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1081 MITCHELL COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION December 16, 2013



The Mitchell County Board of Education met at the Central Office Complex in the Boardroom for a regularly scheduled meeting at 6:00 p.m. Dr. Rick Spurling, Superintendent., presided and called the meeting to order. Members present were: Sam Blevins Dean Myers, Roger Burleson, Tommy Ledford, and Gabe Woody. A quorum was declared.



Adoption of Agenda Dr. Houchard requested to allow the Live Farm Update to follow Public Input and then Finance. Mr. Myers reminded Dr. Spurling to mention Faye Harris and he wanted to add Fire & Safety Reports under #9. Tommy Ledford made a motion to approve the agenda for December 16, 2013 with these changes. Roger Burleson seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Pledge of Allegiance The Invocation was given by Scott Jenkins. Ethics Statement Public Input Linda Dahl, concerned citizen, requested information on the new legislation for teacher tenure. Dr. Houchard will meet with Ms. Dahl to explain. Geraldine Ellis, representative for neighbors of Mitchell High School campus, stated her concerns with the Mountaineer Steward Project that is planned for Mitchell High School. We have allowed the school, since it was built, to place a fence in our driveway. We are the closest neighbor and support the school. We are concerned about the location of the barn and animals. We ask that you consider another location. Mr. Garland, who owns property next to the school, has stated he is receptive to use of his property. Dr. Houchard stated that with this grant we have to own the property on which the barn is located. Superintendent’s Report Dr. Spurling discussed the Bowman/Harris Middle School auditorium renovations. We will use lottery funds, which have to be approved by the County Commissioners at their January 6 meeting. The painting at Bowman Middle School auditorium is complete. If the funds are approved we plan to tear out the seats and flooring and replace. We will keep around 100 old seats for people who want to purchase them. We plan to let people purchase new seats in honor of someone for $175 and have a plaque on the wall with these names as a fundraiser.



1082 Finance Mr. Young discussed the application for lottery funds for auditorium renovations. We will be asking for $118,450. We are not locked into this. If we need more we can ask for it and if we don’t use all we ask for, it will revert back. Mr. Burleson voiced concerns with spending money on these auditoriums with our declining enrollment. He asked if there were any plans to close schools. Dr. Spurling stated at this time there are no plans to close any schools. Mr. Myers stated he thinks the community would still want to use the auditorium even if the schools were closed. Mr. Young stated we can’t use lottery funds for stage curtains. Dean Myers made a motion to approve this application for lottery funds. Sam Blevins seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Superintendent’s Report Dr. Spurling informed the Board of a $65,000 grant with Department of Transportation to pave from the circle to the football stadium at Mitchell High School. Another project will be sidewalks from Harris Middle School and Deyton Elementary School to Brad Ragan Park. Dr. Spurling informed the Board of the passing of Faye Harris, former Mitchell County teacher of 40 years. Roger Burleson made a motion to nominate Sam Blevins for Chairman of the Board of Education. Tommy Ledford seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Tommy Ledford made a motion to nominate Gabe Woody for Vice-Chairman of the Board of Education. Dean Myers seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Dr. Spurling stated Darrell Ledford represented the Board of Education on the Mayland Community College Board of Trustees. The loss of Mr. Ledford leaves this term to be filled until June 30, 2017. Charles Kates, Chairman for the Mayland Community College Board of Trustees has asked for Don Baucom to be appointed to complete this term. Dean Myers made a motion to approve Mr. Baucom to the Mayland Community College Board of Trustees. Gabe Woody seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Personnel Dr. Houchard introduced Kim Hodshon and Chad Huggins, CTE teachers, and students Daniel Tipton, Teal Edwards, Cheyenne Lingerfelt, and Tyler Murphy, from Mitchell High School. Ms. Hodshon gave a presentation on Mountaineer Stewards Live Farm. Ms. Hodshon stated we have three grants: 1) $18,000 for a greenhouse to do hydroponic gardening; 2) $60,326 for a barn; 3) $2,500 from Fortner Insurance for supplies. We plan to build the barn where the double wide trailer currently sits. We will have a classroom in the barn to be used as a learning center for the school and community. It will be a metal building and we will be able to drive a tractor inside. Mr. Burleson asked if there will be enough parking with the barn and the health center. Mr. Woody, Principal, stated we have enough parking during school hours but when we have events we still may have some problems. Dr. Spurling stated we will be able to use the filter bed area for parking in the future. Ms. Hodshon explained that we already have chickens and rabbits housed in the current CTE area. We are working with Mayland Community College on a hog



1083 exchange program. A student will be given a hog to take home and keep on their property. Students will be able to keep some piglets to sale themselves. The hogs will not be housed on Mitchell High School campus. We want to train students to use farm land. Ms. Hodshon stated our maintenance department will do the wiring for the learning center/barn. Dr. Houchard will be available to give any interested neighbors a tour of the proposed barn site. Good News Mr. Jenkins informed the Board about Tim Wyatt, student who is a Morehead-Cain Scholarship finalist, third grade class food drive at Gouge Elementary School, and class efforts for Samaritan’s Purse at Greenlee Primary School. Mr. Jenkins discussed our graduation rate of 88% and our dropout rate of 2.45% which puts us in the lowest 10% in the state. Mr. Jenkins informed the Board the Christmas card winners this year are: Annabelle Biddix, 1st grade at Gouge Elementary School, McKenzie Street, 8th grade at Bowman Middle School, and Ashley van Brederode, 9th grade at Mitchell High School. Curriculum Mr. Calhoun presented addendum #1 for the 2013-14 calendar. We missed November 27 which was a no day added on at the end of the year. Tommy Ledford made a motion to approve this addendum #1. Gabe Woody seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Personnel Mr. Myers stated he wants to see Fire & Safety reports for last year for all schools. Dr. Houchard stated if it is for insurance we will have to get from Mr. Young. Closed Session for Personnel Issues, Attorney-Client Privilege, and Student Issues Roger Burleson made a motion to go into closed session pursuant to G.S. 143.318.11 for the following purposes: under subsection (a) (1) to prevent the disclosure of privileged or confidential personnel information pursuant to G.S. §115C-319-321; and under subsection (a) (3) to discuss matters protected by the attorney-client privilege; under subsection (a) (1) to prevent the disclosure of privileged or confidential student information pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 1232g (FERPA) and G.S. §115C-402(e). Gabe Woody seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Consent Items Dean Myers made a motion to approve the minutes for September 30, 2013 and November 18, 2013. Tommy Ledford seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Dr. Spurling recommended approving the following personnel: 1. Sheila Wilson, Behavioral Support Specialist



1084 2. Ryan Forbes, Bus Mechanic, Bus Garage 3. Justin Biddix, School Resource Officer Tommy Ledford made a motion to approve these personnel recommendations. Roger Burleson seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Dr. Spurling recommended approving the following volunteers: 1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6.



Frank Hughes, Volunteer, Student Teacher Ashley Crowder, Volunteer, Student Teacher Dusty Kurkimilis, Volunteer, Student Teacher Audrey Cripps, Volunteer, Student Teacher Ashley Gragg, Volunteer, Student Teacher Rachel Boone, Volunteer, Student Teacher



Roger Burleson made a motion to approve these volunteers. Gabe Woody seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. Information Items The next regularly scheduled Board meeting is January 20, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. The next Principal’s meeting is December 18, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. Winter Holidays are December 20, 2013January 2, 2014. Mr. Blevins announced the Board will have a special called meeting January 13, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the Superintendent’s evaluation. This will be closed session. The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m.



__________________________________________ Board Chairman



__________________________________________ Executive Secretary
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