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JOYFUL TIMES “The JOY of the Lord is your strength…” Nehemiah 8:10



December, 2009 St. Luke “JOY” Church: 4301 NE Vivion Rd., Kansas City, MO 64119: Pastor • Mark Hughes • Phone: 816-453-3741 E-mail: [email protected] • WEB: www.saintlukejoy.org



The “Mark” of the Times When I was a little boy, I eagerly waited for Christmas all year long. I thought it was the most special time of the year. I couldn’t wait to put up our family Christmas tree in the family room with my parents and sisters. My father and I always hung up the lights in the front yard, and mom would always bake lots of cookies and make lots of candy that always seemed to taste better at Christmas-time. Christmas Eve was my absolute favorite night of the year—we always went to the candle-light communion service at church and then drove around Hannibal to look at lights before going home to open some presents and eat lots of goodies. I’ve always believed that this time of year was special; that it was set apart; perhaps, that it was holy. When I remember those years, I sometimes feel a deep sense of sadness that they will never come back. I have my own family now, and we are developing our own traditions, but there’s a part of me that aches for the innocence of youth—and the innocence of Christmas. Many of you reading this have warm memories of Christmas’s spent with family and friends and can relate intimately with what I just shared. But, perhaps some of you reading this don’t have those memories. This can be a difficult time of year for people who come from abusive families and from families grieving the loss of a loved one(s). In the first chapter of the Gospel of John, we read that with the birth of Jesus at Bethlehem the light of God has come into the world and broken (shattered!) the power of darkness and death and despair in the world. Indeed, Jesus confirms and testifies to this truth in John 12 when he says, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” This Christmas season, I encourage all of you to gaze beyond the false façade of retail Christmas that is all around us. Look to the heart of what Christmas is, and whose it is. Enjoy your families; enjoy your friends; enjoy your church community. Turn over to Jesus the burdens you may be carrying—let the light of Christ pierce whatever darkness is weighing you down. Jesus said, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:29). I’ve read the Christmas story in Luke countless times in my life, but it grows dearer to me every year. The Lord of lords is born in the most humble of circumstances, and angels from heaven appear to the most humble of people (shepherds) proclaiming the good news, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord. (Luke 2:10-11). That message is for us today. Let us rejoice! Merry Christmas,



Pastor Mark 1



Ruth Hartshorn, (Martha Hoglund‟s mother) passed away last week. A memorial service is planned for Thursday evening, December 3 at 7:00p here at St. Luke Church.



Mark’s Advent Preaching Schedule



11-29 12-6 12-13 12-20 12-24



A Month with the Prophets Anticipating God’s Promise Jeremiah 33:14-16 The LORD’s eternal covenant with David Malachi 3:1-4 The Messenger of the Lord Zephaniah #:14-20 Israel’s joy and restoration Micah 5:2-5a The ruler to be born in Bethlehem Isaiah 9:2-7 For unto us a child is born… Psalm 96 Worship in the splendor of holiness Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God has appeared Luke 2:1-20 The birth of Jesus



Congratulations: Mr. & Mrs. Harry Morningstar announce that their daughter “Janelle K. Morningstar” will receive a Bachelor of Public Administration degree, Summa Cum Laude, from Park University on December 12, 2009. This „N‟ That



*****************



We will be collecting ANY FOOD ITEM for the month of December. Everything received will go to Metropolitan Lutheran Ministries on Vivion Rd.



News From the Office Tuesday, December 15 – Newsletter Deadline.



Thinking Ahead: SOUP will be collected in January.



Please get all articles and information to the office if you want it to show up in the January newsletter.



REMEMBER: Any Food Item – December SOUP in January



Remember Our Nursing Home Residents Harry Adams, Pleasant Valley Manor Hilda Novinger, New Mark Care Center Dick Youngstrom, Clinton Care, Plattsburgh Jim & Willa Phillips, Cedars of Liberty Norma Schupp, Garden Village



FYI Tool and Blanket Sunday ― Jan Sammon reports that the final total sent to Church World Service from our church was $443.00. Your generosity is very much appreciated and greatly needed! Kudos to St. Luke “JOY” Presbyterian Church.



