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July 20, 2012



WARD 9 NEWSLETTER C CO OU UN NC CIILLLLO OR RK KE EIITTH HE EG GLLII



Your City. Your Community. Your News



Nepean Soccer Organization Reaches Out to Children in Africa The Nepean City Soccer Club, which supports over 1,800 players in Ottawa, has extended its reach all the way to Africa in an initiative to support young players in Kenya. The Club has donated both uniforms and equipment in support of the Camp Ohana Foundation (www.campohana.org), which provides a variety of programming for children in Kenya, including the Camp Ohana Soccer Program. This past spring Algonquin College Students, Holly Brown and Megan Portt, spent five weeks in the village of Busia working closely with almost 100 girls and boys, ages 6 – 13, providing them with team



building activities, coaching/running soccer games and tournaments and health and wellness programs. Thank you Holly and Megan of Algonquin College and Sortiris and Bessie Giovanopoulos from Nepean City Soccer Club for sharing this wonderful story. The Nepean City Soccer Club proudly continues to donate to schools and organizations both locally and internationally. Visit www.nepeansoccer.ca for more information on this community based volunteer organization.



COUNCILLOR’S MESSAGE It is summer in Ward 9 and a very hot one at that. We have included in the newsletter some suggestions about responsible practices during a drought situation, which I hope you find helpful. With meetings slowing down at City Hall I have been spending more time in the ward. Monday was very busy with numerous appointments at the ward office and canvassing door to door in Tanglewood in the afternoon. I had the opportunity to check out traffic, tree and parking issues across Knoxdale-Merivale throughout the week. If there is anything you would like me to see firsthand please let me know. As scheduling allows, I am always happy to come and see any issue in person. Last Friday I was happy to attend the beginning of an



exciting soccer program organized by the Nepean, Rideau, Osgoode Community Resource Centre, the South Nepean Satellite Community Health Centre and the City of Ottawa at Steve MacLean Park. The program allows newly trained youth leaders to test their skills. I brought along some freezies for the kids and had the opportunity to watch some great soccer. Thanks to the organizers for the invitation. This free summer soccer program runs from July 12 to August 16, 2012 for boys and girls ages 6 - 12. On Saturday night I stopped by the Egyptian Festival at St. Mary’s Coptic Church. As always, the company was great and the food was plentiful and delicious. Councillor’s Message continued on page two
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Safe Practices during a Drought Lots of heat and little rain have placed Ottawa in a drought situation. Residents are encouraged to take caution when disposing of cigarettes and matches, which could result in a bush or grass fire during these extremely dry conditions. Ottawa Fire Services has had numerous calls over the past few weeks for smouldering mulch at homes and businesses, all caused by improperly discarded cigarette butts.



Councillor’s Message Continued: Monday night I was invited to attend the Craig Henry Tennis Club summer barbeque. I had some good discussions with community members and enjoyed a couple of burgers. Thanks for the invite and to the volunteers who organized the event. I also visited the Knoxdale/Beechcliffe/Craig Henry construction site and did a walk through with the engineers in charge of the project. I arranged for flyers with the latest information to be delivered to area homes. If anyone has any follow up questions please feel free to contact myself or the project manager, Carol Holmes at 613-580-2424 x27582 or [email protected].



Back in April, Ottawa Fire Services implemented a burn ban in order to prevent the rapid spread of fire due to grass and bush fires. There will be a zero tolerance approach with respect to any burning in contraventions of the Open Air Fire By-law and current burn ban. Anyone caught violating the ban will be fined. This ban will remain in place until conditions improve.



If you have any community summer events, camps or volunteer opportunities you wish to advertise in the Ward 9 Weekly Newsletter, please contact my office and we would be more than happy to help you spread the word.



All three local conservation authorities have issued level 1 and 2 drought advisories and are calling for the voluntary reduction in water use.



Ottawa Transit Services has indicated service changes that will come into effect Sunday, September 2 and Tuesday, September 4, 2012. The changes fall into several categories, some include:



The City of Ottawa’s central drinking water system relies on the Ottawa River. The water demand for the entire City currently represents about 1 per cent of the Ottawa River flow. Ottawa residents who get their water from the central drinking water system are permitted to fill their pools and water their lawns and gardens; however this City encourages the wise use of water. Lawns need only a limited amount of water to survive and residents are asked to try to keep their sprinklers aimed at their grass and gardens. Car and driveway washing is discouraged.



Until next week, Keith



FALL TRANSIT SERVICE IMPROVEMENTS



Deployment of the new Double-Decker Bus Fleet – the new buses are expected to begin arriving in late August. Once sufficient operators have been trained, the doubledeckers will begin to operate on many busy routes. Service capacity improvements – the frequency of service will be increased to reduce crowding on busy routes and to meet service capacity standards on Route 111 and higher capacity buses will be assigned to increase capacity at key times on both route 111 and 118. Full details of these and other service changes will be communicated to transit users throughout the summer months. Please visit www.octranspo.com or call 613-741-4390 for more information. Once the new service begins, customers can find upto-date schedules by using octranspo.mobi or MyTransit iPhone app, by calling 613-560-1000, or by texting 560560.
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Ottawa Humane Society Child and Youth Programming It’s “Paw-ty” Time The Ottawa Humane Society (OHS) is a great place for children to learn more about animal welfare, meet adoptable animals, and learn how they can help. For children between the age of 4 and 12 who are celebrating their birthdays, the OHS offers birthday parties that include fun activities, shelter tours, interaction with adoptable animals and most importantly, an opportunity to learn something about animal welfare and the OHS, while having fun. Contact us at [email protected] or via telephone at 613-7253166 ext. 263 to book a birthday party.



Go “Off-Leash” with our new camp program! The OHS “Off-Leash” camp program is for animal enthusiasts aged 6 to 11 and includes Professional Development Days, summer day camps and March break 2013. Children are introduced to shelter life at the OHS. Activities include meeting animals, crafts, games, guest speakers and activities about animal care and welfare. Campers will create and decorate “Hide-and-Perch” boxes for the cats, as well as talk to animal care professionals.



Public Art Opportunity for Artists The City of Ottawa’s Light Rail Transit Art Program invites professional artists to submit their qualifications to be considered for various permanent public art opportunities throughout the future LRT line. From the resulting adjudicated shortlist of artists, artists will be considered to create fully integrated, permanent works of art for Ottawa’s Light Rail stations. The complete Expression of Interest (including eligibility, public art vision, budget, supporting documents and selection criteria) is available at http://www.ottawalightrail.ca/en/project-plan/publicart Applications must be submitted no later than Thursday, Sept 6, 2012 at 4 p.m.



Throughout the months of July and August, summer day camps run weekly from Monday until Friday. Camp is from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The cost per week for “Off-Leash” is $225 per child, which includes a T-shirt and a commemorative photo of the group with one of the visiting animals. Extended care is available at a cost of $35 per week per child. More information and registration is currently available online at http://www.ottawahuma ne.ca/community/dayca mp.cfm Space is limited so you are encouraged to register early!
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