chavara by Prof. M.K.Sanu Prof. M.K. Sanu who is considered to be the greatest living biographer in Malayalam has started writing the biography of Blessed Chavara. We hope to publish this book in a couple of months.



14. Mosaic Artwork on Blessed Chavara at New Delhi Nunciature Four feet wide and four feet long mosaic artworks on Blessed Chavara, Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Alphonsa on the first floor portico on the right front side of the Nunciature building in New Delhi greet the visitors to the campus. We are truly indebted to his Grace Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop Salvatore Pennacchio for his vision and initiative in implementing this project. The sketching of this artwork was done by Fr. Joy Elamkunnapuzha and it was implemented by artists from Thrissur. 15. Books on Blessed Chavara Books on Blessed Chavara are coming out on a regular basis from Beth Rauma Publications, a wing of Chavara Central
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Secretariat. Kindly get copies of these books for the Chavara Book Shelf in all our houses/institutions, and also for sale and distribution among the public. It will be nice if our houses/ institutions could by these books and give to the libraries and other institutions in the neighbourhood. We expect to publish at least 25 books on Blessed Chavara during 2013. The following books and booklets are now available for distribution: A. Books: 1. Chavarayachante Sampoorna Kruthikal (4 volumes) 2. Chavarayachante Kathukal : Edited by Fr. Panthaplackal CMI and Sr. Jossy CMC. 3. Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara (English), Fr. Biju Tharaniyil CMI 4. Pothuvidyabhyasam Prasaktiyum Prasanamkalum : Abdul Samad Samdani & Dr.K.S. Radhakrihnan; Edited by Fr. Roby Kannanchira CMI 5. Guidelines for Priests by Blessed Chavara (English and Malayalam) – Prepared and edited by Fr. Thomas Panthaplackal CMI 6. Chavarayachante Mariadarsanavum Maranananthara Darsanavum , Fr. Z. M. Moozhoor CMI 7. Anasthasiyayude Rakta Sakshiyam: A Study by Fr. Z.M. Moozhoor CMI 8. Sukrutham Smara: Collection of articles on Blessed Chavara by different scholars; Edited by John Paul; Introduction by Prof. M. Thomas Mathew.
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9. Bhoomikanyakamarku Oru Unarthupattu, Sr. Avila CMC; Introduction by Prof. Mathew Ulakamthara. 10. Aakasadeepangal Sakshi: Novel on Blessed Chavara, John Antony; Introduction by Perumpadavam Sreedharan. 11. Itha Njan Avidathe Daasan, A Documented Study on Blessed Chavara, Volume I, Fr. Thomas Panthaplackal; Introduction by Dr. K.S. Radhakrishnan 12. Kanal, A Study on the Vision of Blessed Chavara; Edited by Sr. Regina Mary CMC; Introduction by Dr. K.S. Radhakrishnan 13. Ente Ohariyum Panapathravum, Sr. Marina CMC & Sr. Dr. Avila CMC;Introduction by T.M. Abraham. 14. Kaalam Namikunna Karmayogi, Volume II of Sukrutham Smara; Edited by Fr. Alexander Paikada. Introduction by G Karthikeyan 15. Arivinte Vazhiye Thapasamanas, Sr. Dhanya CMC, Sr. Marina CMC & Sr. Dr. Avila CMC; Introduction by Prof. M. Achuthan. 16. Darsanam Punyadarsanam, Sr. Dr. Sophy Rose CMC; Introduction by Dr. Paul Thelakkatt. 17. Chavara Darsan, A Pictorial Presentation on Blessed Chavara; Fr. Thomas Panthaplackal CMI 18. Aathmanuthapathinte Anudhyana sruthikalStudy on Aathmanuthapam by Bl.Chavara; Introducton by Dr. D Babupaul. 19. Anasthasyayude Rakthasashyam-Oru Punarvayana.. Study on the first narrative poem in Malayalam written by Bl.Chavara; Introduction by Dr.M Leelavathi; Forward by Prof. M.Thomas Mathew



11



20. Itha Ee Vazhiye- A Study on Chavarul by Bl.Chavara. Introducton by Dr. Babu Sebastian. NB: Reprints of Maranaveettil Paadanulla Paana by Blessed Chavara and early biographies on our founder by Italian Misionary Fr. Leopald Boccaro and Fr. Valerian CMI will be ready soon. B. Booklets:



a.



Blessed Kuriakose Elias Chavara : (English) prepared by the Prior General



b.



Kudumbangalude Chavarayachan : (Malayalam, Tamil, Hindi and English); edited by Fr. Thomas Panthaplackal CMI.



C. Messages of Chavara: Holy Cards : Malayalam and English D. Prayer Cards with Picture : English and Malayalam E. Yearly Pocket Calendar with Chavara’s Picture



16. Conclusion Wherever I go the first question the members of our Congregation always ask is about the progress in the canonization process of Blessed Chavara. As I mentioned in the beginning of this circular the process is progressing very well by the Grace of God, and if everything goes well as expected Blessed Chavara will be canonized in 2014. We need to make lot of preparations for this great event in the
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history of our Congregation as well as in the history of the Indian Church. However, at present what we need to focus most is on our spiritual re-orientation as well as on prayers and sacrifices for the speedy conclusion of the process. I take this opportunity to request all of you to put your heart and soul into your personal as well as our common spiritual re-orientation. I also request you to pray unceasingly for the speedy canonization of our beloved founder. With best wishes and prayers for a spiritually renewed and joyful life in the New Year,



Yours in our Lord,



Fr. Jose Panthaplamthottiyil CMI Prior General
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