Continued Prayers for Healing And Wholeness Jim Phillips (Surgery 12/1), Jessica Lynn (Surgery 12/2), Darlene Youngstrom, Jo Ann Tobiason, Vicki Phipps, Charles Amick, Bill Bland, Velma Day, Ruth Ildza



Wednesday Night Joyful Journey: We will not meet December 23rd or the 30th. Joyful Journey will resume January 6, 2010. We appreciate you and look forward to seeing you on Wednesday nights.



*****************



Stewardship & Facilities: Anyone thinking about



Condolences and Love to families of:



contributing for the newly remodeled kitchen might consider making your gift prior to the end of the year if you want to use it as a tax deduction. Total costs are expected to be $40,500. We have received a little over $24,500 thus far in 2009. A second opportunity to give specifically to the Renovation Fund for 2010 is planned after the first of the year. We trust that you have seen the new appliances, the new surroundings and the tremendous improvement in appearance and use of the existing space. Thanks for your faithful participation in serving St. Luke ―JOY‖ Church and our Heavenly Father.



Vi McCoy passed away October 31 from lung cancer. Services will be at White Chapel Funeral Home, Saturday, November 28 at 10:00a. Her niece, Mary Ann Bower said that Don was with her holding her hand as she passed. Don is in an Alzheimer‟s Unit at Good Samaritan in Indianola, IA. Mary Ann‟s address is 1729 – 46th Street, Des Moines, IA 50310-3024.



2



Education Committee News



The kitchen is almost completed! The floor and the counter top has been installed. The back-splash is being installed at this printing. The floor is in and final touches are being put in place.



Joyful Youth News: Fall Bazaar November 29 ― Come one…Come All! Let’s go shopping! The children and youth will be giving you a great holiday shopping opportunity after the blended service. Booths will be available offering candles, make-up, jewelry, some homemade crafts and perhaps, sweets for easy holiday shopping. All proceeds will be donated to the Children/Youth funds.



A special thanks to God, He is the one who made this happen.



Advent Devotional Booklets The booklets are ready to be picked up Sunday, the first Sunday of Advent. Thanks to all who contributed articles and, especially to Melissa Ball for her fine work and getting together and Beulah Rule for assembling the booklet. Enjoy the Advent season.



Top Two Tuesdays ― This class moved their meeting day to Thursdays at 7:00p and will meet every week. Unless they decide differently they will be known as the Thankful Thursdays Class.



Martha Circle: We will meet December 14 at 1:30p. We are studying the book of Joshua. Mary Srack will lead the lesson and Alyce Baer is hostess.



Revolve Tour ― We are still hearing from those who were part of the Revolve Tour. It is wonderful to hear how God blessed lives through this experience.



Team Table: Jan says a very special thanks to my wonderful church family for responding in such an overwhelming way last month. Because of your generosity we will need no money this month but on December 21 we do need five people to go along and serve. Please plan to give of your time and obtain a special blessing.



Kylie Erickson writes: “Revolve this year was amazing as it has been for the past three years I have been attending. It is always a time that I grow friendships and my faith in God. Being stuck with Rebecca, Bree, Andrea, Gina, Mary, Emily and Mom in a car for 10 hours really doesn‟t leave much room for not liking anyone. It does leave LOTS of room for making friends and jokes. It was definitely a time of bonding with everyone in those 20 glorious hours in the car.



Shoeboxes, Shoeboxes ― Our grand total of collected shoeboxes for 2009 is 92!! It is great fun and people are always anxious to know our final number. This year, special recognition is given to Ralph and Nancy Wells and their Westwood Manor community for contributing 22 of our boxes. Also, a large thank you to those who helped load my vehicle for the trip to Smithville. See you next year (or before). Beulah Rule



Before the weekend, I had been struggling so much with my faith. Things had been going good for so long, then it seems as if I had fallen down into such a hole of despair and could not get myself out. And, let me tell you, when it rains on Kylie, it pours, complete with thunder, lightning, hail, tornados, the whole bit! I was so depressed and knew I needed God, but just could not find Him. So, I put Him off and then the Revolve Tour came up and the music and the speakers looked right into my heart. One speaker, in particular, looking right at me said „Don‟t let your secret become so big that you lose yourself. Take it to God.‟ At that moment it hit me ― this was the reason I came for, because I realized I had lost myself in what was wrong and had let it consume me 100%. Talking to my friends about it had helped a little, but was nothing compared to how I felt after talking to God about it. I am a different person, laughing again and with a lighter heart. It was wonderful being with good people who helped me so much and are probably unaware of it.



Mariners: Mark your calendar for December 12th. We will be meeting at the church at 4:00p to go caroling, and then we will have Martha Hoglund's chili when we get back to the church. This is always a special time for us, and it is a wonderful way to end the year. So tune up your voices and come join the fun. We need as many people as possible, so we welcome anyone to join us! Please call the Tom and Beulah Rule if you can come.
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I can honestly say Revolve is a life changing experience. It is wonderful to find out that there are thousands of young girls there, all for the same reason – to be moved closer to God. Thank you St. Luke family for this opportunity.”



Remember Our Military Shaun Eichelberger and Joe Jrolf are back home. We still have our adopted serviceman, Josh Roberson, in Iraq. David Rose will be finishing his paramedic training in December and will be going to Afghanistan and Phillip Eichelberger expects to be going back overseas sometime in early spring. The address for sending cards to Josh Roberson is:



Kid‟s Corner We are planning a roller skating event for the children and any youth that would like to participate for Sunday, December 13 from 1:00 – 3:00p at the Winnwood Skate Center, 4426 NE Winn Rd. See Judy Coles for further information.



Joshua Roberson Bravo Company 615 ASB 1 ACB 1 Charlie Delta Unit 6009 APO AEO 09378



Sunday, November 29 First Sunday of Advent: “Fifth Sunday” breakfast 9:00a. “Esteemed Seniors” will be honored, followed by the 10:00a combined worship and NOISY OFFERING. We are also featuring a Holiday Gift Bazaar Fundraiser to benefit the youth with 100% of the proceeds donated to the youth program. And to top off the day, our annual Adventful Celebration at 6:30p.



It is hard to be away from home during the holiday season and he will appreciate your cards and letters. News from the Community Thank You ― from the Northland Stitchers for allowing them to sell tickets. If you purchased raffle tickets, the drawing will be held on December 6.



The Music Department says:



The Northland Christmas Store ―The store dates for 2009 are December 7-10 at North Cross Methodist Church. Thanks to all St. Luke members who have volunteered to help. In 2008, over a thousand families were helped with food, gifts, and clothing for the holidays.



I wish to thank everyone in advance who is participating in our Adventful Program this weekend. I have the privilege of thinking this all through before it is shared and have my own excitement about how the program always comes together. We begin Sunday morning as the end of Thanksgiving and come back in the evening to begin our anticipation of Christmas. Put on your favorite Christmas sweater and enjoy this evening!



Family Promise of Northland On Thursday, December 3 at 6:30p, Claas Ehlers of Family Promise, will discuss how congregations in the Northland are exploring networking together to provide, on a rotating basis overnight accommodations and meals for homeless families. The meeting will be held at Hillside Christian Church at 900 NE Vivion Road in Kansas City. Please plan to attend this important meeting to hear about ways we can get involved. As people of faith, what is our responsibility as families face homelessness right here in the Northland.



The children have begun work on music they will present in worship on Sunday morning, December 20th. This is a combined worship service that will begin at 9:00 a.m. We will continue learning our music during Wednesday night youth group and each rehearsal is important to the confidence of our young singers. I am setting aside Saturday mornings at 10:30 for supplemental time together. Please call and let us know if anyone needs a ride. Do you know how the Ten Commandments connect with Christmas? Well....stay tuned and you will find out! Julia Horowitz; [email protected] or 816-455-2275
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December Calendar of Events Wednesday, December 16 1:00p Prayer Meeting 6:00p Joyful Journey 7:30p Choir Rehearsal



Tuesday, December 1 1:00p Shepherd’s Center Wednesday, December 2 9:30a Shepherd’s Center 1:00p Prayer Meeting 6:00p Joyful Journey 7:30p Choir Rehearsal



Thursday, December 17 9:00a Morning Office Prayer 7:00p Thankful Thursdays Group Saturday, December 19 1:00p Strings Rehearsal



Thursday, December 3 9:00a Morning Office Prayer 7:00p Ruth Hartshorn Memorial 7:00p Thankful Thursdays Group



Sunday, December 20 ― 4th Sunday of Advent Combined Service 9:00a



Saturday, December 5 8:00a Cub Scouts Pancake Breakfast 1:00p Strings Rehearsal



Children’s Christmas Program



Monday, December 21 10:00a Team Table 6:00p Scouts 7:00p Strings Rehearsal



Sunday, December 6 ― 2nd Sunday of Advent 8:30a Traditional Worship 9:45a Classes 11:00a Contemporary Worship



Tuesday, December 22 1:30p Parkinson’s Group Wednesday, December 23 ― No Activities



Monday, December 7 6:00p Scouts 7:00p Committees 7:00p Strings Rehearsal



Thursday, December ― Christmas Eve Office Closed 6:00p Worship 11:00p Worship



Wednesday, December 9 1:00p Prayer Meeting 6:00p Joyful Journey 7:30p Choir



Friday, December 25 ― “For unto you is born this day, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”



Thursday, December 10 9:00a Morning Office Prayer 7:00p Thankful Thursdays Group



Sunday, December 27 8:30a Traditional Worship 9:45a Classes 11:00a Contemporary Worship



Friday, December 11, Office Closed 11:00a JAWS (Swim Club)



Monday, December 28 6:00p Scouts



Sunday, December 13 ― 3rd Sunday of Advent 8:30a Traditional Worship 9:45a Classes 11:00a Contemporary Worship



Wednesday, December 30 ― No Activities Thursday, December 31― Happy New Year Office Closed



Monday, December 14 1:00p Martha Circle 3:00p Shepherd Center 6:00p Scouts 7:00p Session



************



If you are not attending a class at 9:45 on Sunday ― shame on you!



Tuesday, December 15 ― Newsletter Deadline 3:00p Shepherd Center Board
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Those Serving in December HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS



At The Kneeler December 6 8:30a 11:00a



Lisa Goddard & Jan Sammon Mike & Melissa Gould



Andrea Phipps



2



Rebecca Hughes



6



Kim Smedley, Jacob Horowitz, Everett Fisher



December 13 8:30a 11:00a



1



Tom & Beulah Rule Don Smith & Marcia Busch



December 20 8:30a Mary Srack & Bob Hayward 11:00a Marti Mitchell



11



Pam Bailey



13



Ron Jenkins



15



James Phillips



26



Marti Mitchell ****************



December 27



BEST WISHES ON YOUR ANNIVERSARY



8:30a Carolyn Watilo & Beulah Rule 11:00a Debbie Blackman & Gerald Strasburg



17



****************



Harold & Roseminda Ballares Rich & Dodie Rayl



19



Ruth & Clayton Ildza



In the Nursery



25



Richard & Ruth Kimmel



December 6



27



Rebecca & Mark Gordon



30



Leonie & Joe Pallikkathayil



31



Dick & Darlene Youngstrom



10:00a Gina Harper 9:45a Beulah Rule 11:00a Jan Sammon



December 13



****************



8:30a Lisa Goddard 9:45a Mary Srack 11:00a Pam Bailey



Attendance & Finance – October 2009



December 20



Worship



8:30a 11:00a



8:30a Emily Vandeginste 9:45a Pam Bailey 11:00a Kathy Bailey



The People Gave:



234 243 $14,316.00



The People Gave ― Year to Date:



December 27 8:30a Alonda Forde 9:45a Dennis Bailey 11:00a Dennis Bailey



Budgeted Received



$133,374.00 $125,167.00



Improvement Fund



$20,779.00



Africa Mission Budgeted Received
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$7,558.00 $9,664.50



Christmas Prayer 2009 'Twas the newsletter before Christmas and all though the halls, There were power tools buzzing, and lots of phone calls. Would we write something helpful, or funny or true; Would we say something more than "Merry Christmas to you!"? While the hum of improvement was all our ears heard, Shouts of "Peace to all men!" rang out from the Word. May the birth of our Savior be everywhere known! May the seeds of faith planted, flourish where sown. May we be an example of service and love, May we follow faint whispers from Heaven above. May we honor the faith of our fathers and mothers; May we care for the needs of our sisters and brothers? May we spread Joy around us to many,…to some? May we shout with the angels, "Dear Lord Jesus, Do come!" judy coles 7
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